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When Pearlie Mae Suber Harris was young, 
a teacher told her, “Giant oak trees grow from 
tiny acorns.” As a child, she didn’t understand 
what that meant, even though her life would 
ultimately follow the same trajectory. While 
she started off as a student in a tiny one-room 
school in Saluda, North Carolina, Mrs. Harris 
is now the namesake of one of Bon Secours St. 
Francis Health System’s premier health centers.

Mrs. Harris was born in Hendersonville, 
North Carolina, in 1936 to the Reverend 
Lester Suber and Blandena Hawkins Suber. 
The Subers eventually settled in Saluda, con-
verting an old school house to the family home. 
“To me, the fireplace logs seemed 10 feet long,” 
she said at an event sponsored by the Historic 
Saluda Committee and the Saluda Community 
Land Trust. “My parents had four children, 

and we had to cut wood. He had four axes and 
four saws.” Mrs. Harris’s mother took in laun-
dry, washing clothes in boiling wash pots with 
water the children collected from a spring.

Her early education took place with other 
African-American students, grades 1-9, in a sin-
gle room. “I was the only one in 3rd grade,” she 
says, “and there was only one fellow in 9th grade. 
We had one teacher that taught everything to 
all classes.” Eventually, the small school was 
closed. “Polk County gave our parents the option 
of going to Tryon or Hendersonville, and our 

From modest beginnings, 

a mighty life

SEE WALK ON PAGE 2

Mon/Tues:  Closed to public. Private functions available.
Wed - Fri:  4pm - 10pm        Sat/Sun:  11am - 10pm (Brunch Menu 11am-3pm)

Kitchen closes at 9pm during regular business hours.
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Explore downtown magic with the 
Storefront Story Walk in Anderson. 
Visit downtown Anderson this 

December for a special, self-paced walking tour 
of the book, The Magic Snowflake, by local 
artist and author Scott Foster. The illustra-
tions and text of each page in the book will be 
featured in store windows along Main Street. 
Starting with page 1 at Belle Beauty, follow the 
map on the sidewalk and read the magical story, 
or have the book come to life in a dramatic 
reading podcast produced by Market Theatre.

Story Walks are a great way for fami-

Storefront Story Walk kicks off downtown
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lies to share the magic of reading and the 
downtown storefront story walk is the per-
fect opportunity to bring a love of reading 
and practice literacy skills while supporting 
downtown Anderson. After you finish the 

story, visit Carolina Wren Park for Holiday 
Ice, take pictures by the Christmas tree, or 
visit one of the local businesses that have 
copies of The Magic Snowflake available for 
purchase.

Visit the Anderson Main Library for a 
special scavenger hunt based on the book, 
then check out The Magic Snowflake or 
explore additional books that are perfect for 
the holidays. Complete the scavenger hunt 
and become entered into a drawing for a copy 

of the book and other fun prizes. Children 
can also pick up a Take’n Make snowflake 
ornament kit, and adults can pick up a Take 
‘n Make craft kit to create a winter evening 
scene.

This unique event is presented by the 
City of Anderson in partnership with the 
Anderson County Library System, with a dra-
matic podcast by Market Theatre.

For more information, visit www.anderson-
library.org/storywalk.

BY DR. KELLY DIAMOND 
KOLEHMAINEN

Well,  it depends on what 
kind of snail we are talking about.  
While we might be most familiar 
with land snails, the first snails 
lived in the ocean. Over a long 
LONG time, snails adapted to 
life on land and in fresh water.

Most snails breathe through 

comb-shaped gills called ctenidia 
that are covered by their shell.

In land snails these gills are 
reduced and snails mainly breathe 
through their thin skin and 
through the respiratory cavity in 
their shell. To breathe in and out,  
land snails can make this chamber 
bigger to suck air in or smaller to 
push air out. The opening to this 

respiratory chamber is called the 
pneumostome.

One group of marine slugs 
have taken skin breathing to the 
next level. Nudibranchs have lost 

their shells and their ctenidia and 
instead developed protrusions of 
skin that are used for breathing. 
In fact the name Nudibranch 
means “nude gill” because their 
gills are not hidden by their shell. 
These breathing skin flaps are 
way prettier than what you might 
think, in fact nudibranchs are 
arguably some of the most beauti-
ful sea creatures.

To learn more check out the 
snail page at mollasus.at.

Want to ask a question? Email  
AskAnAnimalScientist@gmail.
com.

If you’ve spent any time in the car this 
week, you’ve noticed a change in your radio 
options. FM stations are transitioning to 
their holiday music formats, and new satellite 
channels are coming online every day to ring 
in the season. That doesn’t mean, though, that 
all Christmas music is appropriate for 2020. 
Consider the following favorites:

“I’ll be Home for Christmas.” If I have to 
walk through a germ-invested airport to get 
there, I probably won’t be.

“All I Want for Christmas Is You.” 
Whoever you are, I’m sure you’re a catch, but 
all I want for Christmas this year is a vaccine.

“I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus.” 
Violates the social distancing guidelines.

“The Little Drummer Boy.” I’m working 
from home today, so take that rum pum-pum 
pum outside!

But I have heard one song that sums up 
2020 perfectly: “We Need a Little Christmas.”

You probably know it, but you may not 
know its origin. It was written for the 1966 
Broadway musical “Mame,” the story of a 
wealthy eccentric woman who, without warning, 
becomes the guardian of her orphaned nephew. 
Their lives are further complicated when the 
stock market crash of 1929 depletes her wealth. 
So, with no money and no prospects, what does 
Auntie Mame instruct her unpaid household 

staff to do in the middle of November?
Haul out the holly, put up the tree, and fill 

up the stockings.
We hear you, Auntie Mame. The world has 

needed a little Christmas 
since March 1st. And 
I don’t mean the busy, 
chaotic, expensive 
part of Christmas. I 
mean the trappings of 
Christmas that we store 
in our attics and in our 
hearts, the things from 
Christmas Past that 
remind us that there will 

be a Christmas Future. And in case you need 
help figuring out what those things are, the 
lyrics of “We Need a Little Christmas” are like a 
guide to throwing off the doldrums of COVID 
and donning the warmth of the season:

“Put up the brightest string of lights.” Or 
inflatables. Or cutouts. A month or so ago, 
I was driving through Pelzer when I saw a 
home that was decorated with all of these 
things and more. It was the most festive, 
beautiful thing I had ever seen, and I was still 
smiling when I got to Williamston. When it 
comes to outdoor decorating this year, I say 
that wretched excess is barely enough. Please 
extend my apologies to your HOA board.

“Carols at the Spinet.” You may not be able 
to gather all of your friends around the piano 
this year, but you can gather your household 
and carol in your community. Singing from 
the front lawn as your neighbors stand in their 
doorways is a DHEC-approved way to spread 
some Christmas cheer, even if your vocal 
range is more Will Ferrell than Mariah Carey.

“Slice up the fruitcake.” True story: My 
sister was once in an Anderson Community 
Theater production of “Mame,” and she had 
to learn “We Need a Little Christmas.” No 
matter how hard she tried, she always sang, 
“Throw up the fruitcake.” So if you’re a fel-
low fruitcake hater, feel free to substitute. 
Snickerdoodles always deliver that Christmas 
feeling. Shortbread does, too, along with 
thumbprint cookies and spritz and those 
peanut butter cookies that you crown with a 
Hershey’s Kiss while they’re still warm from 
the oven. And don’t worry about calories. You 
can walk them off as you stroll through your 
neighborhood, singing and admiring those 
lights and cut-outs and inflatables.

As we approach December 25th, I hope you 
find what you need this Christmas. It might be 
as small as a song, a cookie, or a candle in your 
window. These things carried Auntie Mame 
through the Great Depression, and they might 
just carry us to a brighter day as well.

We need a little Christmas

Kim von Keller

ASK AN ANIMAL SCIENTIST

HOW DO SNAILS 
BREATHE?
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As your community bank, we focus on what matters — you! 

REAL. PERSONAL.
2125 N. Hwy 81, Anderson, SC 29621

BANKING    INSURANCE*    MORTGAGE    INVESTMENTS*    TRUST

ecountybank.com  |  864-622-2692  |  2125 N. Hwy 81, Anderson, SC 29621

*Insurance and investment products are not insured by the FDIC or any federal government agency, may lose 
value, and are not a deposit or other obligation of, or guaranteed by, any bank or bank affiliate.
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Lyndon's Academy of the Arts, LLC
presents:

MADD Talent, Inc
An arts-oriented initiative to enrich the lives of youth

in the Anderson County, SC community as an alternative
to athletic programs.

