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City officials
celebrate DB.
Walker Park

improvements

BY JANA MACKIN

What was once an East Side eye-
sore, recently celebrated a miracle
makeover that has made D.B. Walker
Park a destination jewel among play-
grounds. Early this month, more than
100 city, civic, community leaders and
locals showed up to celebrate phase
I “significant upgrades and improve-
ments” to the park and green space.

Whether Mayor Terence Roberts,
the city council, Bobby Beville, parks

1320 US 29 SOUTH ANDERSON,

T
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and recreation director, and the many
others who helped realize this vision,

all were wowed by this wonderland of
magical towers, tomorrow land slides,

SC 29626 |

climbs and swings located at what was
once the site of old basketball courts,
and a decrepit picnic shelter.

“Today, we celebrate these beautiful

park improvements in this community,”

said councilman Tony Stewart, “and it
is up to us as a community to help pre-
serve these improvements for current
and future users of this park.

“That is my prayer today for this

=
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12 LAVIMNIA AVE.
GREENVILLE, 5C 29601

community,” Stewart said, “so we can

SEE PARK ON PAGE 2
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community

Award-winning TL Hanna Yellow
Jacket Band plans performances

TL Hanna Band has made histo-
ry again! The TL Hanna Band has been

awarded the South

Carolina Outstanding
Performance Award

_—

for the first time in school
history! This is the highest
award offered to a band
program from the South
Carolina Band Directors
Association.

To receive this

award, a high school

=

ey

band must meet

a rigorous set of qualifications including
superior ratings at the State Marching Band

Championship, Superior Ratings at the South
Carolina Concert Performance Assessment,
seat a large number of
r—' students in the South
Carolina All-State and
All-Region Bands, and have
a large number of supe-
rior ratings at the South
Carolina Solo and Ensemble
Event. This award is given
to bands that excel in every
aspect of a band pro-
gram.

incredible school year and they will be cap-
ping their year off with two huge stage perfor-

days!

They have had an

mances at Calhoun Academy of the Arts on
May 12 and May 13. Tickets are $12 and are
on sale now.

You do not want to miss these perfor-
mances. This is the Hanna Band like you
have never seen before. Let’s show our
community’s support of our award-winning
program by packing the house for these two

May 12th Tickets - https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/619214185297

May 13th Tickets - https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/music-motion-and-color-

tickets-619257705467

Park

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

enjoy this beautiful park for years
to come.”

The phased improvements
to the 6.3 acre park have totaled
nearly $2 million in Community
Development Block Grants of
which $950,000 was phase IT
improvements. The city’s park
and recreation department
worked with Carolina Parks
and Play to design, create and
equip the new playground; a
confection of climbing, swinging,
sliding, spinning adventures and
apparatus that incorporates the
PlayOdyssey and Alpha towers.
Further, the playground features
poured-in-place rubber surfacing
with ADA access and safety stan-
dards.

The park also features a 24’
hexagon multi-rib metal picnic
shelter, grill areas, basketball
court, a newly surfaced walking
track, a parking lot that features
10 regular and 2 handicapped
places, LED lighting, four securi-
ty cameras and a chain link fence
that surrounds the playground.

“We have nothing like this
in Anderson.... And what makes
me proud is to concentrate on
improving our playgrounds so
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people in wheelchairs or walkers
can get around,” said Beville, proj-
ect head.

“All this playground equip-

ment has been designed to be

MAY 11-24, 2023

used by all regardless of the

handicap,” he said. “It’s really won-

derful”
Carolina Parks and Play Sales
Consultant, Chris Yang, worked

at length with the city’s parks and
recreation department to realize
this playground from vision to
reality, looking at design ideas,
demographics, topography, com-
munity draw, safety and other
issues. The playground’s unique
theme focuses around the two
towers as design elements inter-
twined with the various types of
other play activities and equip-
ment.

“Play really brings people
together, said Yang. “It’s becoming
a destination playground.”

The park’s history and evolu-
tion testifies to its namesake D.B.
Walker, a long time councilman,
civic leader and pastor. From
little more than a city plot to its
present incarnation as “destina-
tion playground’, the park incar-
nates a message of hope, joy and
actualization. Playgrounds are
great equalizers, and play speaks
that common language of chil-
dren swinging, sliding or climb-
ing one of those towers towards
the sun.

“People from outside of the
community are coming to enjoy
the park,” Walker said.“I'm (also)
hoping people of our community
take their children to enjoy such a
beautiful park”

“He's smiling in heaven,” said
Caroline Walker, about her dad.
“He had a long life. He was 100
years old when he died”
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community

The Electric City News announces the
winners of its National Poetry Month

Fedtry Corte

Autobiography in Four Short Chapters

BY AURELIA LEBRUN (INSPIRED BY PORTIA NELSON)

Chapter |

| walk in the garden | was born in

where there are trees ripe with fruit,

shrubs teeming with flowers,

children laughing and playing (at something, what?)

| do not see their color, | do not hear their laughs, | do not understand enough to want.

Chapter 11

| walk in the garden again,

walking faster now as | feel scared of what | do not know.
Someone stops me and asks,

Why aren’t you with the others, playing?

| pretend I'm deaf and walk faster.

Chapter 111

I'm here in the garden,

and every plant seems to wilt

as | walk in with my monotone mind.

| wonder why | still bother with this garden,

keeping up appearances and pleasing it every day still.
| almost don't come back.

Chapter IV

But | do come back.

And when | do,

| keep my eyes open.

I'm standing,

looking around.

No one even notices I'm here.

I'm going to leave, why did | even bother-

and then | saw them.

Instead of the typical obnoxious kids, an old couple sat together on the old park bench,
holding hands and talking to each other softly. They were perfect and scarred and were
rough-edged puzzle pieces merged into something even more beautiful.

| began to wonder;

Has the sky always been this blue?

Has the chirps of birds

and the whistling of a tree’s leaves

always sounded so heavenly?

All around me,

flowers explode into countless hues of vermillion and emerald and dandelion yellow
and I'm just standing here, mouth open,

and all | can see is everything | haven't seen before.

The world is now full of color,

full of sound,

full of hope.

| walk,

not just to get myself through the garden,

but to appreciate it for the first time.
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Once he was a friend

On whom | could depend.

| could not comprehend

How the fun would never end

But now my trust he’s trashed.
Into my vault he crashed.

A wicked plan he hatched.

My precious chips he snatched.

He stole my chips, that rotten thief!
It is a crime beyond belief.

My endless grief will not be brief.
For from this pain there’s no relief.

| loved those chips and to me it seemed
That all night and day | dreamed.

Whene'er | thought of my chips | beamed.

But then that chip fiend intervened.

Him and his evil chip-stealing scheme!
How could he be so horribly mean?

It makes me want to shout and scream!
My rage is totally and utterly extreme!

My chips he did so cruelly rob

To shove in his big fat slobbery gob.
It makes me want to sadly sob

To think of my precious chips
Pinched between his fingertips
And perched upon his drooling lips-
A stolen-chip apocalypse!

From this betrayal | will never recover,

The Chip Thief

BY BRADLEY GOODBAN

We are no longer friends with one another.
I’'m warning him now, he’d better take cover,
He’s my worst ever friend, my ex-blood brother.

I’'m going to hunt that chip thief down!
Him and every last one in town!

They won’t be laughing then, those clowns,
I'll turn their smiles into permanent frowns!

I'll wreak my stolen chip revenge!
His punishment will never end!

I'll tell the world of his infamy,

Of how he stole my chips from me.
His name will go down in history
Synonyms with chip thievery!

So now he’d better prepare his tomb-
That gangly-limbed, crazy-eyed,
curly-haired loon,

‘Cause I'm going at him faster
Than a supersonic boom-
That greedy, grasping, chip-stealing goon.

Closer and closer to him do | zoom-
That traitorous, treacherous
BFF of a baboon,

And when | get there

It will be safe to assume

That, very soon, you know whom
Will get what's coming

When | deal out his

boom!!!

Déja Vu

BY BET'TY HENRY YOUNG

My sister sits beside me

On Granny’s wide veranda.
The creaking swing-song
Lulls my little one to sleep.
Fireflies explore the twilight,
Darting, twinkling.

A honeysuckle-breeze

Sets windchimes tinkling.

The sweet antiphony of playing children

Punctuates the night.

We share a smile, remembering
When carefree voices,

Calling in the early summer nights
Were ours.

* Betty is now 99
years old and is the
wife of the late Dr.
Jim Young




community

Anderson

BY RICH OTTER

The public generally learns about law
enforcement operations from television
programs, glamorized presentations where
the culprit is apprehended due to brilliant
deduction by the leading character. Alternately
information comes from newspaper articles
revealing actions or mistakes of agents alleged
to cause an injustice.

What is not seen is what good law enforce-
ment agencies do to prepare their people to
appropriately respond to the multiple situ-
ations with which they are confronted and
the workings behind the scene so essential
to carry out their responsibilities. They have
to do their job without a written script that
guarantees a happy ending.

Anderson County residents have an oppot-
tunity to understand how the real functions of
their protectors are carried out, to actually get
behind the scene and directly see the training
facilities and background operations required
for their safety.

The Anderson County Sheriff’s Citizens
Academy is offered for those who go through
a security check because the program intro-
duces them to areas not generally open to the
public.

The program includes an intensive 10 week
program, once a week two-hour presentations,
delving into the various divisions operated
by the Sheriff’s Department. The programs
are given by local personnel in charge of the
divisions. They are presented not just in a
classroom, but also on site.

Right now is a particularly important time
following a crucial transformation as the result
of Covid-19 and the training procedures and
adjustments made by the department, as well
as with the Sheriff Department’s movement
from their present multiple locations neces-
sitated for operations due to space limita-
tions to consolidation at the new site on the
Highway 28 Bypass.

