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“No way.”
It’s what people often think when 

they attempt to break free from addic-
tion. “No way. I can’t do it. I’ve tried 
before. It’s too hard.” But Genie Craft 
McGaha, who is part of Gethsemane 
Baptist Temple’s Seek the Truth 

addiction sup-
port ministry, 
has a different 
thought.

“There is 
hope.” she says. 
“When there 
is no way, God 
makes a way!”

Helping 
people find that 

way is the goal of Seek the Truth, 
a support group that meets every 
Monday night at Gethsemane Baptist 
Temple in Starr, South Carolina, 
less than 10 miles from downtown 

Anderson. Under the direction of 
the late Pastor Scott Kahler, Seek 
the Truth began as a modest min-
istry seven years ago. Today, Seek 
the Truth’s Facebook page has more 
than 600 followers, and the ministry 
hosts an average of 40 people each 
week who meet for a meal, a message, 
singing, personal testimony, and, most 
importantly, fellowship with others 
who struggle with addiction.

Genie understands that struggle on 
a personal level. 

“I was a functional alcoholic for 
14 years,” she says. “I kept a job, but 
other than work, I drank. I missed 
out on a lot of my children’s activities 
because it would cut into my time to 
drink. I got so bad and low down that 

I attempted suicide by overdose and 
alcohol. Praise God, I was unsuccess-
ful. I went through a divorce because 
it broke my family apart because 
of poor decisions. Three and a half 
years ago, I reached out to our EAP 
(Employee Assistance Program) at 
work because I couldn’t stop drinking. 
I went through 16 weeks of rehab, 
and with the help of Jesus Christ and 

the support from my family and my 
church family, I have been sober since 
then. I surrendered my life to Christ 
in March of 2019, and he sent me a 
Godly husband. We just want to help 
others who struggle with addiction or 
depression.”

It was Genie’s husband, Russell 

Seek the Truth 
Ministry supports 
those struggling 

with addiction

Genie Craft McGaha



2   the electric city news |   August 18-31, 2022

community

Katie Laughridge

E
Red Rocket 
Publishing of 
Anderson, LLC

PUBLISHERS
Julie Bailes Johnson 
864-221-9269 
julie@theelectriccitynews.com

Ginny Bailes Fretwell 
864-934-1477 
ginny@theelectriccitynews.com

LAYOUT/DESIGN
ART DIRECTOR 
Zack Mauldin 
zack@upstatetoday.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Nate Thomason 
signal43@live.com

TO SEND INFORMATION
Please make sure photos include the date 
taken, location and names of people in the 
photos. If photos are submitted via email, 
make sure they are a minimum of 300 dpi and 
saved as a JPEG file. If photos are mailed, we 
cannot guarantee the photo will be returned. 
The editor of The Electric City News will 
make your article/story grammatically correct 
without altering its content. The publishers 
of The Electric City News reserve the right to 
withhold inappropriate content or photos.

WRITERS
Neal Parnell
dnparn@gmail.com

Jim Harris
jimharris.atl@gmail.com

Rich Otter
ottwill@bellsouth.net

GARDEN & FLORAL 
Susan Temple 
gardningirl@yahoo.com

MENTAL HEALTH 
Mary-Catherine McClain Riner 
drmarycatherine@rinercounseling.com

FASHION 
Kristine March

SPORTS
Bru Nimmons

COLUMNISTS 
Kim Acker Von Keller 
Katie Laughridge
Ann K. Bailes
Amie Buice

Ministry
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“People will forget what you 
said. People will forget what you 
did. But people will never forget 
how you made them feel.” — 
Maya Angelou

It’s hard to believe how fast 
summer 
break has 
flown by. 
While beach 
vacations, 
family cook-
outs and 
lazy days 
by the pool 
provided 
unforgetta-
ble fun and 
excitement, 
the inevi-

tability of a new school year has 
once again arrived right on sched-
ule. As a first-grade teacher, I trea-
sure the summer months because 
I am blessed to spend most every 
day interacting with my three chil-
dren. Though I love teaching and 
being a positive influence for my 
students, nothing can replace the 

joy of creating lasting memories 
with my family.

As every parent knows, the end 
of summer also brings the chaos 
of dance class, cheerleading, soccer, 
tennis, and football team sign-ups, 
along with a plethora of other 
extracurricular activities designed 
for our children — not to mention 
the homework and school proj-
ects that consume the remainder 
of their time. While these are all 
excellent and worthwhile oppor-
tunities, trying to carve out quality 
time with your child during the 
school year can be challenging. 

Several years ago, a friend 
shared a post with me from 
Garth Callaghan’s Facebook page, 
“Napkin Notes”. On his page, 
Garth tells the story of his daugh-
ter, Emma, and how each morning 
he routinely tucked a little surprise 
into her lunchbox. These little 
notes, which consisted of short, 
tender messages to convey his love, 
encouragement, and pride, even-
tually became known as “Napkin 
Notes”.  Depending on the specific 

challenges and events Emma was 
currently facing, Garth crafted 
each note to provide just the 
right encouragement or support, 
such as “Champions keep playing 
until they get it right” and “What 
would you attempt to do if you 
knew you could not fail?” 