'cause errbody ain't 'bout dat life!

Requests Tax-deductible Donations of:

Musical Instruments
Percussion, BPercussion, Brass, String, Woodwind

Musical Scholarships
8 week lessons / half hour per week

Only $200 (partial or full)

Drop off donations
(to cover instruments and scholarship funds)

on Tuesday & Thursday from 10a to 2p

WWe pick up on Saturday by appointment only.

Also seeking Musical Instructors and Volunteers

LindaFaye Pickens
LyndonsAcademy@gmail.com

602-777-2570

Lyndon’s Academy of the Arts, LLC
512 N Murray Ave, Anderson, SC 29625

LyndonsLyndonsAcademyOTA.com

BY ANN BAILES
Everybody notices male cardinals. It’s true 

that their scarlet-red color is beautiful, espe-
cially against a cloudy and somewhat dreary 
winter sky. Images of them grace kitchen tow-
els, sheets, and other linens. They’re seen on 
coffee mugs and refrig-
erator magnets. Males 
are bright and brilliant 
and distinctive.

However, though 
the female cardinal 
may not be as promi-
nent, she has her own 
significant beauty. 
She reminds me of 
a gracious lady who 
might not be out front 
being flashy or using 
up the fashion oxy-
gen, but who remains 
a little more in the 
background. And after awhile, people begin to 
notice her. Then they look at that gracious lady 
and think “Wow, she is lovelier than I realized.”

The female cardinal is that lovely lady. Most 
of her feathers are shades of honey tan. But 
she’s sophisticated and she is accessorized. Her 
wings and tail complement the honey color 

with a shade of warm red, not as bright as the 
male’s, but still a nice garnet color. She has just 
enough of that same red in her crest that she 
looks like she’s sporting a jaunty hat - obvious-
ly one with a feather in it. And unlike many 
birds, she doesn’t change into duller hues for 

the winter, but keeps 
her attractive warm 
colors year round. 

The outstanding 
feature of the female 
cardinal is, in my opin-
ion, not her coloration 
or her feather acces-
sories. It’s her short, 
thick beak, which is 
unusually colored for 
a bird. Most birds’ 
beaks are grey, tan, or 
black; however, this 
lady’s is a beautiful 
shade of cherry-orange 

that complements the red in her wings and tail 
perfectly. She looks like she’s gotten into a tube 
of that old Tangee lipstick that old-timers will 
remember. That is how she gets her moniker 
“Lady with the Lipstick.” And since she lives 
in our area, can’t you just hear her Southern 
mama saying “Shugah, wouldn’t you feel bettah 

with a little lipstick on?”
Now the male cardinal has a reddish beak 

also. But since he is the same brilliant shade 
all over, his beak doesn’t stand out like the 
female’s does. Hers is the crowning touch on 
her fashionable suit of feathered finery. 

This couple steps out together and is seen 
as a pair year-round. They’re more noticeable 
in the winter because so many other birds have 
migrated away, and because with the leaves 

gone from the trees they provide a sharp con-
trast to the dull branches and ground. And 
they are especially stunning when seen against 
the rare snowfalls that we get here in South 
Carolina.

So, as you get dressed up for holiday parties 
and events, remember that you have an elegant 
counterpart in the bird world around us. I 
present to you Mr. Cardinal, and his Lady with 
the Lipstick!

LADY WITH THE LIPSTICK
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$500 off of a custom  
Sleep Appliance

Gabrielle F. Cannick, DMD, PhD
Grand Oaks Dental, LLC  

3905 Liberty Highway, Anderson, SC, 29621
Call 864-224-0809 or visit www.grandoaksdental.com 

EMA� works by open-
ing the bite and gently 
advancing the mandi-
ble (or jaw) with elastic 
straps to increase 
airway space.

This custom-made oral 
appliance is only avail-
able through dental 
professionals.

Ask your dentist if 
EMA is right for you.

For a  
better 
night’s 
sleep

YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE

Dr. Gabrielle  
F. Cannick

 

 
 
YOUR DENTIST CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE 
 

Yes, A Woman’s Oral Health Can Change Throughout Life.  
 
By Dr. Gabrielle Cannick, DM, PhD. 
 Grand Oaks Dental 
 
Let me start by reminding everyone this is Women’s Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, an important annual effort to increase public awareness of this devastating 
illness. The sobering fact is approximately 250,000 women in the US will be 
diagnosed with breast cancer – this year. More than 40,500 will die.  
 
There is no sure way to prevent breast cancer. But there are things you can do 
that might lower your risk. Medical research has linked some forms of breast 
cancer to alcohol consumption, obesity and lack of exercise. The American Cancer 
Society recommends maintaining a healthy weight throughout life by balancing 
your food intake with physical activity. And of course, women should take 
advantage of today’s better screening that can lead to early detection.  
 
Ladies do not ignore this. 
 
Further, I want to take this opportunity to emphasize that women also have 
unique oral health care challenges throughout their lives.  
 
My female patients will often ask, “Do my oral health needs change as I age? If so 
how?” Due to normal hormonal fluctuations, women’s oral health needs change at 
different stages throughout life, i.e. puberty, pregnancy. Moreover, medical 

My year-end wish for you!
I try to make a habit of telling people 

thank you. And to take a moment to truly 
appreciate those who are in my life. This 
includes you, my loyal readers. Thank you 
for reading my column. To those who have 
responded with thoughtful feedback, be 
assured it is greatly appreciated.

Like no other in recent memory, this has 
been a year to appreciate life as a precious 
gift. I think you would agree our challenge 
is to remain hopeful for the future and sin-
cerely grateful for what we have. Counting 
our blessings may sound quaint, but it 
remains a sound way for us to maintain our 
balance and, frankly, protect our emotional 
health. I have read that a key to happiness 
and emotional well-being is to believe that 
next year will be better than the last. I 
embrace this, and I hope you will too. At 
Grand Oaks Dental we have had a busy and 
very productive year as our practice contin-
ues to expand -- offering our patients and 
our community…more.

I reference our membership in the 

American Academy of Dental Sleep 
Medicine. So many health issues that can 

impact our health – 
particularly in this 
challenging time 
– can be traced to 
poor sleep habits. For 
example, chronically 
sleep-deprived people 
feel lonelier and less 
inclined to be around 
or engage with others. 
In fact, well-rested 
people often feel 
lonely after a brief 

encounter with a sleep-deprived
person. This shows a two-way relation-

ship between sleep loss and social isolation, 
suggesting a “loneliness epidemic” may be 
occurring.

Our practice is also a member of the 
American Academy for Oral Systemic 
Health, an organization focused on expand-
ing awareness of the relationship between 

oral health and whole-body health. As a 
dental professional today I feel it is incum-
bent upon me to bring a total wellness 
perspective to our patient family – one that 
transcends traditional dental care. We are 
moving now into a time of coordinated care 
that includes both dental and medical pro-
fessionals. 

But, in the present circumstances, what 
about our emotional well-being? Each of 
us can practice the tested and proven: (1) 
Keep moving. It is one of the best ways 
you can improve your mental health. A 
simple walk around the block can make a 
big difference; (2) Eat well; (3) Get enough 
sleep; (4) Practice gratitude. It can help you 
change the way you view things. And, lastly, 
when you feel stressed reach out to a friend 
or family member. Get your thoughts and 
feelings out in the open instead of keeping 
them bottled up inside. There is a saying I 
like: “Let our resolution be this: We will be 
there for one another as fellow members of 
humanity, in the finest sense of the word.” 

- Goran Persson. Thank you, again, dear 
readers. If you have questions, please call. 
Think of us as your hometown resource for 
guidance and support.

Dr. Gabrielle F. Cannick is the owner of 
Grand Oaks Dental, located at 3905 Liberty 
Highway in Anderson. A strong believer that 
dental fear and anxiety should not prevent 
any patient from receiving the highest quality 
dental care, Dr. Cannick has received exten-
sive training in Sedation Dentistry and is a 
certified member of the Dental Organization 
for Conscious Sedation. She is also a member 
of the South Carolina Dental Association, the 
American Dental Association, the Academy 
of General Dentistry, and the American 
Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine.

For more information about Grand Oaks 
Dental and the services provided, please call 
864-224-0809, or click to grandoaksdental.
com or visit us on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/GrandOaksDental.
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BY RICH OTTER
The Great Depression was not 

generally acknowledged until 1929 
but in Anderson the early to mid-
1920s already had all the elements 
of a depression. Financial difficulties 
embraced tax collection and meeting 
government operating expenses. The 
continued function of the County 
Home was in jeopardy and the 
chain gang operations were on the 
brink of being turned over to the 
state. The county was also hosting 
claims of embezzlement, theft, 
waste, extravagance and mismanage-
ment.

