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Mon/Tues:  Closed to public. Private functions available.
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Kitchen closes at 9pm during regular business hours.

Offer Expires June 30, 2021

The Electric City Vendor Crawl is 
taking place on Friday, April 23rd from 
2pm – 8pm in downtown Anderson. 
Whether you are planning a wedding, 
a corporate event, or a personal cele-
bration, this is the perfect opportunity 
to check out businesses who love what 
they do and who want to provide you 
with quality service for your wedding or 
event. 

How does it work? It’s as easy as 1,2,3. 
Order your ticket online at elec-
triccityvedorcrawl.eventbrite.

com and bring it to either Benson Street 
Collective or La Bella & Co. the day of 
the event. Upon arrival you’ll receive your 
punch card and crawl bag. 

During the event you’ll visit 4 
local venues where you’ll meet 

industry vendors who provide day-of ser-
vices for weddings and events. Along the 
way, stop by any of the 6 designated “piit 
stops,” of downtown businesses whose 
services directly or indirectly impact your 
special event.

Get your card punched at all 
4 Venues and by at least 2 Pit 

Stops for a chance to win 1 of 3 grand 
prize drawings, each worth $200 in 
services or items provided by local busi-
nesses.  Drop off your completed card 
to either Benson Street Collective or La 

CRAWL … DONT WALK … 
TO THE FIRST ANNUAL 

Electric City 
Vendor Crawl

1.

2.

3.
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Justin Overdeep became a foster parent 
almost 8 years ago, he was 41 years old. In his 
first experience, he was gifted with a set of 3 
year old twin boys. He housed them, nurtured 
and loved them for 6 months. Once they all 
adjusted, their mother was ready to take them 
back. It was only a matter of time and the 
twins returned again for another stay. This 
time it was only for a month. This was the 
beginning of Justin’s journey being a parent.

Being a foster parent requires a sense 
of being emotionally grounded. Caring for 
children and becoming attached is natural. 
Releasing kids into the care of someone else 
can be difficult. Love for each one never really 
fades. Concern for their welfare is much the 
same as any parent. 

Justin and his partner Kirk recently moved 
to Anderson from Rhode Island. They have 
fostered 78 children and have adopted 4. 
They have 3 sons, one grown daughter and 1 

LOVE 
OF A 

FATHER

Justin Overdeep became a foster parent almost eight years 
ago at age 41. He and his partner Kirk have fostered 78 chil-

dren and adopted four.
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younger daughter. Nova is 18, Christian is 17, 
Gabriel is 12, William is 7 and their daughter 
Faith is 5. Their dream is to adopt one more. 
Four puppies and a cat make their family 
complete.

They were certified as foster parents in 
Rhode Island. Once they become certified in 
South Carolina, they will continue to foster 
children. This is a familiar lifestyle for Justin. 

His parents had 3 children of their own, they 
fostered over 300 children and adopted 9. His 
mother’s superpower is fostering and adopting 
those with medical challenges. Her gift has 
obviously imprinted on Josh, as two of his 
children are autistic. 

“I learned to be a dad from one of the best. 
My hope is that my kids feel the same uncon-
ditional love that my parents continue to give 
me and countless other children still, to this 
day.”

Their biggest challenge in Rhode Island 
was dealing with the state regulations. They 
were warned before they moved here that 
the South Carolina school system was very 

difficult in cases of special needs. Justin says 
he found out that in Anderson District 5, it is 
just the opposite. The staff has been welcom-
ing and very helpful. Their biggest challenge 
is the renovations on their house. Being a 
foster parent requires lots of room for kids. 
They bought a house with plenty of space, 
but are making the space suitable for a large 
family. When your capacity to love is open 
and spacious, only the same kind of house will 
accommodate.

This father’s day,  celebrate those who are 
opening their homes and hearts to children 
who are fatherless. Their love is unconditional 
and the result is a soul that is healed.

Over the last month, I have learned that no 
matter how intentional you choose to be and 
how much time you have with your child(chil-
dren), the time will never be enough. This 
pregnancy, I experienced a more severe case of 
gestational thrombocytopenia and headaches 
for 21 straight days in the third trimester, and 
our daughter caught the stomach bug a week 
before my due date. This led to significant 
feelings of guilt and feelings of sadness due 
to the expectations I created of how the last 
month “should be.” What I have learned is that 
this guilt is very normal due to the fact that 
nothing will be the same again—things will 
change and things will be different. Change 
and different does not necessarily mean bad.  
I did not expect to feel guilty, yet this experi-
ence has taught me several lessons.

Guilt stemming from:
• Firstborn’s world inevitably is turned 

upside down.
• Giving more attention to baby in front 

of firstborn, and vice versa. Guilt over hurting 
firstborn’s feelings.

• Guilt over feeling inadequate and not 
meeting the needs of family.

• Guilt with not finding the right balance for 
caring for the needs of a baby versus toddler.

• Guilt for having different bonds with 
each child.

• Guilt over worrying that the firstborn 
won’t feel as loved.

• Guilt over not giving the newborn the 
same experiences as the first (e.g., attention, 
new items, nursing).

• Guilt over not having enough quiet 
moments with either child

• Guilt of not having time for other rela-
tionships, friendships, clients, pets, etc.

• The list could GO ON AND ON!

STEPS for releasing guilt:
• Normalize and validate that guilt is com-

mon and OK

• Accept the feelings by allowing them to 
exist without judgment

• Create a mantra, such as everyone sur-
vived today and is breathing

• Create realistic expectations that are 
NOT based on social media. Don’t compare 
your worst to someone’s best

• Give yourself 10-15 minutes daily to 
unwind—separate from your partner and 
your children.

• Share your feelings with others, such as 
other second-time mothers.

• Let go of the need to be superhuman or 
super mom.

• Reframe your goals as this is good 
enough.

• Quality over quantity
• Ask for help from family and friends, and 

possibly visit with a professional
• Remind yourself you are giving your 

child the gift of lifelong friend

Mary-Catherine McClain Riner, Ph.D., Ed.S, 
M.S., is a Licensed Psychologist  with Riner 
Counseling, LLC. Visit www.rinercounseling.com 
or call 864-608-0446.

GUILT AND MOTHERHOOD
MARY- 
CATHERINE  
McCLAIN 
RINER

I’m the proud owner of a beau-
tiful black cat. She was a rescue that 
we got six years ago and my family 
has been in love with our little 
panther ever since. It was a dreary 
and cold January night when we 
adopted her. She crawled up into 
my arms and has really never let go 
since. Her name is Luna and she’s 
as sweet as she can be. She’s mild 
tempered and loves to cuddle. She 
also loves to wear little outfits. 

Believe it or not she actually 
loves baths in the tub and to have 
her fur brushed. We say she’s part 
human and she’s our baby. I’m 

definitely not planning on having 
any other 
real children, 
so I guess 
you could say 
I like to dress 
her up like 
another child 
on special 
occasions like 
her birthday 
and of course 

Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. I often just go to the 
local PetSmart to get her funny 
little accessories. You wouldn’t 

believe the Etsy accounts that offer 
hand sewn darling little hats and 
outfits for small pets. It’s not only 
adorable but hilarious and fun to 
do. Only if the pet doesn’t mind. 
If they get mean, anxious or scared 
then definitely don’t do it, but our 
Luna loves it. 

There are so many precious 
kerchiefs made from crochet. 
Little crowns, dresses or sweaters 
and even little teepees and plush 
bedding they can sleep in, in their 
favorite little corner of the den. 
It’s very important to keep our 
pets clean and healthy. If they 
don’t like an actual bath make 
sure to use a warm cloth to gently 
wash their faces and eyes. They 
really appreciate it. If you’re a cat 
owner make sure to keep their lit-

ter cleaned daily and always clean 
out their food bowls. Those tend 
to carry the most bacteria. 

 Fresh, filtered water is a must 
for our princess. Luna loves to play 
with a hacky sack. She sleeps most 
of the day but exercise will make 
our pets live a long and healthy 
life. So if you’re not a pet owner, 
maybe plan on becoming one. It 
will change your life for the better. 
There is also scientific evidence 
that when we spend time with our 
pets and hug on them and love 
them, it actually releases an oxyto-
cin in our brains. How amazing is 
that? They’re definitely sent from 
above. So make the sidewalk your 
runway for your sweet fur babies. 
Kindness always matters and 
adopt, don’t shop, y’all.

Kristine March

Fashion on four legs
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LOCAL BUSINESSES 
BANK ON US.

With a host of business services and customized solutions, 
Countybank is ready to help grow your business.

As your community bank,  
we focus on what matters — you! 

BANKING    INSURANCE    MORTGAGE    INVESTMENTS    TRUST

ecountybank.com  |  300 North Main Street  |  2125 N Hwy 81 
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BY JIM HARRIS
There is no doubt that axe throwing is 

exploding as a sport and activity. Gaining a 
worldwide audience with ESPN adding cov-
erage of the World Axe Throwing League, 
there seems to be no end in sight as to how 
big it may get. The sport’s origins go back for 
centuries, but it’s only gained international 
prominence in the last decade or so. 

Just this week, Woodchuck’s Axe Throwing 
has opened at 311 North Main Street. With a 
great location convenient to everything in the 
thriving downtown Anderson district, it looks 
like it will be on everyone’s to-do list.

Owner Don Trentham comes from a back-
ground of owning fitness businesses, but when 
he saw axe throwing firsthand, and the great 
times the participants were having, he saw an 
opportunity. The Woodchuck’s in Anderson 
is the first of three planned locations, with 
Georgia and Mississippi coming soon. 

Don compares axe throwing to Top Golf 
or bowling, in that a group can come in just 
to have a great time, or participants can get 
serious about improving their skill levels and 
all points in between. First-time participants 
describe the experience as exhilarating, and 
bullseyes are definite crowd-pleasers.