Garth initially began writing 
his “Napkin notes” when Emma 
was in elementary school, and as 
she grew up, his notes became 
more meaningful. Shortly after 
Emma turned twelve, Garth 
learned that he had kidney can-
cer. Determined to make his 
remaining time as meaningful 
as possible, he set out to write 
enough “Napkin Notes” to ensure 
that Emma would receive one 
note every day until she graduat-
ed from high school. Utilizing a 
compilation of these daily notes 
to Emma, Garth eventually pub-
lished his book, “Napkin Notes: 
Make Lunch Meaningful, Life 
Will Follow,” where his remark-
able legacy offers a guide to help 
us deepen relationships with our 

own children and those we love.
As we begin this new school 

year, consider effective ways to 
ensure a positive and consistent 
connection with your own chil-
dren. Perhaps you’ll be inspired to 
write your own “Napkin Notes” 
or maybe even create a great new 
idea of your own. If you need a 
few good “Napkin Note” ideas to 
get started, try following Garth 
Callaghan on Facebook, or pur-
chase his book, “Napkin Notes: 
Make Lunch Meaningful, Life 
Will Follow”, on Amazon or at 
your local bookstore.

Here’s to a wonderful and 
meaningful school year for you 
and yours! -Katie

GETHSEMANE 
BAPTIST TEMPLE

6116 Highway 81 S
Starr, SC 29684
(864) 247-6955

genie.craft@gmail.com

McGaha, who took over Seek the Truth when 
Pastor Scott passed away unexpectedly last 
year. Those who attend the Monday night 
meetings are working through addiction to 
drugs, alcohol, or pornography. Some suffer 
from depression. Genie credits the group with 

helping her 
remain sober. 
“It is a great 
support 
group,” she 
says. “I am 
able to love 
and support 
others and 
show true 

sympathy because I have been where they are. 
Seek the Truth lets me stay prayed up and 
close to the Lord.”

Seek the Truth builds a path to sobriety 
on three verses of Biblical scripture. The first 
is from Matthew 6:33: “But seek ye first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness and 
all these things will be added unto you.” The 
second comes from 1 Peter 5:8. “Be sober, be 
vigilant because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom he 
may devour.” The last is found in 1 John 4:4. 
“Ye are of God, little children, and have over-
come them because greater is he that is in you 

than he that is in the world.” Often, the minis-
try continues after the meeting is over. 

“Russell and I have stayed after to help 
listen and pray with people,” Genie says. “We 
genuinely want to help.”

While the ministry is sponsored by 
Gethsemane Baptist Temple, anyone is wel-
come to join the Monday night meetings, 

which take place in the church’s activity build-
ing at 6:30 p.m.

“God loves each of us,” Genie says. You 
belong, you’re loved, and you’re wanted. He 
placed you here to have an abundant life, so 
please don’t let the devil destroy you with 
addiction. We are here to help. Let Jesus break 
your chains of addiction!”

‘NAPKIN NOTES’
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BY RICH OTTER
Joe Davenport was born in Anderson, 

August 19, 1933. “I may have been an accident 
but I don’t know. When I came along my sister 
was 13 years older and she said I ruined her life.” 

His father was only 49 years old when he 
died, Thomas Lucas Hanna for whom T. L. 
Hanna High School is named lived right across 
the street and offered his help. “He took over like 
my father.”

An Anderson icon shouldered blame for 
what Joe Davenport turned out to be. In an 
August 9, 2003 interview, John Gates said: “I 
am responsible for Joe Davenport being as he is 
because I dropped him when I was babysitting 
him.”

“The first full-time job I had was with 
McDougald Funeral home. I stayed with 
McDougald probably six years. Then I went to 
Electric City Printing Company and stayed there 
three and a half to four years. I was a sales per-
son. I had the Elberton and Anderson area.” 

 Davenport married Betty Carlton. He 
credited her working “often saved us when I was 
between jobs and doing community work.” In 
addition to regular employment, Betty accepted 
an appointment to the board of the Department 
of Social Services where she served for nine 
years. “She has been gone now for 31 years.”

They initially acquired an apartment in 
Columbia “while I was working for Fritz 
Hollings. I helped every Governor from Fritz 
Hollings all the way through the first term of 
Governor David Beasley except for Donald 
Russell who resigned and was appointed Senator 
to fill the term vacated by the death of Olin 
D. Johnston.” That period included Governors 
Robert McNair, John West, Jim Edwards, Dick 
Riley and Carol Campbell. A lot of what I was 
doing was in the health area. But Governor Bob 
McNair got me into something that I can’t talk 
about, period. Governor John West backed it up 
and I was there for five years in that particular 
thing they had me doing.” 

It had been repeatedly rumored that much of 
what Joe Davenport did for a living was a mys-

tery. His response is: “I want it to remain a mys-
tery.” He was once reported as describing himself 
as a man behind the scenes.

He does admit to having been on the 
Health Coordinating Council for a long time 
where he served as its chairman. He was on the 
Appalachian Council of Governments for seven 
or eight years and served with the Appalachian 
Health Group. He had three terms on the Board 
of Visitors at the Medical University.” His prima-
ry areas of service were in health care.

Most of the things Joe Davenport said he did 
for the governors encompassed serving on com-
mittees and keeping an eye on what others were 
doing. When he would get home to Anderson 
he would return to the Lion’s Club from which 
he recently received his 60 year pin. 

When in Anderson he always gravitated to 
the city fire department. He went to Atlanta for 
the department and helped with the purchase 
of new equipment. He was intensely interested 
in their work and a great friend of Anderson’s 
chiefs, Bailey Maddox and Bo Gilreath.

When Pete Glenn was mayor he helped with 
the development of the North Main Street fire 
station and under Mayor Darwin Wright the 
new fire station replacing the main station that 
had been part of the city hall complex. He is rec-
ognized on the plaques at both stations.

When a member of the National Health 

Council, he learned that six nursing homes for 
veterans were to be built around the country and 
submitted an application for South Carolina. Its 
acceptance resulted in the Richard N. Campbell 
Veterans Nursing Home.