Covid-19 brought training previously
spread to outside locations in-house, with
facilities in many respects unique in the state
that can also be available to serve Anderson
municipalities and other counties.

One of the most exciting is VirTra, a
training program with a 300 degree visual and
audio experience taking trainees through situ-
ations that are likely to be encountered in the
field. For instance, the deputy may experience
a school shooting scenario, having to make
instantaneous decisions including encounters
with suddenly appearing students, teachers -
or a shooter.

With prison inmates, they also constructed
a facility that can be changed for multiple set-
tings using live actors, training including how

ounty Sheriff’s Citizens Academy

to react to and diffuse such things as domestic
or hostage situations.

Citizens participating in the program
learn about emergency management such
as through 911, uniform patrol procedures,
criminal investigations, forensics, evidence
handling, narcotic responses, various opera-
tional units, judicial involvements and deten-
tion.

The Detention Center is a very immediate
issue as it is about to receive an enormous
rejuvenation. Present accommodations are
double an acceptable capacity. The new facil-
ities are at the same location but also encom-
pass the area of the old, abandoned, National
Guard Armory. They will have provisions
for juveniles now required to be taken to
Columbia. The center will allow appropriate
separation of offenders by class as well as for
the retention of federal prisoners.

There will be meeting areas for attorneys
with their clients and for families, medical
treatment facilities, counseling and space avail-
able for future expansion to avoid significant
future expenditures.

The Citizens Academy will provide a
unique opportunity to visit the operation
and gain an on-spot understanding of
the Sherift’s Department with the people
who make it happen. The next academy
will be held in September and the num-
ber of attendees are limited due to space.
Applications may be filled out and submitted
on line (Citizens Academy Anderson County
Sherift’s Office) or contact Christi Lee at
864-260-4368.

BEWARE

OF THE $65 TERMITE LETTER
(CL-100) WHEN BUYING A HOME

TECHNICIAN

TERMIDDR

.E.BLACK

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.

STATE CERTIFIED | 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE | INSURED & BONDED

375-1899

2840 S. MAIN STREET
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The City of Anderson is excited

to present the year-long series
BY.0.. B v - B
Build Your Own Business [l I O

A program designed to
equip you with the information, A year-long series to help you
skills, and resources in order Build Your Own Business from the ground up!

to create a successful business

B 6 Paid Advertising: S (e

The third Thursday of every month

features topic experts who will June 15" Naillyour platform

give you the tools to build

your business July 20" Business Resources

All sessions are free!

(st 17 How to Sell: Ui the i

September21s. (111111 HRourconcretelresults

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT N October 19" |t'syour blueprint

andersoncityeconomicdevelopment.com

MONTHLY WﬂRKS“ﬂPs month at 102 North Murray Avenue

qrd Thursday of every .
Held the hut registration is required Call: 864.231.2603

free
||-1u3“\r||" ’:3 swnght@cltyoiandersonsc .com Or

6 THE ELECTRIC CITY NEWS | MAY 11-24, 2023




L €T0T ‘vT-11 AYW | SMAN ALID DIM.LDATA IHL

WOJ'[e1UBPSYROPURIS'MMM 1ISIA 10 6080-722-%98 |1eD
12962 ‘IS ‘uosiapuy ‘AemysiH A1aq11 S06€
D77 ’[e3uaQ seQ puel
dyd ‘ana Spruue) *f sjplqen

ouelddy dog|s
wojisnd e Jo

*noA 10} 3ybu s1 yIN3I
H3sudp Inok ysy

‘s|euolssajoud

|eyuap ybnouyy sjqe
-|1eae Ajuo si scueydde
[eJ0 SpeW-wWolsnd Sy |

9deds Aemuie

asealsoul 03 sdesys
J135e19 yum (mef Jo) 9|q
-lpuew ay1 bupueape
Ajpuab pue 211q ay3 bul
-uado Aq sHom @VINT

daa|s
s,34ybiu
191129
b 104

|PIMA(ISYPOPULID)
/Wh03°3400qaavfmmm. / /:sd11q 19 300qaI0.] to sh
11510 40 U402 |[DIUIPSHDOPUDIS 01 34212 40 ‘G080-+CT
98 v a5va)d ‘papiaoid sanaias aqy puv I
SYPO) pUvAD) I0qY U0IPWIOfUL 240UL 40T

UPIIAT o3]S [pIua T
Jo Kwapvayy uvariouryy aqs puv Cusiyua(T [psouar)
Jo Kwaprayy aqy uonpidossy [aua(] upoLauLY A
UOHPIIOSSY [IUI(T PUT04VY) (In0S i1 fo daquious
D OS[D 51 2§ *UOIIDPIS SNO1SUOT) A0f UOHPZIUDSA()
[pIua(T 24 fo saquious pafinaar v sy pup Kusiua(y
UONDPIS U1 SUIUIDA] 201SUIIXD PINIINL SV YIUUD))
(T ‘awd Joyudp Lppnb 1saBig oy Surntarad
woaf yuanwd Luv yuanad jou pinogs Kgarcup puy
Avaf [rIuap vy 40021j2q SU04Is Y U0SIPUY Ul
AomgBIET K340 SO6S 10 Parwao] wIna( syrQO
pupany fo 4aumo agj st 3oy o [a1qUD) U

330ddns pue ouepm3 10§ 90IM0521 UMOIIOY

oA a3e A *In0 Yoeax ases]d Yareay [eseo oAk
ano01dwi no4 dpy ues ey sordos Jopo pue sup

dn Jamod no

aAI3ONIISQO pue

30 00SS

aoue)dde je10 YNNG
aly} yum Ajpanoaya pue
Ajojes

pajeaJ; aq ued
eaudly des|s
Buiious

noqe suonsanb aaey no4 Jy 9[qrssod pooy 1saq
a3 Jpesanod Zurard 21noA a1ns axew 03 ST Poo]
1moA wouy 48190 350w 2173 393 03 Aem 359 Ay T,
31 pa9J oA JeyM Jjo suni £poq Imod Goquiatuay
-an3uej 9onpas djoy spooj ajoym “puey 1930 A
UQ "umop nok mofs Af[eas ued et sauaIpaIdur
[elPYnIE PUE IeJ SUBI) ‘WNIPOS ‘SOANIPPE ‘SIAT
-eA19591d Jo [y 93 Aoy T, *s1eawu pazjoodaid pue
‘s[eatu paxoq 4Apues ‘spooj pauued Jo padexped
UED NOA SE YoNW SE PIoAE INq PIEY ST MOUY |
*$po0J Passad01d proat 03 413 OS[y MO] ST an[ea
[euonLIINU 3 Inq 9Ins 10 PooS 2SI I

$SOLIJ PUE $1231NqISIIYD [ JUSIOP OYAN
*pareapAy Apadosd Aess o1 Aep ot noySnonp
31 woyy Surdds pue punose apoq 1o3eM € S
-A1xed se opdwts se 9q ued 4S10u0 SutureuTe]
43221100 Jj10M 03 Apoq Ay UI [0 41949 10§ [edIA
S *[e Jo 3uatpaidur SuIzISIoUs [E1oNID ISOW A

ST 193eAN "OZH Plo PooS 39810 10U s39] puy
“UOLEWIEJUI Pue and1ey 9onpas djoy yorym
SpIoe 1] [eruassa Ut Y31y 7€ SINU ‘S[eIuTLy

PUE SUTLUEIIA [EDUISSI 01 UOLIPPE UJ *SINN]

‘pajelado pue paumo Apuspuadepul asiyduely yoeg ‘pueig sideduo) asiyduely swoH e pue 377 'spullg
196png jo yiewaepedy e si spuljg 1@6png ‘pantesay siyby ||y D77 ‘spullg 1@6png 810z@ Ajuo sesiyouely Bunedpiued 1y Ajuo slewnse
40 @wn [en1ul 38 PooB JaO "SUOANOD JO ‘SJUNODSIP ‘S18J0 JBL30 AUB Yiim PijeA 10U ‘BWi} PaYWI| & 1o} PIjeA "Palinbal aseyaind winwiuli
*s|ie3ap 4oy yjse ‘A|dde Aew suonouisay ‘spuljg 1@6png woly spnpoud ajf1g pausiybijug pue sjusuwieas} mopuim paida|as o3 saljddy,

uoslepuy/wod'spuligiebpng

¢l90-CcEC-¥98

€202 ‘0€ aunr sandxa 1ajJ0
,SBUIBA0D) MOPUIAN PRIDBISS UQ

440 %S¢

uonewolny swWoH e sadeiq e SOPLYS e SISNNYS o SPUI|G

.1ebpnqg Aiene uoj adinies pue ojh1g

SANI'Td

A13495dNd Il

‘'ssauisng ay1 ul Ayuessem 1seq

2y} pue ‘@d1n8s ‘m_\ﬁm sanlesap ﬁmm_usj
Kians 1e ‘suokianse 1eyl Uiyl em asnedaq
— ||eisul pue ainseaw 'NoK 1oy |8 1l op S\
'sBulleA0D MopuIM Wo3Isnd Jo Jepiroid | #
s,edlawy YuoN Aq peyoeq os|e ai,am puy

‘spadxe pooyioqybiau ‘|edo| Jnok al,apn

jowoy je uoljeljjnsuod aal} InoA 10} MOuU ||eD

92102 | # S,edlaWy YUON Yim snosbliob 1o

4Apoq ayp
9z1839u9 383 spunodwod pue ‘SUNUEIA ‘S[eIUI
yaim paxped st [eaweo ureid-osjoym jo [moq