Local political situations were 
in turmoil and newspapers were 
in an uproar. Community leaders 
desperately sought a solution to the 
economic dilemma through devel-
opment of Anderson’s commercial 
infrastructure.

In 1924 the very complexion 
of the downtown and its historical 
aspects took central stage. Local 
businessmen sought progress 
through the construction of the 

Calhoun Hotel and the possibility 
of a downtown “skyscraper.” An act 
was passed to permit the Chamber 
of Commerce to construct a nine 
story office building on the pub-
lic square across from the site of 
what is now referred to as the Old 
Courthouse on the property where 
the new Courthouse is situated. The 
building was to house the Chamber 
of Commerce, county offices and 
businesses.

The building would be on the 
Plaza. All of the monuments would 
be removed including the revered 
Old Reformer cannon, Confederate 
Monument and William Whitner 
would not now be checking his 
watch while patiently waiting for 
street lamps to turn on.

State Senator Rufus Fant, Jr. 
stood in favor of the Chamber pro-
gram and in opposition to action 
proposed by the then current House 
delegation to rescind a long-term 
lease for the project granted by the 
previous delegation. The disagree-
ment stalled the passage of any 

supply bill for the county. The local 
newspaper lamented: “Although 
ground is as yet unbroken for the 
undertaking, the office building 
stands like a giant boulder between 
the lower Delegation and Senator 
Fant. Once it is moved aside other 
legislation will pass through.”

The newspaper argued: “Other 
county affairs that demand urgent 
action at the hands of the represen-
tatives are waiting their turn while 
the squabble goes on.” The county 
supply bill remained incomplete.

The proposed measure for the 
1925 supply bill by the House 
members provided that no building 
would be erected on the Plaza or 
Public Square nor shall any monu-
ment be removed therefrom without 
written consent of a majority of the 
legislative delegation of Anderson 
County. Senator Fant said that 
when the supply bill would come 
before the Senate he would strike 
the section that would exclude the 
structure on the Plaza.

Delegation member Asa Hall, 

taking the offensive, put in the 
appropriations bill a provision for 
funds to improve the Plaza and 
provided that no monuments could 
be removed from the Plaza. Senator 
Fant countered that he would put in 
a motion to strike the addition and 
it would be sent back to the House.

After the matter finally reached 
the Senate it was sent to a free 
conference and there a compromise 
was finally reached. It permitted the 
supply bill to be passed but with 
the reservation that the building 
could be built on the Plaza. The 
agreement permitted the appropri-
ation bill to be passed as otherwise 

presented. As with many political 
compromises, it resulted with an 
emphatic yes and an emphatic no. 

The local newspaper then 
announced the skyscraper could be 
legally built “if it is so desired.” After 
all of the conflict was that a hint the 
business leaders were losing resolve?

As a casual observer of the down-
town may have noticed, there does 
not seem to be a nine story skyscrap-
er in the center of the Plaza. With 
the looming Great Depression the 
issue quietly faded away. Certainly 
the complexion of the downtown 
would be much different today if the 
project had gone forward.

Where is the skyscraper?

Anderson’s skyscraper
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Bleckley Inn
151 E Church Street

(864) 225-7203
COMPHY SHEETS FOR THOSE

ON THE NICE LIST

Simply Country Chic Boutique
402 S Main Street

(864) 712-9565
BRIGHTEN SOMEONE’S CHRISTMAS

WITH BRIGHTON THIS YEAR!

Tracie Starr Home
314 S Main Street
(864) 328-3263

GIFTS AND HOME DECOR

JJ Stathakis Liquor Store
1816 E Greenville Street

(864) 226-1255
MAKE YOUR SPIRITS BRIGHT!

Clayton Tile
1718 Pearman Dairy Road

(864) 225-0884
MAKE A SPLASH WITH A

NEW BACKSPLASH

Diamonds & Gold
3124 N Main Street

(864) 225-3320
GIVE HER A

LITTLE SPARKLE

Growler Haus
313 N Main Street
(864) 225-0057

COME TO OUR HAUS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS!

City of Anderson
MAKING YOUR HOLIDAYS WARM

AND BRIGHT. ENJOY HAND
SANITIZING STATIONS, MASKS AND

NEW LIGHTS TO MAKE YOUR SHOPPING
EXPERIENCE SAFE AND FESTIVE

Holiday
G I F T   G U I D E
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Lilia Day Spa
116 East Benson Street

(864) 226-0818
SPA PACKAGES AND

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Anderson Paint & Decorating
2508-H North Main Street

(864) 261-8181

Charles Furniture Store
2836 South Main Street

(864) 225-7260
ANDERSON’S LARGEST

LA-Z BOY DEALER

The Bee Hive
510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

BEST NIGHT OF
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

Electric City Brewing, Co.
109 E Calhoun Street

(864) 540-0630
HOLIDAY GIFT SET: ECB MUG, OUR
SIGNATURE ROASTED COFFEE AND

HOUSE-MADE WINTER SPICE SYRUP $35

City Seed at the Station
520 North Murray Avenue

(864) 225-7511
WINTER WONDERLAND

Evergreen Plantation
4800 Hwy 187 South - Starr

(864) 437-3400
IN CASE SHE SAYS YES

The Kitchen Emporium
and Gifts

418 N Main Street
(864) 225-2021

WINTER TREES BY VIETRI

Collectique
Clothing, Accessories & Gold
Plated Jewelery $22 & Under

211 E Benson Street
(770) 283-4348

WHOLESALE CLOTHING AND JEWELRY

Images Salon & Day Spa
2101 N Main Street

(864) 225-8355
PAMPER HER (OR HIM) WITH A

CUSTOM SPA PACKAGE

Think
L O C A L
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2101 N Main Street

(864) 225-8355
PAMPER HER (OR HIM) WITH A
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L O C A L

Lilia Day Spa
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GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Anderson Paint & Decorating
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BEST NIGHT OF
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Electric City Brewing, Co.
109 E Calhoun Street

(864) 540-0630
HOLIDAY GIFT SET: ECB MUG, OUR
SIGNATURE ROASTED COFFEE AND

HOUSE-MADE WINTER SPICE SYRUP $35

City Seed at the Station
520 North Murray Avenue

(864) 225-7511
WINTER WONDERLAND

Evergreen Plantation
4800 Hwy 187 South - Starr

(864) 437-3400
IN CASE SHE SAYS YES

The Kitchen Emporium
and Gifts

418 N Main Street
(864) 225-2021

WINTER TREES BY VIETRI

Collectique
Clothing, Accessories & Gold
Plated Jewelery $22 & Under

211 E Benson Street
(770) 283-4348

WHOLESALE CLOTHING AND JEWELRY

Images Salon & Day Spa
2101 N Main Street

(864) 225-8355
PAMPER HER (OR HIM) WITH A

CUSTOM SPA PACKAGE

Think
L O C A L

Lilia Day Spa
116 East Benson Street

(864) 226-0818
SPA PACKAGES AND

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

Anderson Paint & Decorating
2508-H North Main Street

(864) 261-8181

Charles Furniture Store
2836 South Main Street

(864) 225-7260
ANDERSON’S LARGEST

LA-Z BOY DEALER

The Bee Hive
510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

BEST NIGHT OF
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

Electric City Brewing, Co.
109 E Calhoun Street

(864) 540-0630
HOLIDAY GIFT SET: ECB MUG, OUR
SIGNATURE ROASTED COFFEE AND

HOUSE-MADE WINTER SPICE SYRUP $35

City Seed at the Station
520 North Murray Avenue

(864) 225-7511
WINTER WONDERLAND

Evergreen Plantation
4800 Hwy 187 South - Starr

(864) 437-3400
IN CASE SHE SAYS YES

The Kitchen Emporium
and Gifts

418 N Main Street
(864) 225-2021

WINTER TREES BY VIETRI

Collectique
Clothing, Accessories & Gold
Plated Jewelery $22 & Under

211 E Benson Street
(770) 283-4348

WHOLESALE CLOTHING AND JEWELRY

Images Salon & Day Spa
2101 N Main Street

(864) 225-8355
PAMPER HER (OR HIM) WITH A

CUSTOM SPA PACKAGE

Think
L O C A L



the electric city news |  December 10-23, 2020      9

Krispy Kreme
1620 North Main Street

(864) 359-1013
BUY ONE DOZEN REGULAR PRICE

GET ONE DOZEN ORIGINAL GLAZED FOR 
$2.00 WITH COUPON (EXPIRES DEC 23RD)

CaMar Med Spa
102-C Buford Avenue

(864) 216-7910
10% OFF LASER TREATMENTS

THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS!