When the Patrick B. Harris Psychiatric 

Hospital was dedicated, Senator Strom 
Thurmond stated: “This place wouldn’t have 
happened if it wasn’t for Joe Davenport.” 

Joe and Betty Davenport were the first man 
and wife to have received the Order of the 
Palmetto.

NOTICE
Beginning July 29th, 2022

81 MARATHON Gas Station located at
4400 Hwy 81 South, Anderson SC. 29624

will sell beer and wine at this location
(864) 296-1473

The Anderson impact of Joe Davenport 
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When it comes to reality TV, 
my husband and I default to two 
very different shows.  He like 
“Building Off the Grid,” where 
couples who will likely end up on 
“Divorce Court” build homes in 
inhospitable environments and call 
on inexperienced friends to assist in 
their construction, all with budgets 
of around $40.00.  These 21st-cen-
tury pioneers are always trying 
to finish their builds before the 
arrival of the snow or hurricanes, 
and they only mention the bath-
rooms quickly and in passing, as in, 
“ThisIsOurCompostingToilet.  Let’s 
go outside and look at those solar 
panels again.”

I, on the other hand, am a big fan 
of “House Hunters International,” 
where couples who will likely end 
up on “Divorce Court” search for 
homes overseas.  One partner is 

always looking for modern con-
venience, one is looking for local 
charm, their wish list is three pages 
long, and their budgets are around 

$40.00.  
These 21st 
-century 
pioneers 
always want 
American-size 
refrigerators 
but settle for 
foreign fridges 
the size of 
composting 

toilets.  Even though I enjoy the 
show, I’ve not often found myself 
relating to the participants who 
uproot their lives and move abroad, 
far from family and friends, often 
with no job or language skills.  Until 
now.

On a recent episode, a French 

woman and her American hus-
band were moving from Chicago 
to France.  Her wish list was quite 
long.  Her husband, though, moving 
to a country where he’d never lived 
and having very little French to 
speak of, had only one requirement 
of their new home: He wanted to 
live within walking distance of a 
bakery, preferably two.

I believe I’ve found my Spirit 
Animal.

I have never been anywhere in 
my life without first getting intel on 
the best bakeries.  (I trace this back 
to the years that my grandmother 
worked at the Belvedere Bakery 
on North Main Street, making me 
the most popular kid in school on 
Teacher Appreciation Day.)   Prior 
to the Internet, it was harder to do, 
requiring phone calls to friends or 
library research.  Today, all I have to 

do is Google the words best bakery 
and my destination to know where 
I’ll be spending most of my time 
and my calories.

Last year, Ted and I went with 
some friends to Orcas Island off 
the coast of Seattle.  We rented a 
little house on the water that was 
only a short walk to the village of 
Eastsound.  While Ted and our 
friends knew of the best places to 
bicycle or hike or enjoy a dinner 
well in advance, I knew the location 
of Brown Bear Bakery, its menu 
highlights, and its opening hours.  
Every day, I braved the half-mile 
walk along a curvy stretch of road 
with no sidewalks to be one of the 
first in line for the pumpkin-cream 
cheese muffin, which was covered 
in streusel (one of the happiest 
words in the English language) and 
salted pumpkin seeds.  It was the 

size of a composting toilet, and I 
had one every day for a week.  By 
the time we hopped on the ferry 
for the trip back to Seattle, I had 
spent $40.00 on muffins and my 
jeans didn’t fit right.  What can 
I say?  The heart wants what the 
heart wants.

I’m watching “House Hunters 
International” differently now.  I’m 
no longer interested in whether the 
couples settle for homes near the 
city center or the beach or whether 
there’s a balcony or a garden.  I’m 
old enough to know that you can’t 
always get everything you want.  I’m 
looking for those brave wanderers 
who know that the secret to making 
a house a home is always having 
a freshly baked croissant or coffee 
cake within easy reach… even if you 
have to put up with a composting 
toilet.

FINDING YOURSELF ON REALITY TV

Kim von Keller
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Peggy Hill ,  Pres ident/CEO
Western Upstate Associat ion of REALTORS

Your  Grate ful  Forever  Fr i ends  @

THE GARDEN SHOP

SUSAN 
TEMPLE 
master 
gardener

A few things are beginning 
to tease with slight hints of 
fall. Pinky Winky hydrangeas 
(Hydrangea paniculata) are turning 
from white to rusty pink. Blooms 
on oakleaf hydrangeas are brown 
and there is an ever so slight color 
change of their foliage. Now mind 
you, all of these hydrangeas are like 
ice cream cones – nothing but sticks 
with leaf nubs from the ground up 
to about four or five feet. But at 
least I have some blooms. There 
is one mystery paniculata in the 
middle of this patch. It came from 
SCBG plant sale but does not have 
a name and is quite large, probably 
about 20 feet tall. It needs to be 
pruned and brought back down 

a bit. Seems blooms have gotten 
smaller over the years too. But I’m 
afraid to prune it because deer will 
eat all that new growth next year. 

Two different types of crepe myr-
tles, Carolina Beauty and Dynamite, 
are really making a show. They are 
sort of stuck out in the middle of 
an area where, once again, plans 
changed. When the house was built, 
the storage building from my house 
in town was placed in an area that 
was going to have a potting bench, 
work area, etc. A big trellis was going 
to give some shade and ideas were 
grand. I call the storage building 
Blair Street Beige because it was 
chosen to match that house. It did 
not strike my fancy with current 
grey and silver. Crepe myrtles plant-
ed around it and Carolina jessamine 
on the trellis were going to hide it 
from the house. When the silver 
metal tractor shed showed up, my 
brother and I banished Blair Street 
Beige to live behind the new shed. I 
definitely didn’t want a shed in one 

place and another one in another, 
even if the same color. The trellis 
was taken down, jessamine dug up, 
but the four crepe myrtles remain. 
And they’re fine like they are.