W 99100 ISEJS[B2Iq E ST AEJA] ‘[EAUWIR()
“UOIBWILUE[JUT 201PaT PUE UONOUNy
ure1q aa01dun Aew ‘osTy Aep a3 anoySnoays 43
-19U9 paure3sns onpoad
ued JeY3 SUNUENA g pue

uraz03d yam paspeg yomuny) »f
“(4sy) vowreg a112149v9) 1A
AduUBINPU
pue duewiojiad 10§

JULIp qIED B UBY3 1919
A330us pourelsns 10§
speus spmb 159q g T,
A[qeqoa ‘seueueg
*SSEUI I
~STIW UTEIUTEW pue plimgq
sd[op] 48300 03 pooy
SunI9AU0 UI eI ‘g UNUENA UT YTy *s337
*suoneIoua3 10§
$191p uedmowy Ul 9[de1s y *so0rerod 100mg

JAT'T 4N1OA HAVS NVO LSILNHJ 41O0A

jumop noA 391 3uom 4Aes 1y noA saotoyp onn
put patn a1 219 A[[eanyeu A310us 3500q I
SPOO0J UOWLIO, ISATYI[EAY I UT PaIsaIIUT I0W
1€ ST JO ISOU TIAIMOL] “WII JIPISUOD ISLI[J
*poog axe [y “eoumb pue ‘eypIEw ‘S[IUIY ‘SPaAs
BIYD 93I] 9] ,D1I0X9, SIPNIUI ST ] *SPOOJ 3U219J
Jip Auew jo sigouaq AZ19us a1 Jo 9Zpaymouy
o puedxa 03 Sumunuod st Yoressas Surod-uQy
*4839u3 J[e940 Aowoid ued vondUNY [eLIpPUOYD
-orw rewndo azoddns Jeys spooy Suner ‘uni sap
-poq 1mo ur Suryadiead axew pue 4819us 2onpoid
Je1p s[E0 asnoyramod ok 959y | *Suruonouny aze
BLIPUOYDOIIW N0 [[om Moy uo spuadap 1] 43
~19Ud S123JE POOJ MOY A[19EX3 JIPISUO ISIL]
$UO s1eIM ABp 93 SE 2DULI
-adxa am Zurjeay ysi33nys sey pue anduey reauow
awoo1a40 dpy spooy uresad ued Aeoyoadg
¢391p ano SurdjTpowr woy pey 2q 03 sIJoUq
4830u0 2193 938 — st A[qeuoseas JySru
3U0 ‘0G *9J1] urdpOw Jo sanssaid a sadeosa
auo ou — sarrurej Surstes 03 Sutal & Sunyew

W1 — 90BJ 9M SPUEIP A[Tep 9Y3 YIIAN

Adjay 0} spoo4 ; AB1aua alowu Juej

Alunwwod



community

Foster moms describe delights and difficulties of fostering

As Mother’s Day approaches, some moms
will be celebrating with children who may
only be theirs for a short while. The Electric
City News talked to three local moms who
share their experiences and encourage anyone
who is able to become a foster parent.

HEATHER HARBERT

“The benefit of being a foster mom is truly
indescribable. You get a front-row ticket to a
child’s life, Whether the
child goes to reunite
with their birth family
or if perhaps the plan
is to go into TPR (ter-
mination of parental
rights)/Adoptions, as
a foster mom, you are
there advocating for
these children. Fostering
is a Godly act.

Children benefit from foster care by having
a stable environment during a time in their
lives that, without foster care, they would not

Kim von Keller

have a stable environment to live in. They are
exposed to families that invite them in with
open arms.

Why should people consider fostering?
That’s easy! For the blessing you receive. You
are supported by DSS and have a ton of
resources to support your fostering journey.
You are not alone in the journey. There are
foster groups that are there for every step
of the way. Fostering a child opens doors to
community involvement as well. If you think
you couldn’t “Foster” for whatever reason, just
know that you are what these children need.
A loving home, a stable environment, someone
that they can call family. Never say never! I
have been fostering our foster child since he
was three months old. He is now two. And
let me tell you, we needed him more than he
needed us.”

CAMMY CLARY

“I have been a foster parent for seven
years. My husband, Greg, and I have fostered
upwards of 40 children. We do long term care,
short term care, respite care, and emergency
care. I can't speak for why other parents foster,
but I was not in the foster care system when
I should have been. There was no one to help
me, so I promised myself that if I was ever sta-
ble enough, I would do it. My husband and I
have two daughters, and I feel like I have been
able to break that cycle.

I think for the parents that stick with fos-
tering, it is a calling because there is nothing
easy about it. The children who come through
foster care are very traumatized. Even if they
have been abused or neglected, being moved
is traumatizing. With the little ones, you can
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see them overcome their trauma, their fear.
You can see they are not scared anymore. You
can see them live as normal a life as they can.
When they go into their forever homes, they
have the greatest lives. They have so much
more than they could ever have had with par-
ents who put themselves first. Knowing that
you provided nothing special - bed, clothes,
outings — they thrive and blossom under it.
They just want to feel safe and secure and
loved. Teenagers can be their own worst ene-
mies, and when you know that all you can do
is pray, when you can't fix it, that is the hard-
est thing. As teenagers, they want to make
their own decisions because everyone has

media
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made their decisions for them.

People say, T could never foster because I
would get too attached! You're supposed to be
attached. My heart will take a beating so that
child’s heart won't have to. I always say my
heart is like a patchwork quilt”

KELLY VALETTI

“I love being a mom in general, so being a
foster mom means I benefit by getting to do
all the kid things over. Frequently with foster
kids, they are doing things that my family
does routinely but for the first time. It is crazy
to look at all the kids at the zoo who come all
the time and my foster child who's never been
to a zoo before and every tiny thing is new.
Mostly the foster kids and I enjoy the sim-
ple things, like reading books together, cozy
before bedtime. One five-year-old foster start-
ed crying the first time we were reading and
snuggling because no one had ever loved on
her that way before. I asked what was wrong,
and she said she wanted to stay in that spot
forever, safe and being attended to. My foster
kids love listening to songs in the car because
they have never heard all the classic kid songs.
I think of them whenever I hear those songs
again. One nine-year-old had never heard
“Teddy Bear Picnic. I didn't think she would
like it because she was very mature for her
age, but she loved it and always asked to lis-
ten to it. Another loved ‘Baby Bumblebee;’
another, Herman the Worm. Most liked a lot
of ‘Frozen’ songs. My foster kids have been
so excited to have me show up at Muffins for
Mom, to take them to birthday parties, to put
bows in their hair. They appreciate the sim-
plest of things.

While it is nice to be appreciated and look

We're
On

at things from a foster child’s perspective, it
is also baffling how much damage children
have endured and how much it affects their
development. Discipline, learning, emotions
are all frequently more difficult with foster
kids. While the simplest things can cause joy,
the simplest injuries or frustrations or disap-
pointments can unleash a lifetime of hurt and
sadness. They rarely have learned structure,
boundaries, or healthy discipline. They fre-
quently need way more time and attention.
While they love having someone to pay
attention to their needs, they are frequently
demanding. They have a lot of time require-
ments with therapy and family visits.

All our foster kids have gone back to their
families, and it is very hard to love someone
so much and then have no idea how they are
doing. I like to think every time my foster
daughter hears the “Teddy Bear Picnic’ song
that she thinks of me, and someday when she
is a mom, she might remember the things she
learned from being a part of our family and
play the “Teddy Bear Picnic’ song to her child”

To learn more about becoming a foster
parent, visit dss.sc.gov/child-well-being/fos-
ter-care/prospective-foster-parent/

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given EL
ARREIERO AT THE SHORES,

LLC intends to apply to the South
Carolina Department of Revenue for
a license/permit that will allow the
sale and ON premises consumption
of beer, wine and liquor at 1600
ASBURY PARK ROAD, ANDERSON
SC.

To object to the issuance of this
permit/license, written protest must
be post marked no later than April
27th, 2023. For a protest to be
valid, it must be in writing and should
include the following information:

(1) the name, address and telephone
number of the person filing the
protest; (2) the specific reasons why
the application should be denied;

(3) that the person protesting if
willing to attend a hearing (if one is
requested by the applicant); (4) that
the person protesting resides in the
same county where the proposed
place of business is located or within
five miles of the business; and,

(5) the name of the applicant and
the address of the premises to be
licensed. Protest must be mailed

to: South Carolina Department of
Revenue Notice of Application, ABL
Section, P.O. Box 125, Columbia,
South Carolina 29214-0907; or
faxed to (803) 896-0110.




13 YEARS STRONG!

PETERS

GRILL & BAR

202 S Main St, Anderson, SC 29624
864-224-0040
www.jpetersgrill.com

Mon-Sat: 11Tam-9:30pm | Sun: Closed
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FINDING LINLEY |

BY AUBREY NEWBY

As early as 1949, in the design plans for
a residence for Dr. L.D. Huff, John Linley
appears to have taken on a design part-
ner—David P. Watkins. Like Linley, Watkins
was a native of
Anderson, had
attended Clemson
College, where he
had been a student
of Linley’s, and
had completed his
architectural degree
before returning to
Anderson. Among
Linley’s early draw-
ings is a plan for a
small one-bedroom
home recorded
as “Residence for
Mr. and Mrs. D.P.
Watkins.” While
there is no date on
the plan, it likely
dates to before
1947. Watkins
appears to have
started as a drafts-
man working
with Linley and
the Home Realty Company. There is even
some evidence the Watkins was himself the
architect for some of the work for the Home
Realty Company.

Linley first records himself as the senior
partner in Linley and Watkins Architects in

From their offices in the
Anderson Building in
downtown Anderson, Linley
and Watkins designed
the county jail, doctor’s
offices, a downtown record
store, a school auditorium,
buildings for Tri-County
Technical College and
some of the most modern
home designs that
Anderson, South Carolina
had seen at that time.