Youth leagues will soon provide activity 

options during summer break, and adult 
leagues will follow shortly. Don also plans 
league offer-
ings for first 
responders in 
the area. Ages 
13 and up are 
welcome, but 
those under 18 will need to be accompanied 
by a parent. To tie in with the grand opening, 
Woodchuck’s is offering a Father’s Day special 
as well.

Basic instructions are printed on the score-
cards, and the coaching team is always avail-

able to give 
pointers. Don 
and his coach-
ing team will 
help you and 
your group get 

set up in your lane, then come back with addi-
tional tips as needed. They want to help make 
the axe stick in the target. As Don says, “We 
want people to have fun. If you aren’t sticking 

the board, you may not like it”. 
Don and his team have taken multiple 

steps to ensure the safety of all participants. 
Sturdy fencing separates the lanes, and rubber 
flooring helps eliminate bouncing axes in the 
event of a missed throw. Players should wear 
closed-toed shoes. Axes are provided, but you 
can bring your own.

You can tell there is a Southern connec-
tion, with the available refreshments for par-
ticipants including Cheerwine, Moonpies, RC 
Cola, and pork rinds. A selection of Southern 
craft beers will be coming soon, with some-
thing for every taste. Don also intends to pur-
sue a relationship with area wineries.

Players can make reservations through 
the company’s website, google, and Instagram 
pages, and drop-ins are welcome. Lane rentals 
are available for 2 to 6 people. Woodchuck’s 
Axe Throwing is open Tuesday through 
Friday, 2 PM until 10 PM, and Saturdays 
from noon until 10. The facility can also be 
reserved for larger groups or private functions, 
including gender reveal and birthday parties. 
Axe throwing is also a popular option with 
companies for team-building exercises. Live 
music is also in the plans, as they prepare to 
become a destination of choice on Anderson’s 
activities calendar.

Woodchuck’s Axe Throwing opens in Anderson
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THE CITY OF ANDERSON PRESENTS...

MONTHLY WORKSHOPS: ON THE THIRD THURSDAY 

RSVP TO: CGADDIS@CITYOFANDERSONSC.COM or 864.231.2604

andersoncityeconomicdevelopment.com

B. Y.    B.O.
Build Your Own Business

A year-long series that will help you 
build your business from the ground up!

JUNE 17TH    Paid Advertising: Nail your platform

JULY 15TH    City Resources: Grab your toolbox

AUG 19TH    Artist to Entrepreneur: Put on your hardhat

SEPT 16TH    How to Start a Food Business: DHEC approved

OCT 21TH    Accounting: Pour concrete results

NOV 18TH   Trending Business Tools: Hammer it out

The City of Anderson is excited 
to present the year-long series 

B.Y.O.B.
Build Your Own Business

A program designed to 
equip you with the information, 
skills, and resources in order 

to create a successful business

The third Thursday of every month 
from 12:00 - 1:30pm

features topic experts who will 
give you the tools to build 

your business

All sessions are free! 
Registration is required for lunch

Face masks required 
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Gardenias are blooming

Spots in the garden these day are 
about fragrance. An August Beauty 
gardenia (Gardenia jasminoides) at 
the screened porch is perfuming the 
air. Plan A was to have rose bushes 
there. At that time, I had two dogs 
and my Sparkler girl was prone 
to dig. The roses were in whiskey 
barrels and other containers. Only 
two are left, Teasing Georgia, a 
wonderful pale yellow one, and the 
root stock of one. It blooms with 
single, very dark, red flowers. Root 
stock red is in a quality home-made 
container. Teasing Georgia’s whiskey 
barrel is long rotted and she grows 
fine with how soil has found its own 
way through years of decomposing. 
A dwarf gardenia, whose type I 

don’t remember, is in the other qual-
ity home-made container. It’s just 
about choked out with mint and sea 
oat grass (Chasmanthium latifolium). 
Birds planted the grass from where 
it grows in the woods. I like the 
seed heads so I leave it, only cutting 
it with the lawnmower and pulling 
some, to keep it in check.

The August Beauty gardenia 
was also once in a whiskey barrel, 
long ago rotted. Many of its roots 
were exposed because Sparkler dug 
around it after the barrel rotted. 
I’ve been adding leaves the last few 
years to cover the roots. It has done 
fine as well and got a pretty hard 
pruning last year because it had just 
about outgrown its spot. Tags will 
say it grows five feet tall and three to 
four feet wide. They get bigger than 
that. They bloom mainly this time 
of year but will bloom sporadically 
throughout the summer with a little 
flush of bloom again as late summer 
temps start to cool. 

If you don’t have room for one 

this big, there are smaller varieties. 
Radicans will be only two or so 
feet tall and wide. The flowers look 
like August Beauty. It seems to me 
they don’t bloom as much. Kleim’s 
is another small one, growing about 
three by three. The blooms are 
single. Kleim’s is a profuse bloomer. 
The shrub can be almost white from 
so many blooms. It blooms earlier 
than August Beauty too. This would 
be a good way to stretch the fra-
grance time. I learned about Golden 
Magic recently. It is a small one that 
has yellow flowers. No, traditional 
ways must stand. Gardenias are 
white. Plus hardy zone shows it will 
not winter over for us. 

Good air circulation is a must as 
gardenias are prone to white flies. 
White flies can be difficult to get 
rid of too. Horticultural oil and 
insecticidal soap are best options. 
Sometimes a good blast of water, if 
they are caught soon enough, will 
wash away the eggs. Technically, 
they are cousins to aphids and scale, 

not flies at all. Chemical methods 
will also kill beneficial insects that 
keep bad bugs in check. Sometimes 
a good spraying of the underside 
of leaves with dishwashing liquid is 
enough. I’ve read of people vacuum-
ing the leaves. My oh my, I do good 

to keep the house vacuumed.
Gardenias are easy to root also. 

Take a cutting that does not have 
a bloom. Coat with root tone, put 
in mix of garden soil and sand, and 
you’ll have a new plant, usually 
within a growing season. 

August Beauty gardenia

SUSAN  
TEMPLE  
master  
gardener

THE GARDEN SHOP
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MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Resolutions in disguise
The coach was preparing this as a New 

Years article. His untimely fall that resulted 
in a broken hip, the ensuing surgery and two 
weeks rehabilitation, followed by the demise 
of his L.W. put him slightly off schedule.

You’ve heard me loudly and vociferous-
ly proclaim, “I always make News Years 
Resolutions and what’s more, I’ll always make 
them until I get it right.” Well, forget I said 
that! I’m replacing them with some things to 
avoid. I think they might be easier to keep.

#1 Avoid hypocrisy. What a scurrilous 
blight on mankind when we do, in spades, 
what we admonish others for doing like, 

“Man the preacher went too long today.” After 
this guy just delivered 
a six minute diatribe 
on almost nothing of 
importance.  As the good 
book admonishes,  “Don’t 
complain about the mote 
in thy neighbors eye until 
you remove the log in 
thine own eye.”

#2 Avoid taking any-
thing for granted. Don’t 

expect a friendship to last or a bad habit to 
reoccur if you stop working at it. The erudite 

Satchel Paige once succinctly said. “Don’t look 
back, somebody might be gaining on you.” 
Why not include the USA also: “The price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance.”

If athletics teaches us anything and I 
believe it is a microcosm of life, it is that if you 
think your opponents can’t come back from an 
insurmountable lead, you’re gonna lose. 

#3 Avoid pomposity. You’ll never endear 
yourself to others, if you act smug and pomp-
ous just because your team just won a football 
game. Your friend might embrace a philosophy 
which is, “I don’t let 22 teenagers playing a 
game determine what kind of weekend you 
have.”

#4 Avoid the “I don’t have time to do that 
now syndrome.”  If you don’t have the time 
and energy to do it now, just think tomorrow 
you’ll only be a day older and deeper in debt. 
So prioritize, but don’t procrastinate.

#5 Avoid lecturing. You might be passion-
ate about your politics, your religion or your 
faith, but that doesn’t mean that the prey you 
have cornered is. I’ve reached an age that I 
should be empowered with a certain amount 
of sagacity and wisdom, so why is it I’m get-
ting lectured to so often? 

#6 Avoid saying, “I told you so.” This is 
probably the most egregious of all the above, 
and the hardest one to avoid. We get a deli-
cious feeling of well-being and accomplish-
ment by pointing out we were right. We try 
to disguise it in many ways such as, “It was 
pretty obvious how that was going to turn out. 
The law of averages was working against you. 
What did you expect.” The best way I know to 
destroy a relationship would be a steady diet 
of that type of rhetoric.

#7 Be thankful. Whatever your station 
in life, almost even your circumstances never 
minimize more your blessings. My recent 
experience made me realize that value of 
friends and support systems. Your least ardent 
acquaintance might be a colossus of support 
in your time of need. 

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and head 
football coach at T.L. 
Hanna High School from 
1968-1985. He was also 
a full time member of the 
faculty who taught U.S. 
History.

Jim Fraser

Keeping a wild child like me occupied, and 
preventing me from destroying the house like 
an F5 tornado was challenging, but my grand-
mother had her ways. 

  “ Grandmother, 
there’s a red bird in the 
front yard”. She’d say,  If 
you put salt on its tail, 
you can catch it”.  I’d get 
the salt shaker and slowly 
opened the screen door 
and creep down the steps 
with the salt shaker 
poised in my right 
hand, and my 

left hand ready for the capture. I took 
a second to look back at my grand-
mother standing at the door with a 
knowing smile, and I would be feeling 
the pride of thinking I was about to 
trick that red bird into my hands. If 
there had been iPhones back then, the 
next few moments would be record-
ed and go viral on YouTube within 
seconds. But all I have is a memory of 
that salt shaker flying through the air 

and knocking 
that red bird 
out cold as it 
left the ground. 
The odds of that 
happening were 
astronomical, but 
it had happened, and 
I looked back at my 
grandmother, and 
her mouth was agape 
with astonishment. 
I walked toward the 
unconscious cardi-
nal, and just as I was 
about to grab the 
lifeless mound of red 
feathers, it shook it’s 

head and flew away in a flash.  Underneath 
the salt shaker was one small Red Feather. I  

sprinkled a little salt on it, and picked 
it up.  I kept that salty feather in my 

pocket, it was the only evidence 
I had of my most unbelievable 
bird hunting excursion. The 
salt shaker would be the 
only casualty that day, and 
never saw the inside again. 