Carolina Beauties came from 
Mama’s. They grow big, usually 
about 25 feet tall and wide, have 
relatively good powdery mildew 
resistance, particularly out in the 
open with good air circulation, and 
red flowers with a slight hint of 
pink. Bark is smooth gray. Fall color 

is usually shades of orange. 
Dynamite crepe myrtles have 

almost true red flowers. Blooms 
are definitely a deeper shade than 
Carolina Beauty. Dynamite blooms 
for several months too, as does 
Carolina Beauty and most all crepe 
myrtles. Dynamite has very good 
powdery mildew resistance. Plus, it’s 
a fast grower and will get almost as 
big as Carolina Beauty. Bark peels 
a bit with mostly shades of beige or 
gray and has fiery fall color. Most 

all crepe myrtles have fantastic bark 
and fall color.

Fantasy crepe myrtle is inside the 
fence and has the best peeling bark. 
Memory says Fantasy is the daddy 
of Natchez crepe myrtle but I could 
not find that in my crepe myrtle 
document, a list from a large poster 
that was in the garden center at 
Busby Nursery. White flowers would 
not have been my first pick, even 
though they smell good, but oh that 
bark! It didn’t bloom much this year. 
Japanese beetles thoroughly enjoyed 
it. Lots of desirable beneficials enjoy 
it too. It is a buzz every year with 
all sorts of visitors. I do not notice 
such activity on Carolina Beauty 
and Dynamite. But Fantasy is quite 
close to the house. There is a size 
and color crepe myrtle for most any 
garden except shade. NEVER stump 
them. When going down Mall Road, 
notice how pretty the purple crepe 
myrtles are. When bush hogging, 
a few babies have come up near 
Carolina Beauty and Dynamite. I cut 
around them to increase this pretty 
patch. Deer have never eaten them, 
nor have bucks rubbed on them. It’s 
getting that time of year too.  

LATE SUMMER BEAUTIES

Dynamite blooms Fantasy bark
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“BUSINESS 
IDEAS WITH 
COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK.”

 JOIN US! 
 EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM 
 FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE 

THE BREW

For more information visit  
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or 

email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES
 102 N. MURRAY AVE. 
 ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

It’s almost Mother’s Day, so if 
you have a daughter, why not cel-
ebrate with a movie night? Put on 
matching jammies, pop some pop-
corn, and stream “Little Women,” in 
which 19th-century sisters Meg, Jo, 
Beth, and Amy March are shepherd-
ed through the obstacles of ado-
lescence by their mom, whom they 
adore. Then, when you’re feeling all 
warm inside, stream a 21st-century 
look at the mother-daughter rela-
tionship, “Lady Bird,” in which an 
argument between the young title 
character and her mother becomes 
so bitter and personal and ANGRY 
that the teenager actually throws 
herself from a moving car.

I still tear up every time I watch 
“Little Women,” but for most moth-
ers and daughters, “Lady Bird” is 
closer to reality. I’ll bet that at least 
once, even Jo wanted to jump out 
of a carriage over some dust-up 
with Marmie. There just seems 

to be something uniquely intense 
about these relationships, so for an 
explanation of the mother-daugh-

ter dynamic 
-- and why it 
is sometimes 
so intense 
-- I turned 
to Dr. Karen 
Lake, Ph.D., 
of Lake 
Psychological 
Services in 
Columbia.

“As girls, we value the esteem 
of our mothers more than anyone 
else’s,” she says. “There’s also no one 
in the whole world that we expect 
to understand us better than our 
moms, and it’s frustrating when 
they don’t live up to understanding 
our every thought and feeling the 
way we think they should. Often, 
the emotional boundaries are a lot 
looser in this relationship because 

we know that we’re always going to 
love each other, so we may feel freer 
to express negative feelings.”

As a mother for almost three 
decades and a daughter for A 
Whole Lot Longer, I am thankful 
that I’ve never had a “Lady Bird” 
blowup with Elizabeth, my daugh-
ter, or Barbara, my mother, two 
people whom I love more than 
almost anyone in the world. We’ve 
definitely had our moments, though, 
when we’ve stubbornly remained 
entrenched in our positions, refus-
ing to give an inch. The most mem-
orable of these stem from arguments 
over clothes, make-up, vegetables, 
piano practice, “Operator” by 
Manhattan Transfer, Girl Scouts, 
pharmacy school, “Cynthia” as a 
name for a cat, and flip-flops as reg-
ular footwear. ( Just for giggles, see 
if you can guess who I argued with 
over which. Answers appear below.)

Each of these arguments seemed 

important at the time, but as I list 
them now, they just seem ridiculous. 
What is not ridiculous, though, are 
the tender moments we’ve shared, 
like the times my mother told me 
that being adopted meant that my 
sister and I were the most wanted 
children in the world. Like the time 
she took me to The Sweetery for tea 
when I was going through a little 
post-partum depression, assuring 
me that everything would be okay. 
Like the time that Elizabeth mem-
orized one of my favorite poems 
and recited it for me on Christmas 
morning as a gift. Like the time she 

and I texted back and forth for an 
hour, Elizabeth in a French train 
station while waiting on a friend 
and me under the covers of my bed, 
trying not to wake her dad.