1951. Starting his own firm had long been a
consideration of Linley’s.

In an undated five-page document in the
Linley manuscript collection in the University
Archives, is a list of the advantages and dis-
advantages to var-
ious employment
options, which
included work
for Army Corps
of Engineers that
Linley notes as
“already decid-
ed. It was “trick
knee” that had
kept Linley from
enlisting during
World War IT and
later kept him
from employment
with the Corps
of Engineers. The
other options
included practicing
alone, forming a
partnership, or
working within a
larger firm. Linley
expounds on the
range of his con-
cerns, including: the workload, personal time
off, opportunities to work for a broader range
of clients, sharing design ideas and creativity,
and how to propetly set up a partnership or as
a small architectural office or a larger firm.

From 1951 until 1963, Linley and Watkins

were one of the premier architectural firms
of Anderson, South Carolina. Other noted
architectural firms in Anderson at the time
were Fant and Fant and Leadbetter and Earle.
Harlan McClure, architect, and later Dean of
Clemson College of Architecture, who knew
Linley during this time said that he had been
impressed with Linley’s “fortitude and deter-
mination to practice architecture in an objec-
tive and contemporary manner when that was
not easy in Anderson, South Carolina.
During this period, Linley was no longer
working under the constraints of his father’s
realty business. From their offices in the
Anderson Building in downtown Anderson,
Linley and Watkins designed the county jail,
doctot’s offices, a downtown record store, a

school auditorium, buildings for Tri-County
Technical College and some of the most
modern home designs that Anderson, South
Carolina had seen at that time.

In conversations with Anderson residents
and the families of both men, it appears that
Linley was the design portion of the firm
and Watkins more of the engineering side.
Watkins son, David Watkins, Jr. recalls that
while his father was largely the draftsman, his
other role was in “holding back Mr. Linley’s
ideas for the more conservative population
of Anderson.” Even with the conservative
restraints of Anderson, it would be the most
architecturally productive time in Linley’s
career and an exciting time for architecture in
Anderson, South Carolina.

ELECTRIC CITY EVENTS

ANDERSON SPORTS &
ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

GREATER ANDERSON FAIR

May 4th through May 14th

Anderson Sports & Entertainment
Center

3027 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd

Saturday, May 20th Carolina Su-
perstars Recital Event in Arena 10:00
a.m.—8:00 p.m.

Contact: Hazel Cartee 864-844-
1249 hazel@carolinasuperstars.com

Sunday, May 21st Brax’s Paws for
a Cause Car Show Parking Lot 12:30
p-m.—5:00 p.m. Contact: Teryi
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Louch 864-934-5960 teryij3838@
aol.com

Tuesday, May 23rd Chamber of
Commerce Luncheon Ballrooms
10:00 a.m. —2:00 p.m. Contact: Sam
Christopher 864-226-3454

Thursday May 11th - A Spring
Recital with the Anderson Childrens
Choir

St Johns United Methodist Church
Sanctuary

515 S McDuffie Street

The concert will be under the direc-
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tion of Ms. Lauren Owens. Tickets will
be sold at the door and are priced at
$10 for adults. Children under 12 will
be admitted free of charge.

THE KITCHEN EMPORIUM & GIFTS

MAY 12th - Talbert Black & Mat-
ty’s Pattys

May 9th - Dana Beigay & Matty’s
Pattys

May 26th - Timothy Lee & RAD
Dad’s BBQ

WINE TASTINGS:

May 16th - Stress Relief Wine
Tasting

6:30 PM - $25 - Randi with South-

ern Glazers will guide the tasting.
Reservations required.
May 19th - Italy on a Plate
Author Susan Gravely and owner
of Vietri will be available for a book
signing reception
From 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.

The Piedmont Chapter of the Mil-
itary Officer’s Association luncheon
meeting will be held May 18th at
1130 at Occasions at Wedgefield,
155118 Mile Rd in Central, SC. The
speaker will be D. Andrew Dill, Direc-
tor of Government Relations at Lock-
heed Martin. He will be talking about
the F-16 project at the Donaldson

Center in Greenville. He represents
Lockheed Martin to federal, state, and
local officials across the Southeast.

Any current or former commis-
sioned officers of all uniformed
services are invited and eligible to join
MOAA. If you would like to attend or
get more information, please contact
LtCol Howard Stammerjohn at (864)
964-1631

Movie Night @ Carolina Wren
Park
Puss in Boots - Friday May 12th @
8:30 PM
The Rookie - Friday June 23rd at
8:55 PM
111 E Whitner Street, Anderson
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‘Seven Days in June’ by Tia Williams

If you've been following along with my
reviews, you'll remember a year or two ago (I
think?) I did a deep dive on the romance genre,
an area of books I didn't know much about. I
found a new appreciation and love for the genre,
so much so that I con-
vinced some coworkers
to start a new book club
for the library that'll be
all romance books. I get
that might seem an odd
choice, or maybe a ques-
tion of what we'll even
discuss, but considering
that, at least 40% of all the
library’s circulation is, in
fact, romance titles... I think we'll be good.

There's a myriad of reasons for why I'm
super excited about this endeavor; so I'll do
my best to highlight them, slash, tell you about
my “research” for book picks in a concise (ish)
manner. One, were doing a partnership with
The Bradbury Bistro, which means tasty treats
and drinks while we are meeting there. Two, it's

Sara Leady
—

FROM THE SHELF

on a Thursday, which led to our name “Thirsty
Thursday Romance Book Club,” because I think
I'm hilarious since “thirsty” is a way the youths
like to say “ready for love,” so it’s also a pun.
Third, I'm having a blast researching diverse
types of romances, discussing them with my
co-leaders, and then trying to narrow down picks
because there are too many to pick from.

The club meets the second Thursday of the
month at The Bradbury Bistro. June 8th, we'll
discuss Seven Days in June by Tia Wllliams, Y'all.
This book. I had heard nothing but good things
about it, and given the title, I knew itd make for
a petfect June pick. I'll forewarn that the opening
scene is higher on the spicy level, but the rest of
the novel tones down in that regard. That warning
said, I spit out my coffee because I was laughing so
hard at the opening scene, so there’s that too.

Seven Days in June focuses on seven days
in June when powerhouse authors Eva Mercy
and Shane Hall meet again, twenty years after a
whirlwind romance and heart wrenching break-
up when they were seventeen. Both authors and
their books have been continuously influenced

RE-SCRIPT YOUR DREAMS
AND NIGHTMARES

MARY-
CATHERINE
McCLAIN
RINER

It is extremely normal to have dreams of
your teeth falling out, being late for work, or
failing a test. These dreams are typically not
nightmares, although can be re-occurring,
Often themes relate to unpreparedness, feeling
inadequate, being in danger, social embarrass-
ment, and loss of control. Similarly, dreams may
reflect a general fear of failure or being judged
by others, or represent a loss in life. Likewise,
recurring dreams may stem from biological
sources (e.g., sleep apnea and drowning, suffo-
cating, gasping for air). When these recurring
dreams occur, ask yourself what the message
may symbolize, consider the relationships
between things/people, and if there are fears or
belief systems among the images in the dream.

To help alleviate the distress of nightmares,
focus on the facts. First, dreams are images and

stories created by your subconscious. Second, try
to better understand the dream content by writ-
ing it down in a journal or speaking it aloud. As
images are transformed into a new or different
language the meaning may actually reveal itself.
Third, look for patterns—does it relate to an
unresolved issue from the past or a fear in the
future. Is there an unresolved issue that needs to
be addressed during wake time? Fourth, prac-
tice dream rehearsal. Re-write your dream and
change the narrative so it ends positively. Prior to
bed, review and visualize the positive outcome.
Remember, you are the creator and director
of your dream which allows you to re-construct
a different image and rescript the nightmare or
image that is playing in your mind. Approach the
feared content and change it. This allows you to
change the scary or threatening image to some-
thing silly, funny, and non-threatening. Practice
changing these images while you are awake —
leading to empowerment and enhanced control.

Mary-Catherine McClain Riner, Ph.D., Ed.S,
M.S., is a Licensed Psychologist with Riner
Counseling, LLC. Visit www.rinercounseling‘com
or call 864-608-0446.

by that short torrid romance and its following
twenty years.

Eva is famous for an erotica vampire series,
while Shane is bordering on the opposite
being known as a reclusive author who writes
thought-provoking literary character studies. It
gives some Emily Henry's Beach Read vibes given
the remeeting of two authors many years later;
but theres a bit of a deeper dive into the reality of
the mess that is love. Through added flashbacks
to when Eva and Shane first met twenty years
earlier, Williams really fleshes out the characters
alongside the seven days in the present, showing
all the reasons why they are the way they are.

Williams dives into all the messy aspects of
relationships and life and how all their facets
affect every detail of our lives. I know I've said
it before, but this is another romance novel that
affirms the depth of the genre we like to ignore.
Not only does Williams tell an incredible love
story, she uses it as a vessel to discuss chronic

pain, disability,
racism in the
world of pub-
lishing, sexism,
and the added
bonus of how
little respect
the world tends to give the romance genre, its
writers, and its readers. Which brings us back

to the point of this new book club, a celebration
of the diverse and incredible stories being told

in a genre we all tend to view as trivial or less
than. So, if that sounds like a fun time for you,
then please join us the second Thursday of each
month at The Bradbury Bistro to celebrate the
unsung greatness that is the romance genre.
Namely come June 8th, because obviously you're
all going to go out and grab Seven Days in June

by Tia Williams and come discuss its magic with

us while you have a handcrafted beverage from

The Bradbury Bistro.

For all your plumbing, electrical and
heating and air conditioning needs.