At supper that evening I 
told my grandfather what 
happened, and pulled out 
that salty feather as proof. 
He looked at my grand-

mother with a  question 
mark on his face, and she 

denied my true tale, saying, 
“ he must have picked up that 

thing outside somewhere”.  I 
couldn’t believe it, my only eye-

witness was turning against me, 
and I would be known as a pants on 

fire fibber, never to have my stories heard as 
truth again.

He then looked at me and said, “Get that 
nasty feather out of here, and go wash your 
hands”. I got up from the table with my salty 
feather evidence, walked over to the kitchen 
sink, and washed my hands, letting the salty 
feather go down the drain, along with my 
innocence. I wasn’t hungry anymore, and as I 
was leaving the kitchen I heard my grandfa-
ther say, “PASS the SALT.”

THE SALTY FEATHER

Neal Parnell

BY RICH OTTER
Ravished by an 1840 freshet and 

repeated storms and bypassed by 
the iron horse, the final demise of 
Andersonville occurred with inun-
dation by waters of Hartwell Lake 
in 1962. 

Founded in 1901, about a quar-
ter of a century before the City of 
Anderson by Anderson’s namesake 
Revolutionary War hero Robert 
Anderson along with Captain 
Samuel Earle and Colonel Baylis 
Earle who laid out the town, it was 
strategically located at the Savannah 
River headwaters formed by the 
Tugaloo and Seneca rivers. It was 
destined to become a major shipping 
location connecting with Hamburg 
and Augusta. From Hamburg the 
shipped commodities were carried 
by land to Charleston. 

The town was also serviced by 
two ferries the cables for one of 
which were still functional well into 
the mid-20th century. The land for 
the town was owned by Samuel 
Earle who purchased 340 acres from 
Joab Mauldin.

A substantial residential com-

munity blossomed with many fine 
homes. In addition, Historian and 
author Frank A. Dickson reported 
that ”Andersonville included an 
iron foundry, a flour and grist mill, 
cotton gin, a tailor shop, a sawmill, a 
wagon shop, a gun factory, livery sta-
bles, warehouses, a tan yard, a black-
smith shop, a shoe shop, and cotton 
and wool factories.” Andersonville’s 
Southern Clock Company became 
a producer of fine quality Ogee 30 
hour spring clocks. 

The community accommodated 
a 40 room hotel as well as many 
retail establishments. At one time 
Andersonville was said to have sur-
passed both the City of Anderson 
and Town of Pendleton in popula-
tion and productivity. 

Townville are farmer Fed 
Dobbins recalled” “Andersonville 
was the only commercial center for 
this part of the state. It was about as 
far as you could go in the river. To 
go any further you just had to put it 
on a wagon.”

Louise Vandiver reported “its 
trade with Hamburg and Augusta 
were brisk during the days when 

river navigation was the means of 
carrying freight…After the Civil 
War there was a factory established 
in Andersonville for making yarn 
from cotton seed. It was probably 
the only one of its kind ever oper-
ated in the South.” In addition, the 
town boasted substantial education 
facilities including an academy for 
young ladies.

The community was thriving, 
a major engine in the upstate of 
South Carolina and picture of 
progress. But then when the freshet 
struck in 1840. The cotton and 
wool mills and the cotton gin were 
devastated. They rebuilt but were 
again inundated in 1852 and never 
recovered.

An effort was made to attract 
railroads to the community as the 

water traffic dwindled but trains 
bypassed Andersonville. Industry 
evaporated and residents left for 
more prosperous localities. The 
post office closed in 1893. The fine 
homes disintegrated and the land 
was mostly left to campers.

Then came the project that 
permanently spelled doom to 
Andersonville, Hartwell Lake. 
Remains of the community were dis-
mantled, graves were moved and the 
waters rose. The hills that remain 
above waterline stretch about two 
miles and the island is irregularly 
shaped with numerous coves. The 
island is about three-fourths of a 
mile from the nearest shore. 

Remnants of a road built in 
the 20th Century stretch down 
the length of the island with some 

few stones still present as a gentle 
reminder of the time there was a 
thriving community on the land. 
Other islands nearby represent 
peripheral habitation sites that once 
existed in the area. All are now 
locations for campers, picnickers 
and adventurers, most of whom are 
unaware of the vibrant community 
that once pulsed under their feet or 
boats.

ANDERSONVILLE

Ferry to Andersonville remains, 1943

Southern Clock Company, 
Andersonville, S.C.
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ANDERSON MINI 
WAREHOUSE AND 

BOAT STORAGE
4303 Edgewater Way
Anderson SC 29621

(864)224-1991

Auction scheduled online 
through Storagetreasures.
com starting June 7, and 

ending on June 24

Tenant Name Unit # Description

Sierra Galloway 202 Household items

Myra Skelton  206 Household items

Stephanie Heath 222 Household items

Chris Pugh 311 Household items

Jennifer Leopard 318 Household items 

Antwan Jeter  319 Household items

Rhonda Galloway 354 Household items

Keith Tant 377 Household items

Renee Anderson 409 Household items

Jerry Reece 537 Household items

Gerald Smith  561 Household items

BY AMIE BUICE 
Filling walls, especially large ones, can be 

quite daunting. Large walls covered in a gallery 
of art add so much warmth to a home, but it 
takes years and years to collect enough art to 
do so. In past columns I have written about 
creating gallery walls with art, and even with 
plates, but there are other ways to create a 
gallery that don’t include a collection of framed 
art. Below I’ve listed some ideas for filling 
empty walls that you may not have thought 
of – but that will instantly add warmth and 
interest to any room of your home!

Hats: It’s almost summertime, which 
means many of us have pulled out all of our 
straw hats. Instead of keeping them stored in 
your closet, hang them on your wall for tex-
ture and color. 

Mirrors: If you visit your local craft or 
thrift store you will find an array of mirrors for 
great prices. Collect a bunch of different shapes 
and sizes and use them to fill a small bath-
room, hallway or staircase. Not only will it be 
beautiful, but it will make the space fill larger. 

Cutting boards: If you love a charcuterie 
board as much as I do chances are you have 
some wooden cutting boards stacked in your 
kitchen. Rather than taking up counter space, 
hang them! They will look warm, inviting, and 
give you easy access for upcoming entertaining. 

Silver Trays and Plates: Again, you may have 
these stored away for entertaining. If not, you 
can find them at any thrift shop. Pull out the 
ones that never get used and hang them on your 
Dining Room wall! This is a quick way to add a 
bit of sophistication and shine to your space.  

Another benefit of creating a gallery wall out 
of a collection of one thing is that it seems inten-
tional and tidy. Enjoy collecting things around 
your home or around town and freshen up your 
room by hanging them! Beyond adding interest 
to your room, hanging some of these things is a 
great way to store items that might otherwise be 
taking up unwanted space. That’s a win, win! 

CREATING HOME

Gallery walls
Photo via Country Home Magazine

Kim von Keller

NIBBLE & SIP

Last week was one of my favorite weeks 
of the year, my extended family’s annual 
week at the Isle of Palms. We’ve kept up 
this tradition since 1993, and what started 

as a Ninja Warrior 
exercise of lugging 
sand buckets, boo-
gie boards, chairs, 
towels, and coolers 
across the sand 
dune and down to 
the water’s edge has 
now become just a 
stroll to the shore… 
for the parents. The 

great thing about our family’s younger 
generation in 2021 is that they’re all bigger 
and stronger than us, so we make them 
haul everything to the beach AND back.

The other good thing about the younger 
generation is that they’re all over the age 
of 21, which means that every evening at 
5:00, we gather for a Nibble and Sip. Once 
the sand has been washed off, sharing a 
drink and a snack is a great way to ease 
into the evening, whether we’re cooking in 
or dining out. The drinks are simple, they 

A day at the beach
can be made in batches, and nobody gets more 
than one; after all, nobody wants to shake 10 
individual cocktails, and it doesn’t set a good 
example for the young folks if the parents are 
behaving like they’re at a fraternity party.

One of the favorites of the week at the 
IOP was Mint Julep Iced Tea. It was refresh-
ing and not too sweet, with the brightness of 
fresh mint and citrus balancing the bourbon’s 
caramel notes and the tea’s tannins. And in my 
mind, there’s only one snack to have with any 
type of iced tea, and that’s Barbara’s Pimento 
Cheese. Named for my mother, this pimento 
cheese was always on hand for family gather-
ings or picnics. It’s the cream cheese that sets it 
apart. Whether you use it to make mini sand-
wiches or simply let your guests spread it on 
crackers, I wouldn’t count on leftovers. Sneak 
in a few hands of Rummy before going to din-
ner, and that’s what I’d call a day at the beach.

Mint Julep Iced Tea
16 mint leaves
2 lemons, sliced
2 limes, sliced
2 c. bourbon
3 c. sweetened iced tea

additional mint leaves and lemon/lime slic-
es, to garnish

In the bottom of a pitcher, combine the 
mint leaves with the lemon and lime slices. 
Mash with the back of a large spoon to release 
the mint and citrus oils. Add the bourbon 
and the iced tea and stir well. Refrigerate until 
chilled. When ready to serve, stir the mixture 
well before pouring ½ cup into ten tall glasses 
filled with ice. Garnish with mint leaves and 
lemon-lime slices.