Whether you’re a mother or 
a daughter, I’d like to wish you a 
Mother’s Day filled with fewer 
squabbles and more hugs, more 
“Little Women” and less “Lady Bird.” 
Just remember that if a car trip is 
involved, everyone remains seated 
until the vehicle comes to a com-
plete stop.

What’s the most ridiculous thing 
you’ve ever argued about with your 
mother or daughter? Email your 
story to editkim50@gmail.com. 
And in case you’re curious, I argued 
with my mother over clothes, vege-
tables, “Operator,” pharmacy school, 
and “Cynthia.” I argued with my 
daughter over makeup, Girl Scouts, 
and flip-flops. I got into it with both 
of them over piano practice.

Kim von Keller

If you survive it, the mother-daughter relationship is the best

1722 Pearman Dairy Road, Anderson SC 29625 864.332.4072
Carpet1Anderson.com

 

*At participating stores only. Discount applies to materials only on select items; cushion, labor, and installation charges are additional. Prior orders 
exempt. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Offer ends 8/29/2022. All offers are for retail customers only and are not applicable to contract/
commercial work. See store for details on all offers and warranties. ©2022 Carpet One Floor & Home®. All Rights Reserved. **At participating 
stores only. See store for details. No interest will be charged on the promo balance if you pay it off, in full, within the promo period. If you do not, 
interest will be charged on the promo balance from the purchase date. The required minimum monthly payments may or may not pay off the 
promo balance before the end of the promo period, depending on purchase amount, promo length and payment allocation. Regular account terms 
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Charge is $2. Existing cardholders: See your credit card agreement terms. Subject to credit approval.

On purchases made with your Carpet One Synchrony HOME™ credit card between 7/21/2022 and 
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WORRY-FREE
WATERPROOF

EVENT

SAVE BIG*

BY SALINA JIVANI
On weekends when the sun is blazing bright, 

friends and family of Paul O’Brien, a proud 
resident of South Carolina, know to bypass his 
couch and scope out the great outdoors if they 
want to get ahold of him. 

With a home situated on a lovely expanse 
of land abutting Lake Hartwell, O’Brien enjoys 
landscaping and gardening. He is often found 
on the golf course or enjoying the breeze on his 
boat. Most of all, he cherishes time spent knee 
boarding and tubing with his grandchildren, 
who are his pride and joy, and going hiking with 
his wife to the waterfalls located in the Upstate. 

But in 2019, somewhere between jet skis and 
golf clubs, life changed for O’Brien. He began 
experiencing a heightened discomfort in his 
ankle and hip. Suddenly, lake activities came to 
a halt. Simple tasks like trimming bushes and 
mowing grass became impossible. And walking 
over uneven ground became painful.

After a trek to a local hospital, O’Brien was 
injected in both areas with stem cells and sent 
home. The ankle improved. The hip did not. 
Eventually, he was referred to AnMed Health’s 
orthopedic surgeon, Dr. Hunter Hsu for further 

evaluation, who advised him that he would be a 
good candidate for hip replacement.

AnMed Health had only recently started per-
forming robotic hip replacement surgeries after 
astounding success with robotic 
knee replacements. However, at 
the time O’Brien was unaware 
that such technology even exist-
ed. 

“I knew that a lot of medical 
procedures utilized robotics but 
was not familiar with when, why 
or how,” says O’Brien. “Dr. Hsu 
did a great job explaining exactly 
what he would do and how long 
recovery would take.”

Once O’Brien expressed 
interest in moving forward with 
the procedure, Dr. Hsu and his 
staff got to work. As part of 
customary pre-surgery protocol, they scheduled 
a pre-operative appointment and an informa-
tional session for O’Brien, where they not only 
discussed the actual surgery but every detail of 
what would take place from the time he arrived 
to a few weeks post-surgery, including the role 

and significance of robotics. 
 “Robotics technology helps determine what 

size implants the patient will need, the best 
position for the implant, and previous surgeries 

that might inhibit or cause a stiff 
spine in certain patients, influ-
encing the ideal position for an 
implant,” says Dr. Hsu. 

And hip replacements involve 
another complication: ensuring 
both legs are of the same length 
prior to performing the proce-
dure. If not, patients could suffer 
from pain and discomfort later, 
potentially exacerbating their 
condition. Robotics helps ensure 
accuracy in that realm, too. 

As a complement to the pre-
cision of robotics and to further 
augment success for patients, Dr. 

Hsu and his team do ample prep work pre-sur-
gery, scheduling consultations with patients, 
discussing a surgery game plan and staying in 
communication until the day of surgery—and 
beyond. 

“If there is still a list of questions or concerns 

not answered by the morning of surgery, I take 
that to mean we failed to do our job properly,” 
says Dr. Hsu. “We have a process in place to 
ensure no stone is left unturned before surgery.” 

And O’Brien can attest to that. After discuss-
ing the procedure at length with Dr. Hsu and his 
team, he spoke with his sister, who’d had a total 
hip replacement the previous fall and further 
prepared him for what to expect. But despite all 
the information shared, O’Brien was completely 
unprepared for one thing.  

“I was not prepared for how well my pain 
was managed post-surgery,” says O’Brien. “On a 
scale of one to ten I never experienced anything 
more than a three. And after the first week, I was 
off all pain medication except Tylenol.”

Today, thanks to Dr. Hsu and robotics tech-
nology, O’Brien reports to be pain free and has 
resumed his favorite pastimes with his favorite 
people. “I’m back to playing golf with my friends, 
and I’m able to enjoy the lake again with my 
grandkids,” says O’Brien. “I’m no longer con-
cerned with whether my hip will fail me when 
I step from boat to dock. Twelve weeks after 
surgery and I’m doing everything I was before 
surgery—except I’m pain free.”