864-716-0560 www.glennmep.com
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NIBBLE & SIP

A Mother’s Day
breakfast so easy that
a child can make it

Every year at the beginning of May, you'll
see those sitcoms or supermarket commer-
cials featuring kids making breakfast on
Mother’s Day. Two hours after they start,
every pot in the kitchen is dirty, the toast is
burnt, and the coffee is cold... AND YET
Mom soldiers on,
smiling through every
crunch Nibble and
tepid Sip.

Mom deserves
better, so whether
she’s helping make
the breakfast or being
treated to one, it’s best
to choose something
that even small kids
will enjoy and can make with guidance.
Certifiedsc.com reminds us that strawberries
are in season, so while Mom reads the paper
or scrolls through TikTok, help the little
ones whip up a quick Strawberry Smoothie
made with thick, delicious Greek-style
yogurt. Blueberries are in season in South
Carolina, too, so that smoothie will tide
mom over until the Easy Blueberry Muffins
are ready.

Kim von Keller

Strawberry Smoothie
1 cup milk or milk substitute
1 (5.3-ounce) FAGE Total Blended

Strawberry

3/4 cup strawberries, hulled
1 tablespoon agave or maple syrup
1 cup ice, optional

For each smoothie, combine milk, Greek
yogurt, fruit, syrup, and ice and blend until
smooth.

Serve immediately.

Blueberry Muffins

2 cups Original Bisquick mix

2/3 cup milk

1/3 cup sugar

2 tablespoons vegetable oil

1 egg, beaten

3/4 cup fresh or frozen (thawed and

drained) blueberries

Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Place a
paper baking cup in each of 12 regular-size
muffin cups. Combine Bisquick, milk, sugar,
vegetable oil, and egg in 2 medium mixing
bowl. Using an electric mixer or wire whisk,
mix until the batter just comes together. Using
a spoon or a spatula, stir in blueberries. Divide
the batter evenly among the muffin cups.

Bake for 13-18 minutes or until golden
brown and a toothpick inserted into the
middle of a muffin comes out with no muf-
fin batter. (A bit of wet blueberry is okay.)
Transfer the muffin tin to a rack and cool for
5 minutes before serving. Makes 12.
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Rose-bibbed and beautiful

Spring is such a great time to experience
birds. My daughter just watched a pair of
house finches raise a brood in her front door
wreath. Carolina wrens are doing everything
they can to get in our garage to nest in old
pants pockets, shelves,
or anywhere they
can find. Last week I
watched a male cardi-
nal beak-to-beak feed
a female a sunflower
seed — a sure sign of
coming nesting, Birds
are on the move, busily
preparing to produce
the next generation.
But in my opinion the best exclamation
mark on the bird beauties of spring is the
passing through of the rose-breasted gros-
beaks.

These birds are stunning black and
white with triangular rose-colored bibs on
the chests of the males. They are totally
migratory, meaning that the entire species
makes the long trip to their spring nesting
grounds in the northern U.S. states and
southern Canada. In the autumn they make
the return trip to the Caribbean islands
and South America. At times they fly in
loose flocks of fifty birds or so; other times
they are more solitary. Though they do take
land routes, research has shown that some
groups of rose-breasted grosbeaks have
flown over the entire Gulf of Mexico in a

single night.

Ann K. Bailes

This spring they have passed through
the Carolinas in abundance. My Facebook
birding groups are studded with pictures
and reports of rose-breasts, from Cayce
to Camden to Chatlotte, from Easley to
Spartanburg, Greenville to Gaffney. . .and
points all around Anderson. They seem to
be traveling through in waves, and they just
keep coming.

We get these gorgeous grosbeaks only
for a three-week span in late April and early
May, and by the time this issue comes out,
the show may be over. But it has been partic-
ularly beautiful and widespread this year. On
the last three days in April, we saw at least
half a dozen of the stunning male birds daily,
even though we were gone during much
of each day. And we've also seen a number
of the less flamboyant but still beautiful
females.

I can’t adequately describe the sight it is
to look out a window at feeders that usually
are filled with house finches, chickadees, and
titmice — all nice birds in their own right,
but common — and see one of these striking
rose-bibbed beauties, filling up on our sun-
flower seed to fuel itself for its continuing
flight north.

By now, only a few stragglers may be
left, but these pictures are in my memory
for another year. Congrats to all the locals
who had the privilege of seeing one of this
year’s migrating rose-breasted grosbeaks.

A glimpse of one is a gift with a beautiful
splash of color!



MOTHER'S DAY GIFT GUIDE

¢y '-‘.a-.
;s i T
T S P X -‘I H_,:.-'r
WLLE. W.E.BLACK
ka-"‘ et © lum ©
. ______________________________________________________________|
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.
" ﬁ°§2&°§'&'§2¥°§.ﬁ$’§§so,q THE KITCHEN EMPORIUM & GIFTS LLC ANDERSON COUNTY FARMERS MARKET W E BLACK TERMITE & PEST CONTROL
(864) 332 1‘560 418 N MAIN STREET, ANDERSON 402 N MURRAY AVENUE, ANDERSON 2840 S MAIN STREET, ANDERSON
) (864) 225-2021 (864) 231-7275 (864) 375-1899
Mon 11:00 - 4:00 . _ — .
Treat mom to a beautiful Hibiscus Vase by Vietri! Treat mom to the Spring
Tue - Thu 10:30 - 5:30 Market at the Farmers Market!
Fri - Sat 10:30 - 7:00 ’
P 60-
CAX (+ Vours ™
PERX CAR WASH
611 N MCDUFFIE STREET, ANDERSON
CATE'S DIAMONDS - N - GOLD DIRECT CITY SEED AT THE STATION (884) 226-7122
211 S MAIN STREET, ANDERSON 3124 N MAIN STREET, ANDERSON 520 N MURRAY AVENUE, ANDERSON
Facebook & Instagram: @shopatcates (864) 225-3320 (864) 225-7511
caleigh@shopatcates.com Put a little sparkle in her eyes. We have more than just plants.

If this shoe fits!

PHIL JEWELERS CITY OF ANDERSON . CHARLES FURNITURE STORE

116 N MAIN STREET, ANDERSON Shop and dine in downtown 2836 S MAIN STREET, ANDERSON
(864) 226-7635 Anderson for Mother’s Day. THE BEE HIVE (864) 225-7260

510 NORTH MAIN STREET, ANDERSON

Ronaldo bracelets - the perfect git for
(864) 540-8405

all the important mothers in your life.

Moms always love new furniture!
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SUSAN

TEMPLE
master
gardener

For the most part, years ago, a plant with
white blooms would be passed over for my gar-
den. White azaleas are pretty in bloom but they
don't seem to last long, then one has to look at
the brown, faded, yucky blooms. Pretty much
the same for camellias. White ones are beautiful
but the slightest unusual cold snap then they're
brown. A dear friend has a strong preference
for white, so much so, that I only know of one
plant in her yard with blooms that are not
white. Yes, I talked her into planting Amsonia
for its beautiful fall color. Maybe its sky blue
flowers can be tolerated for a few weeks in
exchange for brilliant golden colors later.

‘When Mama and I were plant shopping last
week, both new additions for the garden have
white blooms. At our first stop, a climbing rose
caught my eye. There were no blooms but the

THE GARDEN SHOP

SEEING THE LIGHT ON WHITE

foliage was practically perfect. Upon looking
up the flowers for Cloud 10, pure white, very
full blooms like classic English roses, came up
in the first picture. All information said it is
a great rose for the south, has exceptionally
clean foliage, resistant to black spot, practically
resistant to rust and mildew, and is a vigorous
climber, growing to eight feet tall and five feet
wide. The only downside is it might not be a
wonderfully fragrant rose. One site described
it as an exotic musk scent. If all other descrip-
tions are true, I can live with it not being a great
smelling rose. Bloom time is primarily in spring
but it is supposed to re-bloom throughout the
year.

On our next stop, at the front of the garden
center was a large display of clematis. Mama
is a clematis connoisseur and has dozens. I
thought “Uh oh, shes gonna be in trouble”. But
not one caught her eye. She said none were very
different than what she already has. However,
Henryi caught mine, with its large white flow-
ers. There I go again with white. Of course
my friend came to mind. When the house was
painted in fall of 2021, confederate jasmine on

a trellis was killed. The trellis actually is an old

casement window that I picked up off the side
of the road. I did not want to put jasmine back
because even though the window was mounted
low enough (I thought) so I would not have
to get on a ladder, that plan turned out wrong.
I collected little stained glass things here and
there to put in the “window panes” and thought
it's good enough. But then a light bulb turned
on and it occurred to me Cloud 10 and Henryi
could go on the trellis. There should be enough
sun for both. Since Cloud 10 is supposed to be
so disease resistant, maybe there is enough air
circulation for it too. The trellis is mounted far
enough from the house that I can get behind it.
Pruning clematis can be very tricky. Prune
at the wrong time and there goes next year’s
blooms. Mixing Henryi with Cloud 10, I won't
have to worry about pruning the clematis or
live with brown stems all winter. Experts put
clematis in groups and Henryi is in group 2,
meaning don't prune much at all. Group 1 flow-
ers on old wood (previous year’s growth) and
should only be pruned, very little, after flow-
ering, Group 3 flowers on new wood and can
be cut to the ground in fall. When catching up

with my friend, I told her about my new white

Henryi clematis bloom

flowers and suggested she is rubbing off on me.
Looking out the window while we were talking,
mock orange (Philadelphus pubescens), near the
trellis, is blooming with white flowers. White
peonies are scattered throughout the front
garden. Mother Nature plants white daisies
each year. I have no idea where they came from
or where theyll show up. Strawberry begonias
(Saxifraga stolonifera) are blooming with their
dainty little white flowers. As my friend said
“Maybe I'm seeing the light on white” and
there is more white in the garden already than
I realized.