Barbara’s Pimento Cheese
1 lb. extra-sharp cheddar cheese, shredded
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
½ c. mayonnaise, plus extra, if desired
⅓ c. drained jarred diced pimentos
½ to 1 t. hot sauce (I like Tabasco.)
salt and black pepper, to taste
Bread, crackers, or celery sticks, for serving
Place shredded cheese in a food processor 

bowl and pulse several times until chopped 
small; empty cheese into a mixing bowl. To the 
food processor bowl, add the softened cream 
cheese, ½ c. mayonnaise, and ½ t. hot sauce and 
blend until smooth. Scrape the mixture into the 
mixing bowl with the cheese and stir well with 
a rubber spatula, adding additional mayonnaise 
to your desired texture and additional hot 
sauce, plus salt and pepper, to taste. Use as a 
filling for mini sandwiches or serve as a spread 
with crackers or celery sticks. Serves 6-8. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR LIEN

Pursuant to SC Statutory Law, 
personal property from the 

following unit will be sold on 

June 11, 2021 at 10:00 am at 
www.storageauctions.com by 
Stowaway Self Storage, 4350 

Highway 24, Anderson, SC 
29626. 

Unit B51, T. Stancil - Unit 
appears to have the following: 

Washer Dryer, Refrigerator, 
Couch, Recliner, Flat Screen 

TV, Mattress’ and Table

Property being sold to satisfy 
a lien for storage rent. 

Terms of sale: Cash Only

Bidders must sign in prior 
to sale. Sale will be through 
www.storageauctions.com
Unit availability subject to 

prior redemption by tenant. 
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Coronavirus forces 
concert cancellations

Justin Tyme

HOT HITSNIBBLE & SIP

community

By the time you are reading this it is likely 
that there have been even more cancellations, 

restrictions, and all 
around disappoint-
ment due to the 
covid-19 virus. 
It’s serious. 
Locally all events 
at arenas have 
been postponed. 
Who knows if 
these shows will ever 
get rescheduled. With 

the price of concert tickets averaging about 
$150 dollars its fair to say this is a huge deal 
for many Americans.

What was your first concert? Mine 
was Milli Vanilli, Young MC, and Sweet 
Sensation at the War Memorial Auditorium 
in Rochester, NY. My ticket cost $22. I even 
had great seats! But now it costs $22 for 
a beer and a hot dog., and another $22 to 
park the car. My point is today people plan 

months even years in advance to go see a 
show. Many times they fly 

out of town to Miami 
or Vegas with the 

girls, or the broth-
ers, or for a roman-
tic weekend. All of 
that has come to a 
grinding halt.

Locally Jay Leno, 
The Zac Brown 

Band, and Adam 
Sandler had to call of their 

shows. In Atlanta Taylor Swift, 
Kenny Chesney, Green Day and BTS won’t 
be performing for fans.If your first concert 
has been called off because of the virus keep 
your chin up. You saved a lot of money and 
hey at least your first concert wasn't Milli 
Vanilli. Stay safe. Wash your hands.

Justin Tyme can be heard on HOT 98.1 
Saturdays and Sundays.

When I started this column, I introduced 
Nibble and Sip as an easy way to get together 
with friends on a Friday night: Shake up a 
cocktail, whip up an easy appetizer, and hang 
out for a couple of hours before people move 
along to a real dinner.

But nibbles and sips aren’t just for Fridays. 
A delicious drink and snack would be appre-
ciated at a bridesmaid’s get-together, after a 
contentious HOA meeting, or amongst Little 
League parents. (But please, not before the 
game. Using your Liquid Courage to yell at an 
umpire will land you in jail or on YouTube.)

I think one of the best places for a nibble 
and sip is a book club. Adding food and drink 
to the mix makes the atmosphere a little more 
casual, and that may encourage members to 
offer their opinions more freely. Long consid-
ered a woman’s domain, there are book clubs 
for men too. In Marin County, California, 
there’s a club called, oddly enough, the Man 
Book Club that’s been meeting since 2007. In 
Australia, there are Tough Guy Book Clubs 
that have been meeting around the country for 
almost a decade. There are also book clubs for 
couples. If you enjoy a good story, find a club 
to join or start one on your own.

One of the great things about serving a 
nibble and sip at a book club is that you have a 
built-in theme. If you’re reading Amor Towles’ 
“Rules of Civility,” the story of a small-town 
girl thrust into New York’s high society, you 
could set up a Bubbly Bar and serve Roasted 
Smashed Potatoes (December 26, 2019 edi-
tion). If you’re reading Aravind Adiga’s “The 
White Tiger,” the story of a young Indian boy’s 
rise to wealth and power, serve Chai Blossoms 
and Mumbai Sliders ( January 9, 2020 edition).

A popular book among women’s, men’s, 
and couples’ book clubs is Fredrik Backman’s 
“A Man Called Ove.” Ove is a grumpy, reclu-

sive Swede who rides roughshod over his 
neighborhood association until a young family 

moves next door. Set in 
Sweden, it cries out for a 
Swedish nibble and sip. 
Toast Skagen are deli-
cious little open-faced 
shrimp sandwiches, and 
to accompany them, an 
easy and delicious cock-
tail is the Kilsbergen 
Martini, which features 
Swedish vodka and the 

flavors of forest fruits. You and your book club 
will be shopping for Saabs in no time.

Toast Skagen
6 slices of whole-grain bread
softened butter
1 pound cooked baby shrimp
3 T. mayonnaise
3 T. sour cream
1 T. chopped fresh dill
salmon caviar, optional
Lightly spread both sides of each bread 

slice with softened butter. In a skillet over 
medium heat, grill the bread slices until gold-
en on both sides. Set aside to cool, and slice 
each bread slice in half diagonally.

In a mixing bowl, gently stir the shrimp, 
mayonnaise, sour cream, and dill until combined. 
Spoon on top of the grilled bread halves and top 
with salmon caviar, if desired. Serves 12.

Kilsbergen Martini
1 ½ oz. Absolut Kurant
½ oz. crème de cassis
¼ oz. fresh lemon juice
Add all ingredients to a cocktail shaker and 

fill with ice. Shake vigorously and strain into a 
martini glass. Serves 1. 

There are cocktails in those books

Kim von Keller

As I watched the salesman pitch the nine-
inch garden gnome, I listened in awe and won-
der as the familiar phrase was uttered from 

his mouth through my 
big screen speakers, “It’ll 
change your life”. Could 
this be true? Could a 
solar-powered garden 
gnome with glowing 
L.E.D. red eyes actually 
change my life? He con-
tinued to astonish me 
with the many mystical 
attributes of this can’t 

live without elf wannabe. According to this 
professor of gnomeology, trespassers, burglars, 
and even garden pests such as rabbits, squir-
rels, snakes, and deer could be repelled by the 
ever glowing eyes of your new little friend. But 
wait, there’s more. This nine inches of techno-

logical tenacity also contains a motion-activat-
ed night vision camera with built-in speakers, 
so that you, that is to say, the gnome, can 
actually speak to the garden intruder from the 
safety of your kitchen window.

I was beginning to be brainwashed by the 
gnome selling guru, while the flashing text at the 
bottom of the screen said, only 500 left. Panic 
was setting in as I realized that everyone but 
me would have this prized piece of plastic plant 
protection. The pitchman became extremely 
animated as he explained that for five easy pay-
ments of twenty-nine ninety-nine, a box would 
arrive at my home, delivered free of charge 
within three days. With credit card in hand, I 
logged on to the site, and just as I was about to 
purchase with one easy click, I came to my sens-
es, and suddenly realized, I don’t have a garden, 
and the only thing in my life that would change 
would be my ever-decreasing bank account. 

It’ll change your life

Neal Parnell

Katie Laughridge

Most all of us have fond childhood mem-
ories of spending summer break having fun, 
going on exciting adventures and spending 
quality time with family and friends. Now as 
parents with our own families, we desire to 
create that same unforgettable summer magic 

that will forever be trea-
sured by our little ones 
as they too grow older. 
However, despite our 
best intentions, the one 
challenge we all have 
in common is how to 
best entertain our little 
ones while carting them 
around in a vehicle all 
summer.

Although I don’t have 
the magic solution for 
every challenge you may 

encounter this summer, I do have a few ideas 
that may help make your car trips a little more 
pleasant:

• Coloring books, art pads, crayons, and 
stickers (Michael’s always has coloring books 
at their checkout counters for only $1). There’s 
nothing more exciting than a new coloring 
book, especially if it features one of your child’s 
favorite characters. 

• Have a coloring contest or challenge your 
child to use every color in their crayon box to 
color a picture! 

• A construction paper pad and gel pens is 
another good way to encourage your child to 
use their imagination to create something new.

• Books: Keep a few age-appropriate books 
in your car and change them out periodically. 
Board books are great for babies and toddlers 
(even if they do put them in their mouths!). 
Picture books and non-fiction books are per-
fect for your school-aged child. Your older 
school-age children generally prefer chapter 
books, and likely already have their own favor-
ites. Be sure to encourage them to grab their 
book from the nightstand and bring it along 
for the ride. If you don’t have access to an ade-
quate supply of books, the Anderson County 
Library has an endless supply of great books 
for all ages- plus you can check out up to twen-
ty books at a one time.

• Portable Etch-A-Sketch’s and Magna 
Doodles are also great! Use these to encour-
age your child to create a masterpiece, play 
Pictionary, or practice writing their name, 
“abc’s” and “123’s”.

• Road Trip Games: Check out your local 
Dollar Store for small board games in little 
bags. 

• Small Toy Figures (for younger children): 
Your local Dollar Store has a great selection of 
your child’s favorite toy figures. Store these in 
small plastic bags, and get one or two out as a 
surprise when your child starts getting antsy 
and bored. 

I hope you and your family have a great 
and memorable summer.  Stay safe and happy 
traveling!