Robotics improves precision in hip replacement surgeries

Dr. Hunter Hsu
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Mr. Joshua Powell
Southwood Academy of the Arts
Visual & Performing Arts Team Lead, 
Art Instructor, and Yearbook Advisor

Anderson Five Visual & Performing Arts Coordinator

Congratulations to Anderson School District Five’s 

2022-2023 District Teacher of the Year!

Anderson School District Five
400 Pearman Dairy Road • Anderson, SC 29625 • 864-260-5000 • www.anderson5.net

Joshua Powell is also President of the 
South Carolina Art Education Association (SCAEA), 
as well as Chair of Palmetto State Arts Education
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Congratulations,

CHRIS CLARK

DISTRICT TEACHER
OF THE YEAR

DANNY RICHEY

DISTRICT SUPPORT
STAFF OF THE YEAR

PURPOSEPRIDE PASSION
ANDERSON 3



I remember being quite young and sitting 
on the back steps with my grandmother when 
I saw it land on the walkway in front of us. It 
had four translucent wings with a square black 

stripe in the middle of 
each. Its head was like a 
chrome ball and its body 
was thin and long like 
a needle. I gasped, and 
asked her what it was. 
She said, “It’s a Snake 
Doctor”. 

I said, “A snake doc-
tor, really?” She says, 
uh-huh, when a snake 

gets hurt, the snake doctor comes and fixes 
him up. Grandmother, you’re joshin’ me. “Oh 
no I’m not”, she continued. 

My daddy, your great-grandfather, told 
me that he saw a snake in his garden, so he 
used his hoe and chopped it into three pieces. 
He said the next day he saw that same snake 
in his garden sewn back together by a snake 
doctor. “Grandmother, is that really true?” She 
says, “When you see a Snake Doctor like that 
one, there’s probably a snake close by that it’s 
just sewn up. So, we better get back in the 
house.

“I went to sleep that night thinking about 

that Snake Doctor, but never doubting what 
my grandmother had told me.

A few years later, I was standing on the 
bank of Broadway Lake. I looked down and 
saw a Snake Doctor in the still water. It was 
standing and inching forward on something 
just under the water, and it’s rear-end was 
going up and down just like a sewing machine 
needle. I watched for a few seconds when the 
memory of my grandmother’s story hit me. 
I just knew that I was seeing a snake being 
sewn back together, but I wasn’t going to stick 
around to see the complete recovery and ske-
daddled out of there.

Those last two events happened around 
sixty years ago. Let me now fast forward to 
the scorching summer of what is now 2022. 
Just out my back door is a small patio with 

an umbrella table and a couple of cushioned 
chaise lounges. Beside the patio is a flower 
bed. A few days ago, I was digging there when 
I encountered a three-foot long copperhead. 
Adrenaline kicked in and I instinctively jabbed 
it with my shovel and sliced it into pieces. I 
scooped up the remains and tossed them into 
the overgrown brush on the side of the house. 

The next day, I was looking out my back 

door when I saw a Snake Doctor land on one 
of the chaise cushions. I watched as it laid 
perfectly still with its four wings spread in the 
sun. Out of the corner of my eye something 
moved. I turned my head to the motion and 
saw a three-foot copperhead slithering away. 
My eyes were wide as I looked back at the 
chaise to see the Snake Doctor flitter away to 
the next patient.
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Neal Parnell

SNAKE DOCTOR
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4008 Clemson Blvd. • 800-868-8066
SHOWROOM HOURS:

MON.-FRI. 8:30AM-7PM 
SATURDAY 8:30AM-7PM

PARTS/SERVICE
MON.- FRI. 7:30AM-6:30PM

SATURDAY 7:30AM-5PM

RalphHayesToyota.comPRE-OWNED CENTER
Prices plus applicable tax, tag, title, registration and includes $224 closing fee. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Picture for illustration purpose only. Exp. 8/31/22

2009 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER LX
Stk#23027B ............................................... $6988
2013 CADILLAC ATS 2.0L TURBO
Stk#P2884 .............................................$14,988
2016 FORD ESCAPE S
Stk#P5805 .............................................$18,988
2016 KIA SORENTO LX
Stk#22775B ..........................................$19,455
2018 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#P3077 .............................................$19,685
2015 GMC TERRAIN SLE-1
Stk#22420D ..........................................$19,965
2018 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#PP1919 ..........................................$19,988
2014 BMW 328I XDRIVE 
Stk#23189B ..........................................$19,988
2018 NISSAN KICKS S
Stk#P7618 .............................................$20,555
2019 NISSAN SENTRA S
Stk#P2678 .............................................$20,966
2014 MERCEDES-BENZ GLK 250
Stk#23115B ..........................................$21,497

2015 NISSAN ARMADA SL
Stk#23122A ..........................................$21,966
2018 KIA SPORTAGE EX
Stk#23214A ..........................................$22,845
2017 BUICK ENCORE PREFERRED
Stk#P0433 .............................................$22,879
2017 FORD ESCAPE SE
Stk#P3279 .............................................$22,966
2019 FORD ECOSPORT SE
Stk#P4812 .............................................$22,988
2016 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Stk#PP3496 ..........................................$22,988
2019 TOYOTA COROLLA L
Stk#P9200 .............................................$22,988
2015 NISSAN ARMADA SL
Stk#23122A ..........................................$22,988
2014.5 TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID XLE
Stk#23142A ..........................................$22,988
2020 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#P8182 .............................................$23,546
2015 LEXUS ES 350
Stk#P7247 .............................................$23,599