THESTUMP

We have a small embankment that runs the
length of one side of our house. My wife decid-
ed shed like to add a flower bed in the only
sunny spot on this bank. A few years ago I cut
down a Bradford pear
tree in that very place and
hoped the stump would
rot away; it didn't. Now
I know that I can drill
holes and add a chemical
that when set ablaze will
eventually destroy the
stump, but I'm as stub-
born as my short wooden
enemy and prefer a more
physical attack. I lug out the four tools that
should get the job done in short order. Each
of these tools are expertly designed by Satan
himself to break the spirit and back of any
man fool-hardy enough to use them. I start
by poking around the perimeter of the stump
with the least evil tool, the shovel. On the first
poke, I hit a root, same with the second, and
so on until I surmised that the shovel would
be of no use. I grab the next demon-possessed

Neal Parnell
|
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tool, the post-hole digger, and attempt to dig
between the roots I'd found. I raise the handles

of the double-spaded implement over my head
and drive it downward into the soil. The vibra-
tion of a hidden root shook two buttons off
my shirt and stunned me like a tased escapee. I
swear I heard ol' Stumpy giggle as I tossed that
second tool aside. Stumpy stopped giggling

MAY 11-24, 2023

as I bent to wake the twenty-pound mattock
from its nap. This tool has been around almost
as long as the devil and can pick and cut
through practically anything, If you're looking
for hard labor just swing a mattock, once. I spit
in both hands, bowed back, and struck one of
Stumpy’s appendages. Stumpy didn't blink as

a tiny chip of bark flew over my head. I was
dealing with some sort of petrified iron-wood
and the giggling got louder as I chucked the
mattock to the ground. I took the protective
leather cover from the axe and a glint of sun-

light gleamed off the razor-sharp edge.

Stumpy swallowed hard and tensed as
I grabbed two handfuls of curved hickory
and swung with all my might. Sparks flew
and my hands went numb as I struck what I
now perceived as an alien being from planet
Krypton, and I had no Kryptonite. I looked at
those four tools that just a bit ago had hung
undefeated in the shed of honor, but now hung
their heads in shame. I propped them in the
corner of the shed as punishment and left their
appointed spots empty for them to see. I was
determined to slay my foe without the use of
gasoline or electricity. I did search Amazon for
some DYNAMITE but all they offered was
a romance novel by the same name. I opened
the shed early next morning and looked for a
weapon of mass destruction. I couldn’t believe
I considered using it, but there in a bucket by
the doot, was my wife’s pink-handled Dollar
Tree potting trowel. Stumpy bawled with
laughter as I scooped teaspoons of dirt from
under his largest leg. The laughter turned to
moans as my bow-saw amputated Stumpy’s
extremity. I was laughing as I placed a bottle
jack under Stumpy’s fresh cut. A couple of
pumps and I heard the crack of impending
victory. Just a few more pumps and cracks
and Stumpy was free from earthly bonds. The
pink-handled trowel now hangs majestically in
a place of honor above all others.
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Anyone can be a (second) mom

“Ms. vK, you're like my second
mom.”

“Hi, Second Mom.”

“This is Mrs. von Keller, my sec-
ond mom.”

If you have teenagers, you are
likely to hear some version of
things like this from their friends
who spend time at your house. I
heard that a lot from Elizabeth’s
friends when they would come
over to swim, do homework, or
complete a group project that
involved lots of crafting supplies.
(True story: I still find red glitter
in my family room from a series
of trigonometry posters they
made during the first Obama
Administration.)

It is not like I was some kind
of super woman. If I had really

been like a second mom, I would
have told them to stop slouching,
prepare for
the SAT,
and make
good choices.
Instead, I
baked cook-
ies, listened to
their stories,
and asked
them ques-
tions.

In other words, I made them feel
connected.

Kim von Keller

It is what moms do. It is also
something that anyone can do, and
it cuts to the core of what so many
of us crave, whether we are 13 or
93. I've been thinking about that
a lot after reading “Our Epidemic

of Loneliness and Isolation: The
U.S. Surgeon General's Advisory
on the Healing Effects of Social

Connection and Community.”

If T am being honest, I am more
likely to read recipes for desserts
and stories about why Harry
isn't taking Meghan to his dad’s
coronation than anything on the
website of the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services. [
always thought that the Surgeon
General’s job was to hound us
about decreasing our intake of
yummy things like bacon and
movie-theater popcorn and
increasing our intake of healthy
things like fiber and — well, fiber.
It seems that loneliness, though,
can be as dangerous as cholesterol.
According to the advisory, loneli-

ness “.. is associated with increased
risk for anxiety, depression, and
dementia.”

Why are we lonelier than ever?
Pandemic conditions certainly did
not help. Work became remote.
School became remote. Even though
restrictions have been lifted, we
work longer hours, cutting into
time to socialize. The water cooler
that our parents gathered around
has been replaced by the Dasani we
keep at our desks. And when we do
reach out to another person, we are
far more likely to do it via text than
in person.

I understand social isolation.
When I had my Unfortunate
Accident last year, I wheelchaired
myself back to work as soon as
I could. I wasn't gunning for

Employee of the Year; rather, I
couldn't stand the idea of being
home alone. For me, the office was
like therapy as I had people to talk
to, especially Wayne, our IT guy.
Each day, he would video my efforts
to increase my distance across the
parking lot by increasing my speed
down the curb cut. He also shared
excellent baked goods, and I didn't
want to miss Buttermilk Biscuit
Day. Even at my age, I needed a
second mom. Even though he has
no kids, he was able to be a second
mom.

So be on the lookout for
someone who needs some moth-
ering. Ask questions. Listen to the
answers, Share some cookies. But
only First Moms get to comment on
the slouching.

| love

ANDERSON.G

everything
about Groucho's.

Anderson, S.C.

OUCHOS.COM

- Philly S.,

THE BREW

JOIN US!

EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM
FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE

' ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES

102 N. MURRAY AVE.
ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

For more information visit
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or
email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

A

ANDERSON]

&
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FREE MOVIE NIGHT

AT
CAROLINA

WREN
PARK!

Puss in Boots

Friday, M 12 8:30
Pu SSr«I?I})OOTS MEREL R P @ te o

The Rookie
UNHAEEGSRREEEE MU AGAIN Friday, June 23 @ 8:55pm

Addams Family 2
Friday, July 14 @ 8:50pm

ﬁfpmﬁw%z ﬁ‘\

OCTOBER 1

Minions : The Rise of Gru
Friday, August 11 @ 8:30pm
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CHET

I found my way through the hospital corri-
dors. I was running a little late, so I was jogging
through the medical center.

The young man was waiting for me in his
hospital bed. He was wearing a cowboy hat with
a hospital gown.

“Thanks for visiting
me,” he said.

He smiled.

The boy is 13, he has
gone through multiple sur-
geries. The muscles in his
face have been affected by

the surgeries, so his smile is

Sean Dietrich
— uniquely beautiful.

He is a nice-looking
boy. He's been through a lot. You can tell it by his
attitude.

“I appreciate you visiting me.”

“Are you kidding?” I replied."T'm a writer.
Which means if I didn't have a wife, I'd be liv-
ing underneath an overpass. I appreciate you
WANTING to meet a writer like me.”

“I like your writing.”

“I'm sorry to hear that”

“I am a writer too.”

“Yes. That's what your father told me. What
do you like to write?”

“I write stories about cowboys.”

Verily I say unto thee, this is a boy after my
own heart. I fear that in our era of high-tech
movie graphics, Chat GPT, and AI we are going
to lose a love of pure Westerns. But this child
gives me hope.

He is even a John Wayne fan. My holster
runneth over.

“Can I read one of my stories to you?” he says.

“I'd be honored.”

“Maybe you can tell me what you think about
it; as one writer to another.’

The boy clears his throat. He removes a sheet
of paper from a folder and assumes a recitation
voice.

I'm paraphrasing here, but he tells a story
about a young cowboy named Chet.

Chet was diagnosed with terminal cancer.
Chet, the young hero, was told he would never
recover. Oh, how his parents cried. And, oh, how
the boy nearly lost hope.

“It was very hard on the young Chet, said the
kid.“He didn't want to give up.’

The boy looked up from his paper.“Chet was
very sad, because he wanted to be an old man
someday, just like you.”

I smiled and jingled the change in my pockets.

The story went on. Chet was undaunted by
the news of his illness. He knew there were a lot
of people praying for him.

For starters, everyone in Chet’s little country
church. Secondly, everyone’s friends and relatives
in town were praying,

The cowboy was stuck in the hospital. But
all the praying people started sending gifts to
him. Every day, they sent gifts which arrived in
the hospital. Handmade quilts, huge baskets
of food, and all kinds of paraphernalia related
to six-shooters, square-toed boots, and lassos.

He even received a genuine Rodeo King
hat. Silverbelly, beaver pelt, 10X.

As the story goes: Chet’s doctors tried an
experimental procedure. It was a last ditch
effort, but all Westerns are built on such
efforts. The treatment was dangerous. Chet

could have died. He was under the knife for
several hours.

# MARKET THE\TRE ,cccnss

F. -

RATED

“Several, SEVERAL hours,” the kid’s
mother adds.
“Then what happened?” I asked.

The kid smiles a beautifully off-center smile.

He keeps reading,

“It worked,” his little voice squeaks. “Chet
woke up one morning and he was completely
okay and all the doctors couldn't believe he was
okay! Because they all said Chet was supposed
to be dead! But you know what?”

“What?" I asked.

“Chet KNEW that wasn't going to happen!

Because cowboys just know!”

The kid was using a lot of exclamation points.

inky

"AMAZED BY THE LOCAL TALENT
"_THE BEST THEATRICAL EVENT THAT I HAVE WITNESSED IN AGES."

AxD STUNNING, UNIQUE YENUE!™

When his story was finished, we embraced.
His parents asked to let their son remain
anonymous.