Phil Jewelers
116 North Main Street

(864) 226-7635
MARRIED AND BRIGHT!

Will Malone Photography
(864) 309-5441
Willmalone.com

ANDERSON 2021
CALENDAR

Propp Drugs
1529 North Fant Street

(864) 226-8383
A 2020 CHRISTMAS

Sullivan King Mortuary
(864) 225-5431

COMPLIMENTARY PREPLANNING
CONSULTATION

DEEDEE WATERS, PRENEED DIRECTOR 

Walker Century Farms Market
110 Walker Road
(864) 226-2668

HOLIDAY GRILL PACK $50
4 PORK BRATWURSTS

2 PORK CHOPS 2 NY STRIP STEAKS
2 LBS GROUND BEEF2 LBS GROUND BEEF

Remnants Antiques
Gifts & Consignment
300 South Main Street

(864) 226-1002
REMNANTS ANTIQUES,GIFTS AND CONSIGNMENTS
COME FIND THAT SPECIAL GIFT. REMEMBER WHEN

YYOU SHOP WITH US YOU ARE HELPING LADIES
OVERCOME LIFE THREATENING ADDICTIONS.

Turn Key Roofing
432 Sayre Street
(864) 241-8133

Turnkeyroofing.net
 A NEW ROOF FOR

CHRISTMAS!

Roy’s Diner
1527 South Main Street

(864) 225-6884
ALL FRESH FOOD

MADE FROM SCRATCH

Shop
L O C A L
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J Peters Grill and Bar
204 South Main Street

(864) 224-0040
FREE BASKET OF CROISSANTS
WITH PURCHASE OF ENTREE

Anderson Lights of Hope
Old Country Farm Circle

(864) 934-9523
STILL JUST $10 PER CAR LOAD

Bark
404 South Main Street

(864) 540-8990
HANDCRAFTED COLLARS

FROM KENYA

Swamp Fox Distilling
128 Exchange Street - Pendleton

(864) 502-3080
HO HO HO AND A BOTTLE OF RUM

FREE SHOT GLASS WITH RUM PURCHASE

Merle Norman Cosmetics
& Day Spa

501 North Main Street
(864) 224-3131

LET IT GLOW, LET IT GLOW,
LET IT GLOW

Free Veterans Burial Plot
Reserve by 12/31/2020

Roberts Cemetery
2716 Highway 187 South

Anderson, SC 29626
For details call Sullivan-King Mortuary

8864-225-5431 

WE Black Termite
& Pest Control

2840 S Main Street
(864) 375-1899

GIVE THE GIFT OF NO BUGS!

City of Anderson Recreation
1107 North Murray Avenue

(864) 231-2232
FITNESS MEMBERSHIPS

Miss Lillie Childrens Boutique
at The Beehive

510 North Main St
(864) 540-8405

COME JOIN OUR PAJAMA PARTY!

Perx Car Wash
611 N McDuffie Street

(864) 226-7122
perxcarwash.com

SAVE 20%

Anderson Interfaith Ministries
1202 South Murray Ave.

(864) 226-2273
GIVE THE GIFT OF GROWTH

Parker Quigley
Broker/Owner (864) 314-1058

parkerquigleyproperties@gmail.com
Licensed in SC & GA

A NEW HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
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There are decades when nothing happens
There are weeks when decades happen — 

Vladimir Lenin
I wouldn’t often quote one who led the 

Bolshevik Revolution. He is the only Russian 
who has stood the test 
of time.  His body is still 
in a glass sarcophagus in 
Red Square in Moscow 
attesting to how he 
still is revered by most 
Russians.

When I stood at 
the lectern at the first 
Touchdown Club meet-
ing of the year (9-25-20), 

I told the 40-45 members and area coaches 
there at Tuckers and 1,200 more streaming. I 
said something like this, “I am truly ready for 
some football and good times. 2020 has been 
a tough year thus far. I’ve fallen four times 

resulting in both hips being broken, 3 brain 
scans and X-rays plus the loss of my lovely 
wife Joyce of 61 ½ years. I’m ready for some 
good things to happen”. 

However 2020 started out grimly and I 
fear will get grimmer. We started with the 
assassination of the Iranian General, and their 
subsequent attacks on our missile bases locat-
ed in the area. Remember nobody has fired 
upon us in a long time. Follow that with the 
contentions impeachment of the president in 
which both sides seem to have lost. Then we 
had the deadly coronavirus that wafted out of 
China and put most humans under lockdown. 
The death toll became staggering, and I am 
told will get much, much worse. The merry 
month of May saw the horrendous death of a 
black man by a clueless white cop that has set 
race relations back by decades. The protests 
that ensued were hijacked by some looters and 
criminals that have caused lawlessness and out-

rage in some of our cities. Nature entered the 
fray with tornados, wildfires and hurricanes. 
If that does not make you believe in climate 
change, must be the start of Armageddon. 
Coupled with the millions who were without 
work forcing hunger and eviction, depression 
and anxiety seems to rule the land.

Can things get worse? I fear they can. 
Never in my 88 years have I seen the country 
so disjointed as I was not around when a fire-
brand congressman said, “You dare not make 
war on cotton, sir, cotton is king.” You know 
the rest of that story.

We are facing a contentious election that 
seems to challenge the most fundamental bed-
rock of a democracy - the peaceful transfer of 
power.

We are in the midst of a landmark 
Supreme Court appointment that will proba-
bly stifle liberal voices for years. And to this an 
erosion of years of racial integration. And to 

those the conviction that both Democrats and 
Republicans think that if you differ with them 
you’re a demon from hell itself and should be 
treated accordingly.

On top of this, the pandemic continues 
to rage. Seems to me, good folks, it’s time to 
adhere to this biblical invitation. “If my people, 
who are called by my name will pray and hum-
ble themselves and seek my face, then will I 
hear from heaven and will ease their sufferings 
and heal their land.”

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and 
head football coach 
at T.L. Hanna High 
School from 1968-
1985. He was also a 
full time member of the 
faculty who taught U.S. 
History.
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MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Welcome sweet springtime
I’m a seasonal guy. I don’t mean the Biblical 

kind, you know, “A time to reap and a time to 
sow, a time to be born and a time to die.” I’m 
talking about the four seasons, summer, win-
ter, spring and fall. To my extreme consterna-
tion the seasons seem to have become blurred, 
the comfortable delineation of weather pat-
terns seem to be encroaching on each other.

As I pen this epistle we have 16 days of 
winter remaining before spring makes its 
lovely debut. You think of winter you think 
of snow, right? Not so fast my friend, we have 
just finished the wettest winter on record. The 
year 1968, when we came to Anderson it was 
a virtual winter wonderland. People were ice 
skating on Cater’s Lake and the small pond at 
the bank on Clemson Blvd. I purchased a sled 
for the first time. Several winters later I would 
get on that sled, lay prone, and with Amy 
or Chuck on my back, start my dissent on 

Marchbanks, go between the band room and 
the gym at the old Hanna, take wide left, and 

sled all the way to the 
football bowl (honest). 
My 15 year old grand-
son has never had this 
exhilarating experience. 
Why, because spring and 
summer have encroached 
on winter.

Autumn seems to be 
faring a little better. The 
autumn leaves continue 

to favor us with their lovely color and the 
days continue to dwindle down to a precious 
few. But what has happened to those chilly, 
frosty, sometimes downright cold October and 
November football nights, when you showed 
off your fall finery, the sweaters, boots, scarves, 
cargo coats. Now it’s a rare night that doesn’t 

have most fans in shorts, cutoffs and polo 
shirts.

Consider summer; My recollection was 
that summer was from mid-May to maybe 
mid-September. The 100 degree days were a 
few in late July. A full week of those swelter-
ing, humid days will now occur during any 
time. It seems to me that those “Lazy, crazy, 
hazy days of summer,” are now characterized 
by our youngster retreating to air conditioning 
homes and arcades to play mindless, habit 
forming video games.

Okay, spring, time for you to step to the 
plate. I’m springing forward with all my time 
pieces. I understand I can now mix my green 
tie with my blue shirt and my black Hanna 
blazer (thanks, John & Jeff ). I’m expecting you 
to salvage what has been a horrific winter for 
me. I’m expecting some light showers, not tor-
rential deluges. If you please, only a few frosty 

mornings. However, if you want to go all out 
I will take a late snow, but only if it sticks (for 
the kids you know).