A TRAVELING 
WE WILL GO…

BY ANN BAILES
A couple of years ago, our family saw 

all kinds of bird life from our porch during 
a vacation in a house on the marsh at 
Pawleys Island - herons, terns, egrets, peli-
cans, purple martins, and much more.

But the first afternoon, we saw some-
thing that wasn’t so obvious -- a larger 
plain brown bird that crept out from under 
the dock, hunched over with a long orange 
downturned bill.  It ventured out a little, 
ran back, and then quickly made its way 
across the back yard to the neighbors’ dock.  
But the bigger and cuter show was still 
coming.  This mama bird came back out - 
and following her were three adorable tiny 
chicks, covered with black down.  The four 
birds scurried across the yards and quickly 
secluded themselves back under our dock.  

This was our close-up introduction to 
the clapper rail - more commonly known 
as a “marsh hen.”  These very secretive birds 
are often heard but rarely seen in tall salt 
marsh grass all up and down our Carolina 
coast.  According to the Audubon website, 
they let out a “clattering cackle” --a “kek” 
repeated several times from deep in the 
marsh.  Anyone familiar with beach hab-
itat knows that sound - especially when a 

group of them gets going together!
Clapper rails spend their entire lives in the 

salt marsh. They seldom fly, but rather walk 
with a stilted gait. They spend most of their 
time foraging for whatever is available to eat, 
and they’re not picky.  These rails are so secre-
tive that biologists have difficulty estimating 
their numbers. They are not considered to be 
threatened; however, extensive beach develop-
ment is slowly destroying their habitat.  

As the week went on, we watched for “our” 

clapper rail and chicks every day, 
making sure that they were still fine, 
since in the absence of much marsh 
grass behind our house, the docks 
appeared to be their home. Several 
times a day they’d make a dash across 
the back yard from one dock to the 
other.

Our last night at the beach we 
were also introduced to a phenome-
non known as a king tide - an uncom-
mon and much higher than normal 
high tide, that came almost up to the 
house.  The undersides of both docks 
were completely flooded.  We won-
dered about our marsh hens’ chances 
to make it through that high water, 
and although animals instinctively 

know survival tactics, it still appeared that 
nothing under those docks could have lived 
through that king tide.  

Next morning before going home, I had to 
get in one final time of sitting on the porch, 
enjoying the beautiful marsh breezes and 
sights.  And, after several minutes - here came 
the mama, scurrying between the two docks.  
Soon afterward, the little ones followed her. 
“Our” clapper rail family had made it.  We 
could go home in peace.

Carolina’s secretive marsh hen 
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$500 off of a custom  
Sleep Appliance

Gabrielle F. Cannick, DMD, PhD
Grand Oaks Dental, LLC  

3905 Liberty Highway, Anderson, SC, 29621
Call 864-224-0809 or visit www.grandoaksdental.com 

EMA� works by open-
ing the bite and gently 
advancing the mandi-
ble (or jaw) with elastic 
straps to increase 
airway space.

This custom-made oral 
appliance is only avail-
able through dental 
professionals.

Ask your dentist if 
EMA is right for you.

For a  
better 
night’s 
sleep

YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Achieving emotional wellness in your life
Happiness is a mindset 

for your journey, not the 
result of your destination. 
(Shawn Achor)

It’s no secret modern life as we are current-
ly living it is stressful. I see it in my patients, 
and I suspect they reflect the feelings of mil-
lions of our fellow citizens.

Is there a proven way to raise our “happi-
ness quotient”?

Yes, if we will embrace it. Recent medical 
studies confirm that positive emotions result 
in a sense of well-being which leads to better 
health, even longer life. People who think 
positively have lower risk of dying of all causes 
compared with those their own age who have 
a gloomier view of life.

Medical science is finding that through 
the discipline of practicing what is called 
“mindfulness” we can achieve a higher level 

of joy and peace in our lives. Mindfulness 
means focusing on the present moment, 
and it is emerging as THE key element that 

determines our level 
of happiness in life 
– and leads us to a 
healthier mind and 
body. Consider: Simple 
pleasures. We all tend 
to focus on big events 
in our lives. To help 
sustain a positive atti-
tude focus daily on 
enjoyable moments 
while experiencing 
them. Slow down and 

savor pleasurable feelings. Do not let them slip 
by unnoticed.

Be thankful and grateful. Try living every 
day with greater appreciation for what you 
have and what you receive. Focus on here and 
now, whether it be pleasant or unpleasant. 
From this comes the ability to better deal with 
problems as they arise. Worry less about the 

future (which we cannot control) and regrets 
over the past. NOTE: Research shows that 
those who practice this also worry less about 
issues of self-esteem. Going a step further, 
consider this. When we focus on the positive, 
we gain something important – resilience – 
which enables us to weather the storms of life 
that are bound to come.

Finally, in survey after survey older people 
report that despite the ups and downs they 
have experienced through the years, they have 
become more satisfied with their lives as they 
age. Why? Researchers studying the aging 
process have found older folks tend to focus 
more on what is pleasurable. They accept their 
limitations and use their experience to com-
pensate. And, best of all, they set goals for the 
future believing “this year will be better than 
last”.

The take-away? The earlier in life we adopt 
these practices of mindfulness the greater the 
impact on the quality, and possibly length, of 
our lives. Now that’s personal power. You are 
in charge of your life – your happiness – by 

living in the moment. If you have questions, or 
would just like to talk, feel free to call. We are 
here to help you. Think of us as your home-
town resource for guidance and support.

Dr. Gabrielle F. Cannick is the owner of 
Grand Oaks Dental, located at 3905 Liberty 
Highway in Anderson. A strong believer that 
dental fear and anxiety should not prevent any 
patient from receiving the highest quality dental 
care, Dr. Cannick has received extensive training 
in Sedation Dentistry and is a certified mem-
ber of the Dental Organization for Conscious 
Sedation. She is also a member of the South 
Carolina Dental Association, the American 
Dental Association, the Academy of General 
Dentistry, and the American Academy of Dental 
Sleep Medicine.

For more information about Grand Oaks 
Dental and the services provided, please call 864-
224-0809, or click to grandoaksdental.com or 
visit us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/GrandOaksDental

 

 
 
YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE 
 

Yes, A Woman’s Oral Health Can Change Throughout Life.  
 
By Dr. Gabrielle Cannick, DM, PhD. 
 Grand Oaks Dental 
 
Let me start by reminding everyone this is Women’s Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, an important annual effort to increase public awareness of this devastating 
illness. The sobering fact is approximately 250,000 women in the US will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer – this year. More than 40,500 will die.  
 
There is no sure way to prevent breast cancer. But there are things you can do 
that might lower your risk. Medical research has linked some forms of breast 
cancer to alcohol consumption, obesity and lack of exercise. The American Cancer 
Society recommends maintaining a healthy weight throughout life by balancing 
your food intake with physical activity. And of course, women should take 
advantage of today’s better screening that can lead to early detection.  
 
Ladies do not ignore this. 
 
Further, I want to take this opportunity to emphasize that women also have 
unique oral health care challenges throughout their lives.  
 
My female patients will often ask, “Do my oral health needs change as I age? If so 
how?” Due to normal hormonal fluctuations, women’s oral health needs change at 
different stages throughout life, i.e. puberty, pregnancy. Moreover, medical 

Dr. Gabrielle  
F. Cannick
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What is the best defense against viral infection? 
Boost your immune system now!

Dr. Gabrielle  
F. Cannick
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Lately the news has been filled with reports 
about the viral outbreak in China. As I write 

this it has spread to 
other countries with 
some cases reported 
here in the United 
States. Indeed, we seem 
to be experiencing 
more such episodes. 
Undeniably we are 
more globally connect-
ed than at any time 
in history — thereby 
increasing our exposure.

This begs the ques-
tion: Is there anything we can do in our daily 
lives to help protect ourselves and our loved 
ones from these health risks?

Yes. We can boost our immune systems, a 
marvelous frontline defense in the on-going 
war taking place in our bodies. We do get sick, 
but despite constant attack most of the time we 
remain healthy. Our immune system is com-
prised of white blood cells that recognize and 

destroy specific invaders. On top this our brain 
contains messenger molecules produced by our 
immune system that enable the brain and the 
immune system to work together in harmony 
to protect us.

It is nothing short of amazing. And it proves 
how our physical condition is closely related to 
our mental and emotional state. If we’re happy 
and free from stress, our immune system is 
better able to fight sickness. Enjoyment can 
boost the body’s immune system for hours. 
Positive feelings stimulate the spleen, pro-
ducing an increase in healthy red blood cells 
and simultaneously increasing the number of 
cancer-fighting cells. Experiencing pleasure 
can increase levels of a compound in the body 
called immunoglobulin A — our first line of 
defense against colds and flu.

Armed with this knowledge, who would not 
want to boost their immune system? The blue-
print is well known. Make it your life’s mission 
to embrace a healthy lifestyle: 

Diet. Stick with whole food, not processed 
food. Eat fresh fruits, vegetables, and lean cuts 

of meat. Drinking plenty of water helps cells 
operate more efficiently to process food and 
eliminate waste.

Exercise. Even moderate exercise mobilizes 
immune system cells, helping the body defend 
itself against pathogens and even cancer cell 
growth. Exercise may also protect the immune 
system from the effects of aging.

Stress Reduction. Prolonged stress may 
wear down the immune system. To keep your 
stress in check, there’s meditation and yoga. But 
to keep it simple, try deep breathing to relax!

Sleep. Vital to preventing sickness is eight 
hours sleep each night. A study of thousands of 
people found that those who slept less than six 
hours were more likely to have infections. (Our 
practice specializes in assisting patients with 
sleep issues.)

Add to this your personal hygiene. The sim-
ple act of washing your hands is one of the most 
effective things we can do to prevent the spread 
of germs that cause infectious diseases including 
viruses. In addition, there is flossing and brush-
ing daily coupled with regular dental checkups.