Then, his mother whispered into my ear
that her child has been cancer free for three
years now. He is only in the hospital now
for a routine thing. Just a bunch of tests and
checkups.

We released our embrace.

The young man smiled his uniquely
off-center smile at me.“I'm actually the cow-
boy in the story,” he admitted.

I had a feeling you were, Chet.

I just had a feeling.

FRESEMTING FARTHER

\ Ruth Harbin

= Cou nseling

’ centerforlileskills.ong

o CYNI LMIPER’S@ t
THE MUSICAL

APRIL 27 - MAY 5

THU. FRI*, SAT (7-30pn)
SUN (3pH) - MON" (7.30p1)

(HCLUGEE APE. 39 MAY 11 GHLY

Located of the Anderson Arts Center * Dountoun Anderson | 2 19 Federal 3. Anderson, ST 29655

TICKETS: 515
+55 FOR RESERVED SEATING

MARKETTHEATRE.ORG

(5 @THEMARKE TANDERSOM #MYMARKET THEATRE
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T.L.HANNA YELLOW JACKETS

Hanna baseball sti
alive in playoffs,

softball season over

BY BRU NIMMONS

ANDERSON — Neatly a
week into their playoff runs, the
T.L. Hanna baseball and softball
teams have seen some big highs
and sad defeats.

In baseball, the Yellow Jackets
opened the playoffs on May 2
hosting the Dutch Fork Silver
Foxes. A close matchup through-
out, Hanna came out on top in
the extra inning battle as Will
Craddock drove in Walker Klugh
in with a walk-off single in the
bottom of the eighth.

In addition to Craddock, the
Yellow Jackets got a big day from
Brett Boone in the batter’s box.
Boone went 3-4 with two dou-
bles and an RBI in the win. The
Jackets also saw solid performanc-
es on the mound from Jackson
Robinson and Cam Townsend.
Despite giving up 12 hits,
Robinson controlled the damage
with just three runs and eight
strikeouts, while Townsend got
win in 2.1 innings in relief.

Things didn't get any easier for
the Yellow Jackets two days later,
as they hosted Fort Mill. Falling
behind 2-0 early, Hanna managed
their second straight walk-off as
Boone drove in two runs in the
bottom of the seventh to give the
Jackets a 3-2 win.

Alongside Boone’s two RBI’s,
Brooks Bloomer also drove in a
run for Hanna. On the mound,
Seth Manning pitched a gem
giving up six hits and striking out
four batters.

Taking on Dutch Fork again
for the district championship,

Hanna prevailed 6-3 to advance to
the Upper State District champi-
onship.

Home runs from Bloomer and
Craddock were huge for Hanna
in the win, while Broome added
two more RBIs. Reece Oakley got
the win on the mound for Hanna
giving just three hits in 3.2 relief
innings.

Meanwhile in softball, the
Yellow Jackets also opened the
playofts against Dutch Fork.
Hanna was stunned in its playoff
opener taking a 7-1 loss to fall
into the loser’s bracket.

Grayce Shortridge and Emma
Williams managed the only hits
for Hanna in the loss, while
Addison Sharp had a rough out-
ing in the circle giving up seven
runs and walking eight.

‘Two days later, the Yellow
Jackets returned to action with
their season on the line against
Nation Ford. Hanna managed
to survive a late scare against the
Falcons in a 6-5 win.

Allie Grace Pruitt and Jada
Sanders controlled things in the
batter’s box for Hanna each driv-
ing in two runs. Sharpe also had
a nice bounce back effort in the
circle getting the win.

Still in win or go home mode,
Hanna hosted Dutch Fork once
again on May 8. The Yellow
Jackets once again failed to take
down the Silver Foxes ending their
season in a 7-2 loss.

McKenzie Wessel was the only
Jacket batter to add multiple hits
in the loss while Sharpe took the
loss in the circle after walking six.
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WESTSIDE RAMS

Ram softball squad
still has chance at
winning district title

BY BRU NIMMONS
ANDERSON —With the
playoffs in full swing, the Westside

Rams have seen up and down
playoff results from their baseball
and softball teams.

In baseball, the Westside Rams
began their playoff run on May
1 against North Augusta. Falling
behind early, the Rams were never
able to catch up against the Yellow
Jackets falling 9-0.

Jacob Kirkus got the start for
the Rams, but only lasted one
inning as he gave five runs on four
hits in the opening inning. The
Rams didn't look much better in
the batter’s box picking up just
four hits from Camden Crosby,
Mikey Scott, Jaxon Thomas and
Jaylen Telley.

Trying to stay alive, the Rams
traveled to Taylors on May 3 to
take on the Eastside Eagles. After
giving up eight runs in the third,
the Rams battled their way back
into the game only to fall 10-8 to
end their season.

Jaxon Thomas and Elijah
Grant proved to have the big bats
for Westside with Thomas driving
in three runs, while Grant added
a home run. On the mound,
Westside ran through pitchers as
they struggled to get outs with
Tyler Scott, Ace Amidon, Samuel
Parnel, Jackson Holmes and
Mikey Scott all pitching for the
Rams.

Meanwhile in softball, the Rams
are still in the hunt for an upper
state championship appearance.

The region champion Ram
softball teamed kicked off the
playoffs on May 2 against Airport.

The Rams were able to take con-
trol of the game early and didn'
look back in a 9-4 win.

Elissa Rich starred for the
Rams in the victory pitching a
complete game in the circle, while
going 2-4 with two doubles and a
RBI in the batter’s box. Mackinzie
Jefferson also had a strong day for
Westside going 2-2.

Two days later, Westside host-
ed Riverside hoping to stay in the
winner’s bracket in Upper State
District 1. After falling behind
2-0, the Rams battled back and
used a walk-off double from
Samantha Haney to secure a 3-2
win,

Alongside Haney’s big hit,
Westside was able to rely on
Amelia Wilson in the batter’s box
with the first baseman going 1-3
and driving in a run. In the circle,
Rich had another stellar day giving
up just three hits and striking out
seven batters in the complete game
win,

Coming off the win, Westside
hosted North Augusta on May
11 trying to secure home field for
the District Championship. The
Yellow Jacket relied heavily on
their bats to upset Westside and
move them to the loser’s bracket in
a 17-4 win.

Despite a multi hit day from
Cadence Cribb, Rich struggled to
get stops in the circle for the Rams
giving up 14 hits and walking
eight batters.

The Rams will host the York/
Easley on May 11 for a chance
to play North Augusta for the
District Championship on May
13 and May 15.
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Should I buy a home or continue renting?

Many are wondering if it's time to buy a 2.1It’s a great wealth building tool and it 3. If you're trying to decide whether to buy  you explore your options. With rents rising,
home or continue to rent. Though that is a stabilizes the largest line item in your budget, a home or continue renting, find a trusted it may make more sense to pursue homeown-
personal decision, there are a few things to which is housing. real estate professional in your area to help ership.
consider. Rental affordability can be a chal-
lenge and has been for several years. Realtor. o

com shows in their latest '
rental report that rents the
have continued to rise 4 e

K

recently, though at a FOR SOCIAL SESPONERILITY

sLower Izlace ths;r: durciing ° ° O
the pandemic. According | | t I t h |

to that recent report, the I ny O r I a O n presented by:Oo ;
median rent in the US 0 4
was $1,732, up $15 from

i
Tina Brown

ey e orcviont shonth, but Saturday, May 20, 2023 Anderson Pediatric

down by $32 from the

peak but is still 25.7% higher than in 2019. att h e Denﬁgtf‘g

Owning you own home has long been

recognized as the ultimate American dream.

There may be many reasons why people An d erson Area Y M CA

may not want to own a home, but there’s no Bring your ‘tiny tot” for a morning of kid-friendly triathlon activities. Participants will run 600 feet, bike 1200 feet, and
denying that being a homeowner can have a get “wet” in a water feature as they make their way to the finish line where everyone receives a medal. Bring a bicycle,

big impact on your net worth. The Survey of
Consumer Finances states the median house-
hold net worth in the US is $121,700 and the

tricycle or scooter (with helmet), and wear tennis shoes and comfortable athletic clothing that can get wet at the end. A
family member is encouraged to assist their child as they make their way through the course.

difference between the net worth of home- Ages: 3-7
owners versus renters is staggering. In 2019,
homeowners in the US had a median net Event Time: 9:00am — 12:00pm

worth of $255,000, while renters had a net

worth of just $6,300. That is a difference of (Waves start every five minutes and will be assigned first come, first serve at packet pick-up)

40 times between the two researched groups. Pre-registration cost: $20.00 ($25.00 Day-of)
There are many factors that play into this dif- . .

ference. One could say that a house payment Cost includes t-shirt and medal

is a forced savings plan where each month *T-shirt guaranteed if registered by May 12th*

part of the payment goes toward the equity
of the home. Renting is a sunk cost with no

return on the Packet Pick-Up: Friday, May 19th, 3pm — 6pm (front drive-thru of YMCA)

investment. Saturday, May 20th, 8am — 9am (tent near Water Works)
Historically

homes have
appreciated in
value increasing
the overall net
worth; also,
homeown-

To Register: Scan the QR Code above to register on-line, or visit our front desk to register in person.
*** Adaptive Division***

We welcome participants with diverse abilities from our community.

The adaptive division takes place on the same course, but may be modified for our participants
who face physical and intellectual challenges. There is NO AGE LIMIT for the adaptive division.

ers can take
advantage of
tax write-offs
unavailable to
renters.