Please, Mother Nature, I hope you don’t 
think I’m complaining. Please convey my 
thoughts to your boss. Although I commiser-
ate my plea to him a couple of times a day. If 
y’all can’t work things out I’ll take this 88th 
spring year in what-
ever way you see fit.

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and 
head football coach 
at T.L. Hanna High 
School from 1968-
1985. He was also a 
full time member of 
the faculty who taught 
U.S. History.

Jim Fraser

Grandparents are special
A few days ago, my grandmother (known 

to all of us as “Mema”) left this world and went 
home to live with Jesus. Although her passing 
is sad, and I will miss her more than life itself, 

I am comforted in 
knowing that she will 
live in the hearts of all 
who knew and loved 
her forever. Her legacy 
will never be forgotten. 
A wise person once said 
that “what you leave 
behind is not what is 
engraved in stone mon-
uments, but what is 
woven into the lives of 
others.” As I grow older 
and experience more of 

what it means to be a mother, a wife, a daugh-
ter, a granddaughter, a teacher and a friend, I 
appreciate even more the powerful meaning 
behind these words. Through her daily exam-
ple, Mema taught me that it’s not the material 
wealth you acquire or the accolades and awards 
you win in life that matters, but instead it’s 
how much love and kindness you are willing to 
give away to others that’s important. The rest, 
she would say, will take care of itself.  

While preparing for Mema’s Celebration 
of Life service, many pleasant memories have 
resurfaced about the joyous times I spent with 
her over the past 33 years. I will always treasure 
the many times Mema and I spent in the kitch-
en making cookies. The memory is so vivid that 
it seems like only yesterday. We would make the 
biggest mess, and she would always let me eat 
the batter-even though I wasn’t supposed to! 

I also fondly recall having sleepovers at 
Mema’s house with all nine of my cousins.  
Sometimes, when I became frightened during 
the night, Mema would come and lay down 
beside me until I fell asleep. If I was extra scared, 
she even let me sneak out of bed and eat a bowl 
of Raisin Bran with her. Occasionally I would 
fake it- just so I could spend a little special time 
with her. My 8-year-old-self thought that was 
the best thing ever! Mema loved her grandchil-
dren. She thought it was so great to have every-
one there at her house! Even with all the noise, 
the mess, the bickering and the constant “girl” 
drama- it never seemed to bother her one bit.  

Now as a grown woman, I reminisce about 
all the fun times Mema had with my two 
girls. I will always treasure the many Saturday 
mornings we spent eating breakfast together at 
Mama Penn’s and going with her to the library 
where she would sit and read books with my 
girls for hours. I will also never forget Mema’s 
unique home-made Christmas gifts.  She never 
had much money to buy expensive presents, 
but the love she wove into a scarf made of yarn 
was worth more than gold.

When it became obvious that Mema’s 
time on this earth would soon be over, it was 
her last request that her family surround her 
during her final hours. Together we sang old 
hymns, read Bible verses, told stories of fond 
memories, expressed our love to her, and gave 
thanks to our Lord for her life. 

Thank you, Mema, for your life and for 
sharing your love with our world. We love you!  
I pray I will never forget that it’s really the 
“simple things” in life that are the most extraor-
dinary.  Grandparents are truly very special!

Katie Laughridge
Years ago, individuals often remained 

in his/her workplace until retirement. 
Presently, individuals may stay in a typical 
job position for 4-6 years before making a 
change. In other words, over a decade, you 
can potentially expect to change positions 
or careers twice. This can be terrifying and 
challenging, yet also exciting and inviting. 
The biggest variable or factor holding 
someone back from changing is fear.

It is extremely common to have fear 
when making a change or transition. This 
fear can easily turn into inactivity, paralysis, 
and higher self-doubt. Focus on remember-
ing that fear is a normal and natural part 
of any career change process. For example, 
you may fear failure, making a “bad” or 
“wrong” choice, not meeting others’ expec-
tations, or worry about the perceptions of 
others. Some may even fear success.

When fear takes your breath and move-
ment away, consider the following:

1) What is the worst thing that could 

happen? What comes next?
2) What do you gain by making a 

choice and taking a risk?
3) How could you make this decision or 

choice less risky?
4) What would you do if the worst-case 

scenario happened?
5) How would you break down a 

change into smaller steps? When could you 
take this step, and what would you need?

6) Ask yourself if the fear is rational 
or irrational. What is the likelihood of it 
becoming true? Is this an opinion or a fact?

7) Would you survive if the worst-case 
scenario happened? What would you do?

Another important reminder is that 
failure does not have to be negative; 
reframe disappointments and hurts as 
protection, new opportunities, clarity, etc. 
View it as feedback on ways to improve or 
become better. Embrace your failures and 
visualize success being right around the 
corner. You will find more satisfaction by 
living in the moment and not obsessing or 
dwelling on the “what ifs” and “what could 
go wrong” statements in your mind.

Mary-Catherine McClain Riner, Ph.D., 
Ed.S, M.S., is a Licensed Psychologist  with 
Riner Counseling, LLC. Visit www.rinercoun-
seling.com or call 864-608-0446.

MARY- 
CATHERINE  
McCLAIN 
RINER

Doubts and fears 
when making 

career changes

MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Jim Fraser

THINGS CAN’T GET ANY WORSE — OR CAN THEY?

I had walked many times with 
my mother to Saylors One Stop 
from our house on Beatty Square, 

crossing what 
was then a two 
lane 28 by-pass, 
to get a loaf 
of bread or 
some milk. I’d 
roam the candy 
aisle while she 
grabbed her 
items and I’d 
usually get a 

handful of bazooka bubble gum or a 
sugar daddy if I was lucky. 

On this particular mid-morning 
my mom said that she was going 
next door to see a neighbor and 
would be back in a few minutes. “ I’ll 
be right back, watch your sisters,and 
don’t leave this yard”. I had a quarter 
that was burning a hole in my pock-
et, and I told my sisters I was going 
to get us some candy. Gail, my eldest 
sister says, “You heard what Mama 
said, “Don’t leave the yard”. I said, “ 
I’ll run and be back in five minutes”. 
I got the, “Im telling face” from her, 
but took off like the Flash toward 
Saylors. In two minutes I was stand-
ing on the corner of West Market 
and 28 by-pass, looking across at 
Saylors. I looked both ways, all 
clear, and dashed across the hi-way, 
straight to the candy. I grabbed three 

pixie-stix, three boxes of atomic 
fireballs, and a sugar-daddy. I paid 
with my quarter, got a nickel back, 
a little bag for my booty, and I was 
out. A Pepsi truck was just parking 
on the corner of the lot. I ran to the 
corner to cross. I could see to my 
right, but the Pepsi truck was block-
ing my view to the left. Using my 
seven years of logic I assumed that if 
nothing was coming one way, there 
must be nothing coming the other. 
The Flash made it two steps into the 
hi-way when...BLAM!! I’d been laid 
out and rolled over by a green Ford 
pick-up that was slowing for the 
red light. Miraculously I got up and 
made it to the other side still hold-
ing the bag of candy. I was dazed 
and remember two men grabbing 
me lying me down on the sidewalk, 

but I struggled up saying, “I’m okay, 
gotta’ get home”. 

I saw my mom heading into the 
front door, so I quickly limped into 
the backdoor just in time to hide 
the candy when I heard,” What 
happened to you?” Of course I said, 
“I fell down”. She saw that my arms 
were scraped, my jeans were torn, 
and snatched the bulge from my 
back pocket. She was about to lower 
the boom on me when the doorbell 
rang. “Is this where the little boy 
lives that got ran over by the truck?” 
My Dad was called, and I was once 
again loaded into the station wagon. 
All I remember about the overnight 
hospital stay was that I could only 
have bland tea. I never saw my candy 
bag again, but now I look both ways 
before even crossing a one way street.

It’s really the end of the year. 
I thought it would be a good 
idea to just go over some things. 
What did and didn’t happen in 

2020 and 
what may 
or may not 
happen in 
2021.