Bleeding gums allow bacteria into our 
bodies which can weaken our immune system. 
Please call us with questions. Think of us as 
your hometown resource for guidance and 
support.

Dr. Gabrielle F. Cannick is the owner of Grand 
Oaks Dental, located at 3905 Liberty Highway 
in Anderson. A strong believer that dental fear 
and anxiety should not prevent any patient from 
receiving the highest quality dental care, Dr. 
Cannick has received extensive training in Sedation 
Dentistry and is a certified member of the Dental 
Organization for Conscious Sedation. She is also a 
member of the South Carolina Dental Association, 
the American Dental Association, the Academy of 
General Dentistry, and the American Academy of 
Dental Sleep Medicine.

For more information about Grand Oaks 
Dental and the services provided, please call 864-
224-0809, or click to grandoaksdental.com or visit 
us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
GrandOaksDental.

Get gorgeous with North America’s #1 choice.

*Applies to selected window treatments and Enlightened Style products from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. 
Minimum purchase required. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of 
estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget 
Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated.

25% OFF 
On Selected Window Coverings*

864-332-0612
BudgetBlinds.com/Anderson

Call now for your free consultation at home! 

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re your local, neighborhood experts.

And we’re also backed by North America’s

#1 provider of custom window coverings.

We do it all for you, measure and install —

because we think that everyone, at every

budget, deserves style, service, and the

best warranty in the business.

• Offer expires February 28, 2018Offer expires March 31, 2020

Straight Teeth in 6 MONTHS

MARCH 26MARCH 26MARCH 26
1 DAY ONLY
MARCH 26MARCH 26
1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY1 DAY ONLY

Sign up on 
MARCH 26 and 

SAVE $1000!

Clear Brackets & Wires

Six Month Smiles® Day: Sign up 
on MARCH 26 and SAVE $1000!

Unnoticeable at the surface and 
engineered for quick results to deliver 
an attractive and confident smile.

March 26: Save on Six Month Smiles® Clear Braces.
Sign up on March 26 and SAVE $1000 on treatment. If 
you have crowded, crooked, spaces/gaps, OR rotated 
teeth, then this treatment can change your life.

We have hundreds of incredibly happy patients 
that have had Six Month Smiles® treatment. 
This is our favorite procedure to perform, it’s 
incredible how much can change in 6 months, 
sometimes less. Visit 6MonthSmiles.com to 
hear from real patients and what a difference 
this has made in their lives.

Grand Oaks Dental, LLC
3905 Liberty Highway
Anderson, SC 29621
www.grandoaksdental.com

There will be door prizes including an
Oral B Genius Electric Toothbrush, WaterPik 
Waterflosser, $50 Amazon Gift Card

Call 864-224-0809 to schedule an appointment

Offer expires July 31, 2021
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SATURDAY, JULY 3, 2021 | 1 Mile at 8am | 5K at 8:30am 
Anderson County Courthouse | Downtown Anderson 

Packet Pick-Up: Friday, July 2nd | 12-6pm 
(Carolina Wren Park Pavilion)

Nurses, Teachers, Military, and First Responders run for FREE!

Register online at yourfirstflight.org
All proceeds benefit Operation Active Kids, a First Flight Alliance Initiative

Kim von Keller

I’m not the biggest fan of 
bumper stickers. First, it’s hard to 
express a cheeky, sarcastic idea on 

a space that 
measures 3” x 
10”. Second, 
even if you 
can find one 
that says what 
you’re trying 
to express, 
there’s a good 
chance that 
another driv-

er, possibly one who’s overworked, 
underpaid, exhausted, and emo-
tional — for example, anyone with 
a toddler or a Labrador retriever 
puppy — is going to take issue with 
your thoughts and run you off the 
road. But while space constraints 
and edgy drivers force me to keep 
my smart-alecky thoughts to myself 
on the highway, they’ll never take 
away my freedom of expression 
in the privacy of my own kitchen. 
Readers, I give you the modern tea 
towel.

Way back in the 20th century, 
tea towels were just perpetual-

ly stained, ratty-looking 
lengths of cotton fabric 
that were hidden in kitchen 
drawers until somebody 
spilled something again. 
Twenty-first century tea 
towels, though, are state-
ments of personal philos-
ophy meant for display, 
draped over the oven door 
handle so that guests can 
appreciate your sassy sense 
of humor. And they’re not 
just for women; in recent 
months, Ted and I have both 
received them in gift bags. 
See if you can guess which 
one was meant for whom:

“I couldn’t eat another 
bite… Oh, look, there’s pie!”

“I love Jesus, but I curse 
a little.”

If you guessed that the first 
one was for me, you are correct. 
Technically, the second one could 
apply to me as well, especially if 
someone leaves a crumb-filled 
Cheetos bag in the snack basket 
or I’m trying to untangle a bunch 
of wire coat hangers. But for both 

quantity AND quality cursing, no 
one beats my husband, whose favor-
ite adjective is @#%^&$!*.

And that’s the great thing about 
tea towels. For less than $10, you 
can find one that suits everyone. 
Between the hundreds I saw for sale 
last week at the Historic Charleston 

City Market and the thou-
sands available on the inter-
net, I’ve found the right tea 
towel for each of my friends 
and family members.

For my mother, who 
makes a heck of a pound 
cake: “Good moms let you 
lick the beaters. Great moms 
turn off the mixer first.”

For my sister, who loves 
to watch shows about serial 
killers: “If at first you don’t 
succeed, it’s only attempted 
murder.”

For my daughter, an 
associate attorney by day and 
home renovator by night: 
“It was a rough week, but 
at least I didn’t need bail 
money, so there’s that.”

For her boyfriend, who’s 
not a rise-and-shine kind of guy: “I 
hate morning people. And morn-
ings. And people.”

For my friend Helen, who just 
celebrated a speed-limit birthday: 
“The new sponge in the sink bright-
ened my day. Being an adult is 
stupid.”

But before you go on a tea-towel 
spending spree, you should know 
the first rule of tea towels: You 
CANNOT buy one for yourself. 
A tea towel is a token of affection 
meant to show how well you know 
the recipient. The one I received 
recently is meaningful to me because 
my sister, who gave it to me, knows 
that I will always order pie, even if 
I’m not hungry; that’s what makes it 
a thoughtful gift. And even though 
it will make me cringe just to touch 
it, the Ted Bundy tea towel that you 
can absolutely find online will make 
Lisa know she is loved if she receives 
it from me.

So how do you get your own 
tea towels if you can’t buy them 
for yourself? Think of them like 
engagement rings and start drop-
ping hints. Laugh just a bit too 
loud when you see them at craft 
fairs. Make a fuss over them at your 
friends’ homes. Put them on your 
Amazon wish list. Just remember 
that you’ll never sit at the cool kids’ 
table if you don’t have your own tea 
towel. After all, they’re the bumper 
stickers of the 21st century. 

Bye-bye, bumper sticker —  there’s a new smart-aleck in town
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110 FEDERAL ST, DOWNTOWN ANDERSON

9AM-3PM 
AGES 13-18
JUNE 28-JULY 2

9AM-12PM • AGES 7-12
1PM-4PM • AGES 13-18
JULY 19-23

Summer Theatre Camps

WE’RE GIVING
AWAY OVER

 in need-based camp scholarships this year!
Learn more at markettheatre.org/aid

MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE CAMP 
9AM-12PM OR 1PM-4PM • AGES 12-18 • AUGUST 2-6

—LET'S DANCE!—

Build confidence, communication 
skill, and relationships!

NEW! AUGUST 9-13
JULY 12-16 or 6-30

9AM-3PM • AGES 7-12
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“BUSINESS 
IDEAS WITH 
COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK.”

 JOIN US! 
 EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM 
 FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE 

THE BREW

For more information visit  
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or 

email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES
 102 N. MURRAY AVE. 
 ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

It’s almost Mother’s Day, so if 
you have a daughter, why not cel-
ebrate with a movie night? Put on 
matching jammies, pop some pop-
corn, and stream “Little Women,” in 
which 19th-century sisters Meg, Jo, 
Beth, and Amy March are shepherd-
ed through the obstacles of ado-
lescence by their mom, whom they 
adore. Then, when you’re feeling all 
warm inside, stream a 21st-century 
look at the mother-daughter rela-
tionship, “Lady Bird,” in which an 
argument between the young title 
character and her mother becomes 
so bitter and personal and ANGRY 
that the teenager actually throws 
herself from a moving car.

I still tear up every time I watch 
“Little Women,” but for most moth-
ers and daughters, “Lady Bird” is 
closer to reality. I’ll bet that at least 
once, even Jo wanted to jump out 
of a carriage over some dust-up 
with Marmie. There just seems 

to be something uniquely intense 
about these relationships, so for an 
explanation of the mother-daugh-

ter dynamic 
-- and why it 
is sometimes 
so intense 
-- I turned 
to Dr. Karen 
Lake, Ph.D., 
of Lake 
Psychological 
Services in 
Columbia.

“As girls, we value the esteem 
of our mothers more than anyone 
else’s,” she says. “There’s also no one 
in the whole world that we expect 
to understand us better than our 
moms, and it’s frustrating when 
they don’t live up to understanding 
our every thought and feeling the 
way we think they should. Often, 
the emotional boundaries are a lot 
looser in this relationship because 

we know that we’re always going to 
love each other, so we may feel freer 
to express negative feelings.”

As a mother for almost three 
decades and a daughter for A 
Whole Lot Longer, I am thankful 
that I’ve never had a “Lady Bird” 
blowup with Elizabeth, my daugh-
ter, or Barbara, my mother, two 
people whom I love more than 
almost anyone in the world. We’ve 
definitely had our moments, though, 
when we’ve stubbornly remained 
entrenched in our positions, refus-
ing to give an inch. The most mem-
orable of these stem from arguments 
over clothes, make-up, vegetables, 
piano practice, “Operator” by 
Manhattan Transfer, Girl Scouts, 
pharmacy school, “Cynthia” as a 
name for a cat, and flip-flops as reg-
ular footwear. ( Just for giggles, see 
if you can guess who I argued with 
over which. Answers appear below.)