2016 FORD MUSTANG
Stk#23015A ..........................................$23,987
2019 CHEVROLET TRAX LT
Stk#P7810 .............................................$23,988
2016 TOYOTA CAMRY SE
Stk#P5859 .............................................$23,988
2016 NISSAN ROGUE SL
Stk#P1648 .............................................$23,988
2018 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE
Stk#P8915 .............................................$23,988
2020 TOYOTA COROLLA LE
Stk#23205A ..........................................$23,988
2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Stk# P2061 ............................................$24,966
2018 JEEP CHEROKEE LATITUDE
Stk#23027B ..........................................$24,988
2019 HYUNDAI SONATA SEL
Stk# 23139B .........................................$24,988
2018 TOYOTA CAMRY LE
Stk#P9492 .............................................$25,988
2019 KIA SORENTO L
Stk#P8267 .............................................$25,988

WE WANT TO 
BUY YOUR CAR!
Used car values are currently at an 
ALL-TIME HIGH. Your car is 
probably worth more than you think.

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR 
YOUR VEHICLE! 
WE’LL BUY YOUR VEHICLE EVEN 
IF YOU DON’T BUY FROM US

ANY YEAR • ANY VEHICLE

PRE-OWNED 
CENTER

OVER 100 VEHICLES TO CHOOSE FROM!

RALPH HAYES TOYOTA CERTIFIED
WE SELL ALL MAKES, 

ALL MODELS, 
ALL THE TIME.
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Kristine March

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022
6:30 p.m.

I’ve spent a lot of my life in 
Charleston SC.

I lived there as a toddler and 
moved back to the upstate as a child. 
Then in my teens my parents bought 
a beach house. Well, it’s actually on 
the intercoastal waterway which to 
me is even more magical in a sense. 

There is so much 
history. Some 
of it hauntingly, 
beautiful. And, 
of course there is 
that ugly part of 
Charleston, but 
we have overcom-
pensated the raw, 
unpleasant nar-
rative into lovely 

memories instead, but we certainly 
never forget and should honor it. 

There is an old ice house on our 
property towards the nature trail 
where ships used to bring in salt 
and cured meats. It’s still standing. 
The place feels like a second home 
to me now and I’ve watched my son 
grow up there and swim in the salt 
water pool and fish on the dock of 

the Wando River. Memories with 
my sister and brother-in-law that are 
unforgettable, hilarious and precious. 
Stunning meals made by my dad and 
husband in their little man cave in the 
basement, where we have low country 
boils and grill outside overlooking the 
waterway. 

My mom decorated the place like 
an interior designer for Architecture 
Digest or some sort of Faded 
Glamour By The Sea magazine all by 
herself. She is very humble about it. 
Music plays nonstop on an old radio 
and we dance and laugh and make fro-
zen drinks. When you get there, you 
don’t really want to leave the property, 
but Charleston restaurants and bou-
tiques often force a calling to your 
soul because everything is exceptional-
ly curated. You have to spend at least 
one day doing so and being a tourist. 
Plus, we love our good old trusty Folly 
Beach. Basking in the hot sun all day, 
then stopping by Bert’s Market before 
coming home to our little slice of 
Heaven. 

Nature alone makes you just want 
to sit on the back screened porch and 

not move. You see stunning white 
snowy egret flying over the skyline and 
sweet little deer that come up super 
close. Hummingbirds, tree frogs and 
even the occasional raccoon. The air 
smells like pine straw and salt and is 
heavy and humid, but eventually you 
get used to it. Well, sort of. I don’t 
think I will ever get used to southern, 
summer heat. The nights are quiet 
besides the occasional fireworks dis-
play, the old wooden docks go on for 
miles, as do the stars. Boating is my 
favorite part of it all, yet I’m far too 
timid to actually jump off the dock 
and swim like the guys do. 

It’s honestly a time to reflect and 
really take in all the family love. I’ve 
come to the conclusion that what real-
ly makes a place a home is the people 
that are in it. As summer comes to an 
end, it makes you feel nostalgic and 
almost sad in a sense. Those moments 
are so vital and we have named it our 
happy place. What are some of your 
favorite beach memories? Here’s to 
making many more with your families. 
Remember to make the sidewalk your 
runway and be kind.

CHARMING CHARLESTON
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Coronavirus forces 
concert cancellations

Justin Tyme

HOT HITSNIBBLE & SIP

community

By the time you are reading this it is likely 
that there have been even more cancellations, 

restrictions, and all 
around disappoint-
ment due to the 
covid-19 virus. 
It’s serious. 
Locally all events 
at arenas have 
been postponed. 
Who knows if 
these shows will ever 
get rescheduled. With 

the price of concert tickets averaging about 
$150 dollars its fair to say this is a huge deal 
for many Americans.

What was your first concert? Mine 
was Milli Vanilli, Young MC, and Sweet 
Sensation at the War Memorial Auditorium 
in Rochester, NY. My ticket cost $22. I even 
had great seats! But now it costs $22 for 
a beer and a hot dog., and another $22 to 
park the car. My point is today people plan 

months even years in advance to go see a 
show. Many times they fly 

out of town to Miami 
or Vegas with the 

girls, or the broth-
ers, or for a roman-
tic weekend. All of 
that has come to a 
grinding halt.

Locally Jay Leno, 
The Zac Brown 

Band, and Adam 
Sandler had to call of their 

shows. In Atlanta Taylor Swift, 
Kenny Chesney, Green Day and BTS won’t 
be performing for fans.If your first concert 
has been called off because of the virus keep 
your chin up. You saved a lot of money and 
hey at least your first concert wasn't Milli 
Vanilli. Stay safe. Wash your hands.