Let’s talk 
about what 
didn’t hap-
pen. At the 
start of the 
year it was 

confirmed that The Pussycat Dolls 
had reunited and had released a 
brand new track called “React”: By 
March they were set to embark on 
their first world wide tour in ten 
years. But that was halted before 
they got to perform their first 
venue. I’m hoping that in 2021 
things return to normal. I mean 
they look great after all this time 
but let’s face it, the clock is tick-
ing and surely their dance moves 
aren’t easy. A new rapper emerged 
from Houston Texas and quickly 
became the biggest breakout star 
of the year. Megan The Stallion 
was set to also go on tour, but 
her only performance came in the 
summer when she made her first 
appearance on SNL. It seemed 
like I was playing a new track from 
her every single week, sometimes 
three or four of them.  I’m excit-

ed to see her hit the road when 
the pandemic allows. And then 
there’s Rihanna. She promised us 
in January of 2019 a new album 
which never came. As recently as 
August she was dropping hints 
and guaranteed her 9th album 
was coming before the new year. 
I believed her. I mean there was 
really nothing else for her to do 
while in quarantine. Is it really that 
hard to give us new music RiRi? 
I’m hoping that by the time this 
article goes to print, Rihanna has 
left me new music in my stocking. 
But I’m not optimistic.

It’s hard to stay positive during 
these crazy times, but I learned 
during the pandemic to always 
look for the silver lining. Staying 
positive and hopeful makes things 
much better.. It’s ironic for me to 
be a Negative Nancy while dis-
cussing new music from Rihanna, 
but here’s the thing. We’ve heard 
this song and seen this dance 
before. Exactly one year ago. But 
like George W. Bush once said... 
“fool me once, shame on — shame 
on you. Fool me —uhh. If you fool 
me once you can’t get fooled again.”

I hope you have a wonderful 
holiday season and look forward 
to a better 2021.

Justin Tyme can be heard on 
HOT 98.1 on Saturdays and 
Sundays.

Music roundup

Justin Tyme

Look both ways

Neal Parnell
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BY JULIE BARTON
Former President of Anderson Heritage, Inc.

In May, 1985, the following quote 
appeared in the Yorkville Bulletin:

“Old buildings are not ours. They belong 
partly to those who built them and partly to the 
generations of mankind who are to follow us.”

This belief became a guiding principle for 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. Since 1973 count-
less volunteers have worked to preserve and 
restore historically and architecturally signif-
icant structures in Anderson. Community 
leaders who supported the goal of preserving 
the past for the future accomplished extraordi-
nary work in the field of preservation.  Many 
of Anderson’s most charming and archi-
tecturally important sites still stand today 
due to the diligence and dedication of the 
members of Anderson Heritage, Inc. Early 
leaders of the organization were visionary in 
their unshakable belief in the value of preser-
vation at a time long before it was “on trend’. 
It is in honor of these visionary leaders that 
current members of the Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors took a bold step. It was 
unanimously decided that funds long held 
in an Endowment should be distributed to 
organizations in the community which are 
currently striving to do the important work of 

preservation and restoration. Four impactful 
gifts have been distributed to the Anderson 
County Museum, the 
Anderson Arts Center, the 
City of Anderson and the 
TBA initiative (To Benefit 
Anderson) of the Foothills 
Community Foundation. 

The Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors stipulat-
ed to the Anderson County 
Museum that funds were 
exclusively for the mainte-
nance and upkeep of Miss 
Frierson’s Schoolhouse and 
other assets received from 
the organization. Funds to 
the Anderson Arts Center 
were designated for capital 
improvements to either of 
their historic structures, the 
Carnegie Building or the 
Arts Warehouse, or to the 
retirement of debt on the 
property. Portions of the 
disbursement to the City of Anderson were 
designated to the Church Street project, Silver 
Brook Cemetery and the Gateway Markers 
project. The Foothills Community Foundation 
was charged with directing their funds to a proj-

ect of the TBA Initiative (To Benefit Anderson) 
which aligns with the former mission and vision 

of Anderson Heritage, Inc.
It is rare that a non-prof-

it organization is able to 
declare, “Mission, accom-
plished!” But that is the 
case for Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. Past leaders, volunteers 
and donors have been hon-
ored and past goals have 
been generously funded 
for future accomplishment. 
Thanks to the unified voice 
of the Board of Directors, 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. 
has been able to direct final 
and impactful gifts to the 
community. After 47 years, 
the charter of the organi-
zation will be suspended 
by the SC Secretary of 
State. Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. will achieve Emeritus 
status as an organization 

no longer active on the front lines of historic 
preservation, but always supportive of the goal 
of preserving the past for the future.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR LIEN

Pursuant to SC Statutory Law, 
personal property from the 

following unit will be sold on 
April 2, 2020 at 12:30 PM at 

Stowaway Self Storage, 
4350 Highway 24, 

Anderson, SC 29626. 
Items can be viewed at

www.storagetreasures.com.

Unit #C19 – L. Vaughn – Unit 
appears to have - Refrigerator,

electronics, grill, rug, 
loveseat, couch, tables, 

chairs, mattress, night stand, 
dressers, household goods.

Property being sold to satisfy 
a lien for storage rent.

Terms of sale: Cash Only

Unit availability subject to 
prior redemption by tenant.

Preserving the past for the future

IR
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Shane Hunt, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

1508 N Fant St 
Anderson, SC 29621 
864-224-2955

864-716-0560 • www.glennmep.com

We specialize in HVAC, Electrical and Plumbing
Service Residential and Industrial

Provide Certified Technicians for all repair needs
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Coronavirus forces 
concert cancellations

Justin Tyme

HOT HITSNIBBLE & SIP

community

By the time you are reading this it is likely 
that there have been even more cancellations, 

restrictions, and all 
around disappoint-
ment due to the 
covid-19 virus. 
It’s serious. 
Locally all events 
at arenas have 
been postponed. 
Who knows if 
these shows will ever 
get rescheduled. With 

the price of concert tickets averaging about 
$150 dollars its fair to say this is a huge deal 
for many Americans.

What was your first concert? Mine 
was Milli Vanilli, Young MC, and Sweet 
Sensation at the War Memorial Auditorium 
in Rochester, NY. My ticket cost $22. I even 
had great seats! But now it costs $22 for 
a beer and a hot dog., and another $22 to 
park the car. My point is today people plan 

months even years in advance to go see a 
show. Many times they fly 

out of town to Miami 
or Vegas with the 

girls, or the broth-
ers, or for a roman-
tic weekend. All of 
that has come to a 
grinding halt.

Locally Jay Leno, 
The Zac Brown 

Band, and Adam 
Sandler had to call of their 

shows. In Atlanta Taylor Swift, 
Kenny Chesney, Green Day and BTS won’t 
be performing for fans.If your first concert 
has been called off because of the virus keep 
your chin up. You saved a lot of money and 
hey at least your first concert wasn't Milli 
Vanilli. Stay safe. Wash your hands.

Justin Tyme can be heard on HOT 98.1 
Saturdays and Sundays.

When I started this column, I introduced 
Nibble and Sip as an easy way to get together 
with friends on a Friday night: Shake up a 
cocktail, whip up an easy appetizer, and hang 
out for a couple of hours before people move 
along to a real dinner.

But nibbles and sips aren’t just for Fridays. 
A delicious drink and snack would be appre-
ciated at a bridesmaid’s get-together, after a 
contentious HOA meeting, or amongst Little 
League parents. (But please, not before the 
game. Using your Liquid Courage to yell at an 
umpire will land you in jail or on YouTube.)

I think one of the best places for a nibble 
and sip is a book club. Adding food and drink 
to the mix makes the atmosphere a little more 
casual, and that may encourage members to 
offer their opinions more freely. Long consid-
ered a woman’s domain, there are book clubs 
for men too. In Marin County, California, 
there’s a club called, oddly enough, the Man 
Book Club that’s been meeting since 2007. In 
Australia, there are Tough Guy Book Clubs 
that have been meeting around the country for 
almost a decade. There are also book clubs for 
couples. If you enjoy a good story, find a club 
to join or start one on your own.

One of the great things about serving a 
nibble and sip at a book club is that you have a 
built-in theme. If you’re reading Amor Towles’ 
“Rules of Civility,” the story of a small-town 
girl thrust into New York’s high society, you 
could set up a Bubbly Bar and serve Roasted 
Smashed Potatoes (December 26, 2019 edi-
tion). If you’re reading Aravind Adiga’s “The 
White Tiger,” the story of a young Indian boy’s 
rise to wealth and power, serve Chai Blossoms 
and Mumbai Sliders ( January 9, 2020 edition).