Each of these arguments seemed 

important at the time, but as I list 
them now, they just seem ridiculous. 
What is not ridiculous, though, are 
the tender moments we’ve shared, 
like the times my mother told me 
that being adopted meant that my 
sister and I were the most wanted 
children in the world. Like the time 
she took me to The Sweetery for tea 
when I was going through a little 
post-partum depression, assuring 
me that everything would be okay. 
Like the time that Elizabeth mem-
orized one of my favorite poems 
and recited it for me on Christmas 
morning as a gift. Like the time she 

and I texted back and forth for an 
hour, Elizabeth in a French train 
station while waiting on a friend 
and me under the covers of my bed, 
trying not to wake her dad.

Whether you’re a mother or 
a daughter, I’d like to wish you a 
Mother’s Day filled with fewer 
squabbles and more hugs, more 
“Little Women” and less “Lady Bird.” 
Just remember that if a car trip is 
involved, everyone remains seated 
until the vehicle comes to a com-
plete stop.

What’s the most ridiculous thing 
you’ve ever argued about with your 
mother or daughter? Email your 
story to editkim50@gmail.com. 
And in case you’re curious, I argued 
with my mother over clothes, vege-
tables, “Operator,” pharmacy school, 
and “Cynthia.” I argued with my 
daughter over makeup, Girl Scouts, 
and flip-flops. I got into it with both 
of them over piano practice.

Kim von Keller

If you survive it, the mother-daughter relationship is the best

I must have been around five years old 
when my Dad told me that we were going 
fishing. He’d bought a couple of cane poles, 

some fishing line and a 
small container of hooks 
that went into the back 
of the station wagon, 
along with a container of 
red worms. 

We were sitting on a 
dock on Broadway Lake 
and Daddy was putting 
one of the worms on 
my hook as I watched it 

squirm and wiggle. I felt a little sad for that 
worm as I lowered it into the water. A few 
seconds later, my first fishing trip was over. 
I had no idea what to expect, and when that 
pole bent and shook in my hands, I let it go 
in a flash, and watched as the pole seemingly 
swam away. My Dad just laughed and said,  
“That’s fishing lesson number one, Hold 

on to the Pole”. He handed his pole over to 
me and immediately it started to bend and 
shake. I held on as Daddy said, “Git ‘im up 
son!”. My heart was racing as I raised the pole 
and saw nothing but a huge fighting whale 
coming right at me. I screamed, and just as I 
was about to drop the pole again, my Daddy 
grabbed it. He swung the great fish into his 
hand, removed the hook from its mouth, and 
held it out for me to see. It was much smaller 
than it had looked a few seconds ago, but still 
fighting. “ You’ve caught your first fish son, but 
we need to keep working on lesson number 
one.”

I didn’t try fishing again for fifteen years. 

I bought a Zebco 202 rod and reel, and filled 
a five gallon bucket with a small tackle box, 
some drinks, a couple of sandwiches, and a 
carton of night crawlers. I drove my VW bug 
to somewhere near Greenpond Landing and 
parked. I grabbed my bucket and pole and 
started walking toward the lake. I followed 
one of many paths through the pine woods, 
and as I got closer to a cove in the lake I heard 
squealing and giggling. On a stump near the 

lake I saw a pile of clothing, and in the lake I 
now saw three young women huddled togeth-
er with just their heads above the water. One 
of them yelled at me, “We’re not coming out 
till you leave!”. I walked to the edge of the lake 
with my bucket, reached in and pulled out a 
sandwich and said, “ Fine with me, I’m just 
here to feed the Alligator”. I didn’t catch any 
fish that day, but I’ll never forget the three 
that got away.

GONE 
FISHIN’

Neal Parnell
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BY MAURA HOGAN
“One Degree of Chadwick 

Boseman” pretty much sums up the 
connective tissue of Anderson, the 
community of 27,000 in upstate 
South Carolina.

Most everyone has a story about 
the late Hollywood actor, who many 
film followers say was snubbed by 
one of his industry’s highest achieve-
ments, an Academy Award for best 
actor, on April 25. 

Boseman had deep ties to the 
community in which he was born. 
He remained connected to it until 
his death from colon cancer in 
August at age 43. 

But with all the adulation swirl-
ing around the mega-star, those 
in Anderson knew him simply as 
Chad.

“He would come back and give 
to this community,” Anderson 
Mayor Terence Roberts said. “He 
was a family guy ... and he was very 
involved in their lives.”

In an Oscar night upset, the 
award that many had forecast as 
presumptive for the Anderson 
native was given instead to Anthony 
Hopkins, who was not present, for 
his role in “The Father.” 

The evening’s broadcast thus 
ended on an odd and deflating note 
that sent the Twitter and media 
worlds reeling with criticism of the 
so-framed Boseman snub and fin-
gers pointed at ceremony producers 
for teeing up a highly anticipated 
posthumous win that wasn’t.

This year’s Academy Awards oth-
erwise marked new strides in inclu-
sivity, with award winners including 
Daniel Kaluuya for best supporting 
actor and Yuh-Jung Youn for best 
supporting actress. And Chloé Zhao 
became the second woman and first 
woman of color to win as best direc-
tor for “Nomadland.”

But the votes did not tally up 
for Boseman, a forceful film actor 
who has embodied legendary Black 
figures from Jackie Robinson to 
Thurgood Marshall to T’Challa, the 
Black Panther. 

The Oscar nomination was for 
his role as Levee in “Ma Rainey’s 
Black Bottom,” the Netflix produc-
tion of August Wilson’s play direct-
ed by George C. Wolfe, which many 
consider the finest manifestation of 
Boseman’s magnetism and transcen-
dent talent. 

Another nominee with South 
Carolina roots, Viola Davis, was 
nominated for best actress for her 
portrayal of the title character of the 
same film. Born in St. Matthews, 

she left the state as 
an infant but still lays 
claims to those origins. 
That award went to 
Frances McDormand 
for her part in 
“Nomadland.”

On the red carpet, 
Davis trained her 
attention on Boseman, 
saying it “feels right” 
that her co-star should 
get it.

“It’s like I said 
before, he was authen-
ticity on steroids,” she 
said. “You know, some-
times, people honor 
people who actually 
were not really nice 
or really the persona 
did not match the 
real person. This — it 
matches the person.”

But, around 
Anderson, where 
Boseman was greatly 
admired as an inspirational example 
of achievement and humility, there 
was little detectable Oscar buzz 
afoot.

Even with a local icon dominat-
ing the media waves, Oscar Sunday 
appeared to be typically low key 
in the welcoming, well-scrubbed 
downtown, which boasts plentiful 
public art, cheery banners, sidewalk 
engravings, and a range of boutiques 
and dining spots. In Anderson, pride 
in place is clear.

Elsewhere in the area, instead of 
red carpets, freshly cut lawns rolled 
out against a blue, cloud-happy sky, 
offering lush green views and sweeps 
of land in this rural part of the 
Upstate.

There were no outward signs of 
the pending awards, no letters on 
marquees or such. With many estab-
lishments closing early on Sundays, 
only a handful of public places pro-
vided a spot to gather and watch the 
ceremony.

That is by no means an indica-
tion of the town’s ongoing ardor for 
Boseman. The week after his death, 
the city held a public memorial, 
drawing 2,000 people.

For it, emerging local artists cre-
ated portraits of Boseman, doing so 
with equal parts speed and emotion.

“He was an artist and brought 
out a lot of the other artists locally,” 
Roberts said.

Enlarged reproductions of the 
works are now on view in an exhi-
bition at the Wren Pavilion Art 
Gallery in downtown Anderson.

In the hours before the ceremony, 
a group of the artists talked about 
their works and why Boseman 
meant so much to them. 

Joey Withinarts started his work, 
“The Rising King,” immediately 
after learning of the film star’s death, 
creating a massive image on wood 
referencing his T’Challa role and 
inviting other locals to sign it.

“For him to come from a rural 
area like this and ... be successful, 
it makes it possible for anybody. 
I feel like that really inspires 
me,” Withinarts said.

Patro Pero Ulmer, who painted 
his work of T’Challa in blacks and 
whites, did so to express his emo-
tions about Boseman’s death, adding 
he has seen a great deal of meaning 
in the actor’s impact on the commu-
nity. 

Troleum Dawson had battled 
colon cancer and understood well 
the struggles Boseman must have 
faced managing treatment with his 
film work. A friend of Boseman’s 
family who was taught by his aunt, 
Dawson has watched the actor per-
form since his days at T.L. Hanna 
High School.

“He just showed that if he can 
be somebody, we can be somebody,” 
he said.

The youngest artist there, 
17-year-old J.C. Austin, teamed up 
with his brother Eric Greer in “Keep 
Striving,” which merges Boseman as 
T’Challa and Jackie Robinson. In 
the background, it repeats “864ever,” 
referencing the local area code 

by adapting the iconic “Wakanda 
Forever” saying from “Black Panther.”

Austin, who also is a basket-
ball player, is similarly moved by 
Boseman’s fortitude in the face of 
illness. 

“I just thought it was really 
admirable that he didn’t show any 
weakness while he was living as he 
was dying,” he said.

Styles varied from the exquisite 
renderings of Nat Morris to a digi-
tally created graphic work in peace-
ful purple by Anna Grace Burch, 
but throughout, Boseman’s brilliant, 
kind eyes beamed.

Some were excited to watch the 
Oscars broadcast, with Dawson 
sporting a Hollywood T-shirt and 
L.A. hat for the occasion. Others 
were pleasantly less committal.