Dave Dave Ramse
Ramsey was y e@*“ oc To register:
recently asked, “Should I buy a home in %%@@aés:: I—l | I | E | ect r‘\| i /hq th @??
2023?” He responded with 3 things that hap- QXX RO EI dl=] W =k i ™
pen with home ownership that make you want — -ntwu e o
to do it as a long-term play vs. renting your o T e A
whole life. - S WL, P

1. Rents go up every year and more of your @ Bosc H ' ' i

money goes out the door. When you buy a =1 R e [
home and lock down the payment, your rent [ ey | =l

doesn’t go up anymore,

The value of the house goes up.
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PMOA visits
Andersonians

at War exhibit

The Piedmont Military Officer’s in Anderson County is eligible for

Association visited the new inclusion in Veteran's Hall.
Andersonians in War exhibit at the Pictured here is CDR Robert
Anderson County Museum. Fant Jr, USN during his service
On March 16th following their and now with his wife Becky. CDR
meeting and Fant was born
catered lunch in Anderson
Beverly Childs, and served 20
Executive years in the
Director and Navy from
Curator Dustin 1960 til his

retirement in
1980 spending
almost 5 years
asa POW in
Vietnam. They

currently live

Norris spoke
about the muse-
um and then
led a tour of
this outstand-
ing permanent

exhibit called in Clemson

Andersonians Downs.

at War. Moving
Entry into through the

the exhibit through Veteran's Hall exhibits there are many scenes

is a chamber of black marble and depicting Andersonians in wars

skylights featuring the American Flag  throughout history. The Anderson

and the Military Branch Seals of Doughboy that was vandalized sever-

the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air al years ago at the American Legion
Force and Coast Guard. Any veteran ~ was reconstructed to show the extent
or service member who has lived of the damage done.

BMUSEUM

L oy B Sk, il avens - e Cgnay |

Anderson County Museum
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RALBH IH\YES 'I'IIYII'I'A EHTIFIE
WE SELL AL MAKES, :
/ qu Fﬁo n El's Used car values are currently atan | _ |
ALLTH EUIME% ALLTIMEHIGH Yowarle v ETNMORTRRS .

2012 FORD ESCAPE XLT 2019 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 2016 TOYOTA SIENNA XLE

Stk#24125A $7,995  stk#P3841A $20,988  stk#P1131 $23,488
2015 HONDA ACCORD LX 2021 TOYOTA COROLLALE 2021 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA R-LINE
Stki#24070A $16,488  stk#Pas20 $21,488 stk#P3111 $23,988
2016 HONDA CR-V EX-L 2021 TOYOTA COROLLALE 2018 TOYOTA CAMRY XSE V6
Stk#23791A $16,988  stk#PP7262 $21,488  stk#pagss $24.,488
2019 NISSAN SENTRA SV 2018 TOYOTA COROLLA SE 2020 MAZDA CX-5 GRAND TOURING
Stk#24082A $17,488  stk#24020A $21,988  stk#P9402 $24,977
2019 DODGE JOURNEY SE 2017 HONDA CR-V EX-L 2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX PREMIER
Stk#tP7694 $18,977  stk#24127A $21,988  st#23960A $25,988
2016 KIASORENTO LX 2020 CHRYSLER PACIFICATOURING L 2020 HONDA CIVIC SPORT

Stk#24162B $18,988  stk#23896A 22,497  stk#23704C $25,988
2020 KIA FORTE LXS 2020 TOYOTA COROLLA SE 2019 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED
Stk#24121A $19,577  stk#P9666 $22,497  stk#PPP4833 $25,997
2017 JEEP RENEGADE ALTITUDE 2017 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LATITUDE 2021 HONDA CIVIC SPORT

Stk#24074A 19,988  stk#p2395 $22,977  stk#24134A $26,488
2019 NISSAN ROGUE SPORT S 2021 TOYOTA COROLLALE 2018 CADILLAC XT5 LUXURY
Stk#24152A $19,988  stk#24001A $22,988  stk#23366B $27,988
2018 TOYOTA RAV4 XLE 2022 NISSAN SENTRAS 2020 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

Stk#24034B $20,488  stk#24001A $22,988  stk#24022A $28,488
2020 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT 2014 LEXUS IS 250C 2018 AUDI Q5 2.0T PREMIUM QUATTRO

Stk#P8616A $20,988  stk#P0689 $22,988

% W 4008 Clemson Blvd. * 800-868-8066
“ ZM

MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-7PM  MON.- FRI. 7:30AM-6:30PM

Stk#P1049 $28,977

SATURDAY 8:30AM-7PM SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM
I’Ii E'ﬂWN Ell GENTEB RalphHayesToyota.com

Prices plus applicable tax, tag, title, registration and includes $224 closing fee. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Picture for illustration purpose only. Exp. 5/31/23
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2023 spring + sumMmer newness

Full iy &‘Ue} wilh iliis Poelegpsed

[£3] = ‘e 0y el L
2 Kitchen e

<mporium & Gifts
Ciourmer Food, Wine and Har

Apple Dumplin® Antigue Mall
500 N, Main Siroet
Anderson, 8C
o4 642 BTET

Girog & Lynn Teney

418 Narth Main Streat
Anderson, 3C 29621

Phone: 864.225.2021 @ cappledumplinantiques

“’ dappledumplinantiguemall

E appleduvmplinantigquesagmail.com

=) info@uhssc.com
B64-209-8245

©

Upstate HealthCare Services

LON

(]‘—he Brown Team

Home and Senior Care
Medical Supply and Delivery

wwew, s e com

Anderton, Oconee, Pickens, and Waatern Graenville

REALTY

Your Trusted Real Estate Professionals

WESTAR Avuto-Truck Tire
& Alignment
Corner of Bleckley & Murray
PO Box 400
Anderson, SC

864.224.2248
864.224.2254

217 Wast Whitner Street, Anderson, 5C 29424
B&4-2246-1320 - www.pricedrivingsc.com

Tommy Price

Owner - Instructor

Private Driving Lessons - All Ages Welcome
Cartified Instructors

BE A PART
OF OUR
SHOP LOCAL.
DIRECTORY!

CALL OR
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Meals Mode Smpls. We bove pre-meode smoll, mediem, &
large meals. Beady to pop in the oven. In-stare there is o
Fresh redrigerotor and freezer section of cotserales, meats,
riddas, efc. You can pre-arder or uop in to wes what's available.

Pra-arder menu by posted Thursdays for the following week.

Opan Tuesday-Thursday 1Bam-tpm & some Fridoys &
Soturdays for speclal sales and halldoys when posted,

6012 Hwy 76 Pendleton, 5C
B&64-314-4290

MeaRets

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Centerville Pickers Market
Antiques, Furniture 8& Home Decor

1300 Pearman Dairy Rd
Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 11 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 4
Closed Monday
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Penelope Cruz

Best of the Met Gala

On May 1st of every year, the Met Gala
or also formerly known as The Costume
Institute Ball is held in my favorite city on the
planet, New York City! Right in the heart of
Manhattan, celebrities are dressed to the nines
to raise money, benefitting The Metropolitan
Museum of Art. Every year there is a theme
and this particular year the concept was based
on Karl Lagerfield, "A
Line of Beauty” and all of
his exquisite designs for
Chanel.

In 2019 he passed
away at the age of 85,
but his designs will be
eternal. Everyone looked
beautiful, timeless and
extremely graceful this
year. I have my top looks
and they are listed as follows. Number one
goes to the beautiful, Kerry Washington. She

was dressed in Michael Kors. She wore a sul-

Kristine March
]

try, mermaid style two-pieced number. It was
embellished with black sequins, a tulip shaped
skirt with a matching hand beaded bandeau
top and her
team draped her
in an oversized
] black blazer
" r' on top of her

- " gown, with a

S 1 diamond choker
and a diamond

cocktail ring to
finish off the
look. She wore
her hair up in
a chignon bun
and looked like
an actual god-
dess.

My second
favorite look of
the night goes
to Penelope
Cruz. She
went full vin-
tage Chanel
from Spring /
Summer 1998.
She wore an
ethereal bridal
look with a
belted cinched-
in waste. It
was a pale blue
or almost a

mint-colored
gown. She
also wore a
sheer organza

hood and her makeup was done by Charlotte
Tilbury, a nude lip with a slight smokey eye
and it was total perfection. She wore her hair
in a tight ballerina bun to show off her stun-
ning features paired with dropped gemstone
earrings. She looked like an actual earth angel.
So lovely.

Lastly, my third and final pick of the night,
goes to supermodel, Emily Ratajkowski. She
wore a plunging cream-colored gown by the
designer, Tory Burch. She paid homage to
Audrey Hepburn with her brunette short
bangs and a big black velvet ribbon in her hair.
She did a fierce and heavy winged eyeliner
with long diamond earrings. She absolutely
stunned. She also hosted the glittering after
party. Oh, to be a fly on the wall. Femininity
mixed with sparkles were definitely everything
this year and I'm here for it. What were some
of your favorite Met Gala looks this year?
Hopefully, all of these looks will inspire you to
wear something to your next gala or big event.
Remember to make the sidewalk your runway
and kindness always matters.
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Emily Ratajkowski

EXPERIENCE A
QUENCH REVOLUTION!

o
AQUA BLISS " '
e

MERLE NORMAN

569 € NET WT. 20Z
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NEW! 977 natural + plant-based Aqua Bliss delivers superior barrier protection and time-released
moisture without colorants, drying alcohol, dyes, formaldehyde gluten, parabens or phthalates.

MERLE NORMAN

cosmetics

501 N Main St, Anderson, SC 29621 (864) 224-3131 www.merlenormanstudio.com/sc/anderson
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An elevated Anderson experience awaits.
Enjoy unparalleled views, handcrafted
cocktails and a seasonally-inspired
menu at UP on the Roof.

e\ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
; , DINNER + DRINKS = LUNGH = WEEKEND BRUNCH
PRIVATE EVENTS * INDOOR + OUTDOOR SEATING

314 S. MCDUFFIE ST.|864.224 ROO¥F (7663)
www.eatUPArink UP.net
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