A popular book among women’s, men’s, 
and couples’ book clubs is Fredrik Backman’s 
“A Man Called Ove.” Ove is a grumpy, reclu-

sive Swede who rides roughshod over his 
neighborhood association until a young family 

moves next door. Set in 
Sweden, it cries out for a 
Swedish nibble and sip. 
Toast Skagen are deli-
cious little open-faced 
shrimp sandwiches, and 
to accompany them, an 
easy and delicious cock-
tail is the Kilsbergen 
Martini, which features 
Swedish vodka and the 

flavors of forest fruits. You and your book club 
will be shopping for Saabs in no time.

Toast Skagen
6 slices of whole-grain bread
softened butter
1 pound cooked baby shrimp
3 T. mayonnaise
3 T. sour cream
1 T. chopped fresh dill
salmon caviar, optional
Lightly spread both sides of each bread 

slice with softened butter. In a skillet over 
medium heat, grill the bread slices until gold-
en on both sides. Set aside to cool, and slice 
each bread slice in half diagonally.

In a mixing bowl, gently stir the shrimp, 
mayonnaise, sour cream, and dill until combined. 
Spoon on top of the grilled bread halves and top 
with salmon caviar, if desired. Serves 12.

Kilsbergen Martini
1 ½ oz. Absolut Kurant
½ oz. crème de cassis
¼ oz. fresh lemon juice
Add all ingredients to a cocktail shaker and 

fill with ice. Shake vigorously and strain into a 
martini glass. Serves 1. 

There are cocktails in those books

Kim von Keller

As I watched the salesman pitch the nine-
inch garden gnome, I listened in awe and won-
der as the familiar phrase was uttered from 

his mouth through my 
big screen speakers, “It’ll 
change your life”. Could 
this be true? Could a 
solar-powered garden 
gnome with glowing 
L.E.D. red eyes actually 
change my life? He con-
tinued to astonish me 
with the many mystical 
attributes of this can’t 

live without elf wannabe. According to this 
professor of gnomeology, trespassers, burglars, 
and even garden pests such as rabbits, squir-
rels, snakes, and deer could be repelled by the 
ever glowing eyes of your new little friend. But 
wait, there’s more. This nine inches of techno-

logical tenacity also contains a motion-activat-
ed night vision camera with built-in speakers, 
so that you, that is to say, the gnome, can 
actually speak to the garden intruder from the 
safety of your kitchen window.

I was beginning to be brainwashed by the 
gnome selling guru, while the flashing text at the 
bottom of the screen said, only 500 left. Panic 
was setting in as I realized that everyone but 
me would have this prized piece of plastic plant 
protection. The pitchman became extremely 
animated as he explained that for five easy pay-
ments of twenty-nine ninety-nine, a box would 
arrive at my home, delivered free of charge 
within three days. With credit card in hand, I 
logged on to the site, and just as I was about to 
purchase with one easy click, I came to my sens-
es, and suddenly realized, I don’t have a garden, 
and the only thing in my life that would change 
would be my ever-decreasing bank account. 

It’ll change your life

Neal Parnell

THE GARDEN SHOP

 When I was a kid, lots of surprises were 
always on my Christmas wish lists to Santa. 
In full disclosure, Santa Claus didn’t come to 
our house. Sanny Claus did. I’m sure the latest 
in Barbie clothes and accessories were at the 
top of the lists. Anyway, I got a very pleasant 
surprise coming down the driveway last week. 
Beautiful fall color from a Trident maple 
behind the garage. Maybe I just noticed it 
because the tree is now taller than the garage. 
Maybe it is having a good year. I recall it being 
mostly yellow in the past. Lower leaves fell 
several weeks ago but those left in the top 
portion were a fiery orange. This, behind the 
silver roof, really stood out. 

If you love fall colors of maple trees but 
don’t have the space, Trident maple (Acer buer-
gerianum) may be a good choice. It will grow 

to about 25 feet tall and wide. Mine is 14 
years old. It came from the plant sale at South 
Carolina Botanical Gardens. Their descrip-
tion was “though uncommon in gardens, the 
rich-green, rather ivy-like, 3-lobed leaves of 
this somewhat bushy tree make it well worth 
planting”. I chose trident maple to give shade 
on the screen porch because I didn’t want a 
large tree growing that close to the house. By 
maple standards, it’s a moderate grower. Most 
maples are considered fast growing. The tree 
doesn’t shade the whole porch but does block 
the hottest afternoon sun. It took about 8-10 
years before providing some shade. It was a 
seven-gallon tree and would have grown faster 
if watered and given a bit of fertilizer.

Another nice thing about trident maple is 
the bark. It’s a light gray color and flakes. Fallen 
leaves don’t bother me. I only rake a few areas 
and let the rest be. Free mulch, organic matter, 
and weed suppression from fallen leaves suits 
me. Trident’s leaves are small so that may be 
another benefit if your garden is not let leaves 
be type. It is considered a long living tree, up to 
150 years possibly. Full sun is best for fall color. 

A sycamore tree was planted further away 

from the house to provide shade on the screen 
porch. It has grown very fast and is quite tall. 
So far branches are not widespread enough 
to give shade on the porch. Someday maybe. 
Sycamore is one of my favorite trees because 
of the beautiful bark. I wish I could say I 
planned this but it’s luck. Trident’s bark color 
is complimentary to shades of tan in the syc-
amore bark. Sycamore leaves are quite large. 

The lawnmower has to be raised as high as 
it will go and I still have to go over them at 
least twice to cut them up. The lawnmower 
just pushes them along. Both of these trees are 
inside the fence so this maintenance is done 
to keep things conducive for my faithful four 
legged companion. Another advantage of tri-
dent maple is the roots do not grow on top of 
the ground, unlike those of the sycamore tree.  

SUSAN  
TEMPLE  
master  
gardener

Lots of surprises

Trident maple Trident maple bark
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Administered by: Community & Economic Development 
Part of the CARES Act Federal Funding Program
To apply visit: andersonsc.viewpointcloud.com

Has your business been 
impacted by COVID?

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 
SMALL BUSINESS COVID GRANTS NOW

Eligibility: 
Small businesses with 1-50 employees located in the City of 
Anderson that have been in operation since  February 15, 2020 
to assist businesses directly impacted  by COVID-19 and may 
not duplicate assistance received from other organizations.

TIMELINE: 
Funding up to $10,000 will be available on a first come  
first serve basis; applications will be accessible  
December 10 - February 12

USE of FUNDS: 
These funds are nonrecurring (one time) and can be used  
to offset expenses associated with reopening or relaunching  
a small business with social distancing and other safety  
precautions as a result of being directly affected by 
COVID-19. 

Allowable expenses include:
• Equipment, Supplies or Payroll
• Building/Equipment Modification or Adaptation
• Rent And Utilities for Leased Space
• Operation Procedures Modified Due to COVID-19

UP TO $10,000

visit AndersonCityEconomicDevelopment.com for more info
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The Rev. Peter Michael Lack
Pastor, Starr UMC

We are a commercial and residential power washing
service with over 10 years of experience. Licensed

and insured. Let us restore your property. 
100% satisfaction guaranteed.

www.beecleanllc.com

(864) 772-2777                    beeclean383@gmail.com

Call for a complimentary 
skincare pampering session!

NIBBLE & SIP

I always look forward to a Nibble and Sip. 
As I’ve written before, something small and 
delicious on a Friday afternoon is a great way 
to end the work week and usher in the week-

end. This time of year, 
though, I like to save 
our treat until after din-
ner, especially if we’re 
snuggled up on the sofa, 
watching a Christmas 
movie. So whether 
your favorite is “It’s a 
Wonderful Life,” “Love, 
Actually,” or “Die Hard,” 
make it even more fes-

tive with Spiked Hot Chocolate and Danish 
Wedding Cookies.

Spiked Hot Chocolate starts with your 
own homemade mix, and you can customize 
it by adding an ounce of your favorite liqueur; 
coffee, cinnamon, peppermint, Irish cream, or 
raspberry pair beautifully with chocolate. And 
there’s nothing better to pair with a warm and 
creamy drink than a buttery, crumbly cookie. 

Also called a Mexican Wedding Cookie, the 
Danish Wedding Cookie has only a handful 
of ingredients. It is easy to prepare and will be 
ready before George loses the money, Natalie 
curses in front of the Prime Minister, or John 
infiltrates Nakatomi Tower.

Spiked Hot Chocolate
3 ½ c. sugar

2 ¼ c. unsweetened 
cocoa powder (I like the 
Ghirardelli.)