Later, at Local Uptown, 
Anderson’s oldest downtown pub, 
most channels were turned to sports 
rather than the awards show. The 
patrons, an easy mix of young and 
old, Black and White, were main-
ly occupied amiably talking with 
one another, with frequent shouts 
of greetings to those who walked 
through the door.

The awards at times absorbed 
some, and Glenn Close’s “Da Butt” 
dance prompted peals of laughter.

They all smiled at the mention of 
Boseman.

“I had the same football coach 
as he did, who said he was a really 
nice guy,” Colin Roberts said as the 
Academy Awards red carpet amped 
up. 

Patron Andrew Boisvert said if 
Boseman wins, “I know my mother 
will be excited by it because she’s 
in the Elks Club with his relative 
and talks about him.” Another said 
she taught Boseman’s nephew, who 
would bring in pictures of him 
and his famous uncle to share in 
class. “Everybody knows Chadwick 

Boseman,” another pub patron said.
But with all the shared affec-

tion for Boseman, the presumptive 
Academy Award win was met with 
polite, mild interest. Their focus, 
instead, was Boseman as a stand-
up guy. The words “laid back” and 
“humble” cropped up time and again, 
as well as his sports and theater 
achievements at T.L. Hanna High. 

Earlier that day, Welfare Baptist 
Church showed the most promi-
nent display of the Boseman name. 
It is the actor’s family church. In a 
graveyard resting beside it, stately 
stone markers bear the family name 
throughout, though the church’s pas-
tor has said that the actor himself is 
not buried there.

As many around the country 
were gearing up to watch the Oscars, 
an unrelated gathering under an out-
door pavilion on the grounds reso-
nated with live music in the form of 
earthy, soulful blues. It was the stir-
ring, and, at times, mournful sound 
of the Black South, a place Boseman 
championed in his work and his life, 
and was particularly reminiscent of 
his last role as a trumpeter in his 
Oscar-nominated role.

And, while those in Anderson 
may or may not have been drawn 
to the Oscars, they and others are 
consistently drawn to its hometown 
nominee.

“He was Chad to us,” Roberts 
said, “From going to school, to his 
church community and his family 
— very humble.”

With an office near the Wren 
Park Art Gallery, he has observed 
continued interest in the Pavilion’s 
portraits since they were installed in 
October. There is always someone 
in there, taking in the many facets of 
the local hero they call Chad.

Maura Hogan is the arts critic at 
The Post and Courier.

One Degree of Chadwick Boseman

This image released by Netflix shows Anderson native Chadwick Boseman 
in “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.”

Mayor Terence Roberts gathered with artists 
at Anderson’s Wren Pavilion Art Gallery during 
an exhibition of portraits featuring Chadwick 

Boseman.
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BY JIM HARRIS
Forty-five years ago, the song 

“Moonlight Feels Right” by Starbuck 
was exploding. On the charts for 
over five months, the song went to 
number one in Canada, and number 
two in the U.S. Only Elton John kept 
it from the top spot. Appearances 
on American Bandstand, Midnight 
Special, Merv Griffin, Mike Douglas, 
and Solid Gold and tours with ELO, 
Hall and Oates, KC and the Sunshine 
Band, and Boston followed. The song, 
and the band, were everywhere. Had 
the music, and the band, not survived 
a series of numerous close calls along 
the way, we could have easily never 
heard of either. 

Lead singer and co-founder of 
Starbuck, Bruce Blackman, was born 
in Greenville, Mississippi. He got his 
musical start in college bands and 
was a founder of the band Eternity’s 
Children. They had a minor U.S. hit 
in 1968 with the song Mrs. Bluebird. 
Unhappy with management, he soon 
left the band.

Bruce and his wife were headed to 
Tampa to connect with a DJ who had 
promised to open doors for him in 
the music world. But, as Bruce recalls, 
“We ran out of money in Atlanta.”, so 
he planted his roots in the emerging 
Atlanta music scene, resuming writing, 

playing, and looking for a record deal. 
Bo Wagner joined Eternity’s 

Children after Bruce departed. He 
loved Bruce’s songs. Sometime later, 
Bo was touring with Liberace as 
drummer and music director. When 
that tour visited Atlanta, Bo contact-
ed Bruce, invited him to the Liberace 
show, and talked afterward. 
They decided to form a 
band, which became the 
first version of Starbuck. 

Bruce had written 
“Moonlight Feels 
Right” about his 
pursuit of the lady 
that would become 
his wife, Peggy. 
He had seen a 
newspaper photo of 
her and enrolled in her college, 
hoping to meet her. Her school, in 
the song, was changed to Ole Miss 
because “it sounded better.”

Bruce was advised to connect with 
famed producer Bill Lowery, who 
had created Studio One outside of 
Atlanta, where tracks like Free Bird 
and Sweet Home Alabama were 
recorded. After months of unreturned 
phone calls, a friend told Bruce that 
he needed to reach Mike Clark, 
Lowery’s right-hand man. Calls to 
Clark were also not successful, so 

Bruce decided to drop by their office 
with a demo tape. 

Entering the doorway of their 
complex, a former school in metro 
Atlanta, he walked directly into a 
meeting with 10-12 people, including 
Mike Clark. They went into a side 
room, listened to part of the tape, and 
Clark took him into Lowery’s office. 

Lowery listened offered a publish-
ing contract then and 

there.
Days later, 

the band was in 
Studio One, cutting 

an album, including 
Moonlight Feels 

Right. When the basic 
track was complete, the 

band tried various solos 
using various instruments 

to add to the song, but 
they just didn’t seem to fit. Bo sug-
gested trying a marimba solo. Bruce 
recalls, “We mic’ed up his marimba 
with five mics. He did an ad-lib, one-
take solo. There was silence in the 
studio afterward. It was incredible”.

The band finished the album, then 
made the rounds with prospective 
record companies. Southern rock was 
becoming huge, which was what the 
companies were seeking. That wasn’t 
the Starbuck sound. After dozens 

of pitches, only one label, Private 
Stock, offered them a deal. They loved 
Moonlight, but wanted the marimba 
solo removed to shorten the song 
time. Bruce dug in his heels, and the 
solo stayed.

The next challenge was getting the 
record on the air. In the fall of 1975, 
Bruce and Bo hit the road, visiting 
dozens of radio stations. Smaller 
stations added Moonlight to their 
playlists, but they weren’t having any 
luck with the large markets, and the 
song stalled.

Bruce visited WERC in 
Birmingham, Alabama, and met 
DJ Mike St. John, who listened to 
Moonlight and loved it. He felt it was 
a spring/summer song and promised 
to play it the following year. Thinking 
he was finding a nice way to blow 
them off, Bruce and Bo returned to 
Atlanta.

In the spring of 1976, Bruce heard 
from Mike Clark, “You’ve got a hit.” 
Bruce assumed he meant “Drop a 
Little Rock,” a song he had written 
for Tommy Roe, but found out it was 
Moonlight. St. John had begun play-
ing it in Birmingham, and it was doing 
well. A test pressing of 25,000 copies 
sold out quickly, and the song’s chart 
climb began, only to hit yet another 
snag.

Program directors at that time 
were hesitant to play songs with syn-
thesizers; thinking engineers created 
them with effects, not musical talent. 
To show the program heads the 
band’s musical ability, it was arranged 
for them to play the Southeastern 
Radio Conference in Birmingham. 
Billboard, Cash Box, major stations, 
and labels were all in attendance. 
The band blew them away with a live 
performance, the attendees loved the 
band, and the song resumed its rise.

After Moonlight Feels Right, 
Starbuck hit the charts with several 
other songs, although none did as 
well. In 1980, the band released an 
album under the name Korona, which 
also yielded a popular single. Bo 
Wagner passed away in 2017. Bruce 
Blackman still records and produces 
music. He was inducted into the 
Mississippi Writer’s Garden on April 
5, 2014.

‘Moonlight Feels Right’ — The hit that almost wasn’t

Bo Wagner and Bruce Blackman
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4008 Clemson Blvd. • 800-868-8066
SHOWROOM HOURS:

MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-7PM 
SATURDAY 8:30AM-7PM

PARTS/SERVICE
MON.- FRI. 7:30AM-6:30PM

SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM

RalphHayesToyota.comPRE-OWNED CENTER
Prices plus applicable tax, tag, title, registration and includes $224 closing fee. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Picture for illustration purpose only. Exp 6/20/20

2004 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS GS
Stk#21865A .............................................. $6155
2004 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER V6
Stk#21838A .............................................. $7338
2007 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER
Stk#21879B .............................................. $7481
2008 GMC ACADIA SLT-2
Stk#21872B .............................................. $8940
2010 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Stk#21828B .............................................. $9750

2007 LEXUS LS 460
Stk#21897A .........................................$10,811
2017 NISSAN SENTRA S
Stk#PP3549A ......................................$13,345
2014 CHEVY MALIBU LTZ 1LZ
Stk#21952B .........................................$13,625
2015 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#21309A .........................................$13,811
2015 HONDA CIVIC LX
Stk#P0516A .........................................$13,913

2013 CADILLAC SRX LUXURY
Stk#21917B .........................................$16,407
2017 FORD FUSION SE
Stk#21913A .........................................$18,480
2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
Stk#21155B .........................................$18,816
2020 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#20847A .........................................$21,419
2020 HONDA CIVIC SPORT
Stk#P8271 ............................................$25,405

RALPH HAYES
TOYOTA

CERTIFIED
TACOMAs

25 TO CHOOSE

WE SELL ALL MAKES, ALL MODELS, ALL THE TIME.

PRE-OWNED 
CENTER

HAS OVER 150 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!
CAMRYs

15 TO CHOOSE
COROLLAs

15 TO CHOOSE

HIGHLANDERs

10 TO CHOOSE

RAV4s

10 TO CHOOSE

TUNDRAs

7 TO CHOOSE

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR 
YOUR VEHICLE! 

WE’LL BUY YOUR VEHICLE EVEN 
IF YOU DON’T BUY FROM US