1 T. salt
Whole milk to serve
1 oz. of your favorite 

liqueur
Sweetened whipped 

cream, to serve
Whisk sugar, cocoa pow-

der, and salt until thoroughly 
mixed and store in an airtight 
container. For each serving, 
measure 2 T. of the cocoa 
mix into a mug. In a small 

saucepan, bring 1 c. whole milk to a simmer. 
Slowly pour over the cocoa mix in the mug, 
stirring until combined. Stir in 1 oz. of your 
favorite liqueur and top with sweetened 
whipped cream. Serves one.

Danish Wedding Cookies
2 sticks unsalted butter
1/2 cup powdered sugar

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1 teaspoon almond extract
1 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup blanched almonds, finely ground
2 1/4 cups all purpose flour
An additional 1 ½ c. sifted powdered sugar 

in a shallow bowl to finish
Preheat the oven to 325°F. Line two baking 

sheets with parchment paper.
In a large bowl, beat together the butter, 

sugar, vanilla extract, almond extract, and salt. 
Beat in the ground almonds and the all-pur-
pose flour. Using a cookie scoop, scoop 1-inch 
pieces of dough and roll into balls. Place the 
balls on the prepared baking sheets, leaving 1 
inch between each.

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, until the tops are 
set and the edges are golden. Allow the cookies 
to cool for 5 minutes. Transfer them, a few at a 
time, to the bowl, rolling them in the powdered 
sugar to coat, then transfer them to a rack to 
cool. When the cookies are cool, roll them in the 
sugar again to thoroughly coat. Makes 4 dozen.

Take your Christmas movie viewing to next-level comfort

Kim von Keller
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Katie Laughridge

For long-term weight loss, our procedures are safe and 
effective for people who have tried everything. Regardless of 
your body type, we likely have a weight-loss option for you. 
All of our choices are matched to your unique circumstances 
by our leading weight-loss providers, who will help you 
determine the right one. And the best solution will be the one 
that will help you achieve healthier living, such as playing with 
your children, walking your dog or dancing with your friends. 

You can do it, and we’re right here for you.

To speak with someone about pre-qualifying, 
please call 864.512.4476.

AnMedHealth.org/WeightLoss

Healthier Living for Every Body

Christmas is fast approaching. 
Even though our parties will be 
a little less than extravagant and 
on a much smaller scale and less 
crowded than last year, we can still 

dress the part 
and be as fes-
tive as ever. 

I love a 
good party 
dress. Mini 
dresses with 
balloon 
sleeves are 
back. Think 
eighties prom 

but with a way more flattering 
approach. Satin flowy maxi dresses 
are big and oh, so gorgeous for 
a Christmas party. Try a salmon 
color or beige or go bold and try a 
hot pink or purple. You will be the 
bell of the ball. 

Fit and flare dresses are beautiful 
on everyone. They’re also comfort-
able and fun to dance the night away 
in. Try a floral pattern. Black and 
white always looks like a tasteful 
color combination. Ribbed backless 
midi dresses make a statement while 

still pulling of that smart sophisti-
cated vibe and a plunging neckline 
gives you a sexy look but you’re not 
trying too hard. You can never go 
wrong with a little black dress. 

Add some great jewelry and 
accessories and you’re good to go. 
Over the knee boots are big this 
year and really pull off the look. 
Plus, they’re much more comfort-
able than a pointy heel. Anything 
goes. A long sleeve ruffled sweater 
dress makes a statement. Also 
try a high neck smock dress in a 
daring color. Pop on a red matte 
lip and pretty bronzed cheeks with 
big curly hair for that wow factor. 

Show up in style and really take 
it all in. This has been one of the 
most complicated years for me. I 
think everyone else would agree 
that we all need to unwind and 
enjoy a special night with family 
and friends. No matter what you 
wear or show up in, remember that 
kindness always matters and by 
making everybody feel like a some-
body, well, that’s always in style. 
Make the sidewalk your runway. 
Happy party dress season y’all.

When you hear the word “tradition,” what do you 
think of? I think of summer beach trips, Saturday 
mornings eating pancakes at Cracker Barrel, listening 

to Kenny G and decorating our 
Christmas tree,  family movie 
nights by the fire, nighttime 
devotions with Poppie, the 
family homework table, eating 
Sunday lunches at Mema’s with 
my 7 cousins, and spending 
summers at my Mamma’s house 
on Elm Street. Though many 
of these things may seem ordi-
nary to you, they are everything 
but ordinary to me. They are 
traditions. Traditions that have 
built me into the person I am 

today. Traditions that inspire me to provide the same 
heart-warming experiences for my own two children.

Choosing to focus on experiences, living in antic-
ipation of exciting plans, and gathering stories and 
memories can have a profound impact on how much 
we enjoy life. This time of year is full of traditions. 
It’s the perfect time to continue old traditions or even 
to start new traditions with your family and friends.  
Luckily, your home offers many opportunities for you 
and your family to take part in a new and exciting 
adventure together. 

Read a different Christmas book every night during 
the month of December.

Snuggle up on the couch with a blanket, a cup of 
hot cocoa, and watch a new Christmas movie together. 
(The Christmas Chronicles on Netflix is a new family 
favorite!) 

Decorate your Christmas tree together as a family. 
Talk about the ornaments you hang up and what they 
mean to you. Do they tell a story? Did you get them 
from somewhere special? Play “I Spy” as your children 
look for ornaments to give you to hang up (ex: I spy 
something red and sparkly in the shape of a star!). You 
could even create some new ornaments together!

Allow your children to make cards for each family 
member and/or wrap presents in brown Kraft wrap-
ping paper and let them decorate the paper with pic-
tures or decorations. This activity will make them feel 
a part of the gift-giving. 

Help your children make homemade gifts for fam-
ily members—showing them that the best gifts are 
from the heart. 

Sing popular Christmas songs together. Teach them 
some of your favorite Christmas songs. Go caroling 
around your neighborhood.

Make Christmas cookies to deliver to your close 
neighbors. 

Write letters to Santa to mail to the North Pole 
and/or to leave by the fireplace Christmas Eve.

Traditions are not only meaningful to children, but 
to us as well. They create a sense of belonging and antic-
ipation for the future. They give children something to 
talk about, something to write about, and something to 
hold close to their hearts for years to come.

Here’s to making some new traditions this year! 

Kristine March

Party dress seasonTraditions 
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RalphHayesToyota.comShop online, anytime at

RALPH HAYES PRE-OWNED CENTER

 2018 HONDA ACCORD 
EX-L 2.0T 

$25,997
Stk#21061A, Navigation

2018 HONDA 
CR-V EX-L 

$26,595
Stk# 20927B

OVER 100 PRE-OWNED TO CHOOSE FROM! NEW VEHICLES ARRIVING DAILY!

2019 HONDA 
HR-V TOURING  

$23,987
Stk#20994A

2014 FORD 
EXPLORER

$14,997
Stk#21171A

2017 NISSAN
ROGUE SL

$18,987
Stk#21020A

 2017 HONDA 
CR-V EX

$20,598
Stk#20935A

2013 JEEP 
WRANGLER SPORT

$21,995
Stk#21115A

2020 CHEVY
TRAVERSE   

$33,262
Stk#21252A

2020 NISSAN ARMADA 
PLATINUM 

$48,776
Stk#21026A 

 2016 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA SE

$10,695
Stk#20977A

 2017 NISSAN 
MAXIMA 3.5 SV 

$19,994
Stk#20953ASOLD

2017 DODGE 
DURANGO GT  

$27,997
Stk#P5850

 2019 FORD 
EXPLORER LIMITED

$29,994
Stk#P6603 

2017 FORD 
F-150 XLT 

$33,997
Stk#PP8590

 2018 GMC 
SIERRA 1500 DENALI

$48,977
Stk#21048A

2019 HONDA
CR-V EX

$24,992
Stk#20856A

 2018 GMC 
SIERRA 1500 SLT

$42,499
Stk#P6369

 2019 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE LT

$45,460
Stk#P1600

2019 CADILLAC 
XT4 LUXURY

$29,499
Stk#21177A

2020 HONDA 
ACCORD SPORT 2.0T 

$27,994
Stk#20875A 

4008 CLEMSON BLVD • ANDERSON, SC 29621

864-226-1571
RALPH HAYES TOYOTA CERTIFIED

TACOMAS
$16,990Starting 

From

20 TO CHOOSE

COROLLAS
$14,990Starting 

From

10 TO CHOOSE

4RUNNERS
$28,990Starting 

From

7 TO CHOOSE

CAMRYS
$10,900Starting 

From

20 TO CHOOSE

Sales@RalphHayesToyota.com
Email:Phone:

RalphHayesToyota.com864-226-1571 Sales@RalphHayesToyota.com

SOLD