Justin Tyme can be heard on HOT 98.1 
Saturdays and Sundays.

When I started this column, I introduced 
Nibble and Sip as an easy way to get together 
with friends on a Friday night: Shake up a 
cocktail, whip up an easy appetizer, and hang 
out for a couple of hours before people move 
along to a real dinner.

But nibbles and sips aren’t just for Fridays. 
A delicious drink and snack would be appre-
ciated at a bridesmaid’s get-together, after a 
contentious HOA meeting, or amongst Little 
League parents. (But please, not before the 
game. Using your Liquid Courage to yell at an 
umpire will land you in jail or on YouTube.)

I think one of the best places for a nibble 
and sip is a book club. Adding food and drink 
to the mix makes the atmosphere a little more 
casual, and that may encourage members to 
offer their opinions more freely. Long consid-
ered a woman’s domain, there are book clubs 
for men too. In Marin County, California, 
there’s a club called, oddly enough, the Man 
Book Club that’s been meeting since 2007. In 
Australia, there are Tough Guy Book Clubs 
that have been meeting around the country for 
almost a decade. There are also book clubs for 
couples. If you enjoy a good story, find a club 
to join or start one on your own.

One of the great things about serving a 
nibble and sip at a book club is that you have a 
built-in theme. If you’re reading Amor Towles’ 
“Rules of Civility,” the story of a small-town 
girl thrust into New York’s high society, you 
could set up a Bubbly Bar and serve Roasted 
Smashed Potatoes (December 26, 2019 edi-
tion). If you’re reading Aravind Adiga’s “The 
White Tiger,” the story of a young Indian boy’s 
rise to wealth and power, serve Chai Blossoms 
and Mumbai Sliders ( January 9, 2020 edition).

A popular book among women’s, men’s, 
and couples’ book clubs is Fredrik Backman’s 
“A Man Called Ove.” Ove is a grumpy, reclu-

sive Swede who rides roughshod over his 
neighborhood association until a young family 

moves next door. Set in 
Sweden, it cries out for a 
Swedish nibble and sip. 
Toast Skagen are deli-
cious little open-faced 
shrimp sandwiches, and 
to accompany them, an 
easy and delicious cock-
tail is the Kilsbergen 
Martini, which features 
Swedish vodka and the 

flavors of forest fruits. You and your book club 
will be shopping for Saabs in no time.

Toast Skagen
6 slices of whole-grain bread
softened butter
1 pound cooked baby shrimp
3 T. mayonnaise
3 T. sour cream
1 T. chopped fresh dill
salmon caviar, optional
Lightly spread both sides of each bread 

slice with softened butter. In a skillet over 
medium heat, grill the bread slices until gold-
en on both sides. Set aside to cool, and slice 
each bread slice in half diagonally.

In a mixing bowl, gently stir the shrimp, 
mayonnaise, sour cream, and dill until combined. 
Spoon on top of the grilled bread halves and top 
with salmon caviar, if desired. Serves 12.

Kilsbergen Martini
1 ½ oz. Absolut Kurant
½ oz. crème de cassis
¼ oz. fresh lemon juice
Add all ingredients to a cocktail shaker and 

fill with ice. Shake vigorously and strain into a 
martini glass. Serves 1. 

There are cocktails in those books

Kim von Keller

As I watched the salesman pitch the nine-
inch garden gnome, I listened in awe and won-
der as the familiar phrase was uttered from 

his mouth through my 
big screen speakers, “It’ll 
change your life”. Could 
this be true? Could a 
solar-powered garden 
gnome with glowing 
L.E.D. red eyes actually 
change my life? He con-
tinued to astonish me 
with the many mystical 
attributes of this can’t 

live without elf wannabe. According to this 
professor of gnomeology, trespassers, burglars, 
and even garden pests such as rabbits, squir-
rels, snakes, and deer could be repelled by the 
ever glowing eyes of your new little friend. But 
wait, there’s more. This nine inches of techno-

logical tenacity also contains a motion-activat-
ed night vision camera with built-in speakers, 
so that you, that is to say, the gnome, can 
actually speak to the garden intruder from the 
safety of your kitchen window.

I was beginning to be brainwashed by the 
gnome selling guru, while the flashing text at the 
bottom of the screen said, only 500 left. Panic 
was setting in as I realized that everyone but 
me would have this prized piece of plastic plant 
protection. The pitchman became extremely 
animated as he explained that for five easy pay-
ments of twenty-nine ninety-nine, a box would 
arrive at my home, delivered free of charge 
within three days. With credit card in hand, I 
logged on to the site, and just as I was about to 
purchase with one easy click, I came to my sens-
es, and suddenly realized, I don’t have a garden, 
and the only thing in my life that would change 
would be my ever-decreasing bank account. 

It’ll change your life

Neal Parnell

FROM THE SHELF

Sara Leady

The Dead Romantics
by Ashley Poston

Remember when I decided I’d go on an 
intentional romance kick so I’d be a better 
fiction orderer for the library? Yeah, me and 

my TBR remember too, 
and we apologize for yet 
another romance review 
but y’all, it’s so good!

Before you skip this 
review, hear me out. 
The Dead Romantics 
is Ashley Poston’s adult 
debut, and she’s an SC 
writer, so really you 
should keep reading to 

support SC natives and all that jazz. Plus, it’s 
more than just a romance, it’s a love letter to 
books and a deep dive into the layers of grief.

The Dead Romantics focuses on ghost-
writer Florence Day, who writes for a prolific 
romance author. The trouble is, Florence is 
still recovering from a bad breakup and thinks 

romance is dead, therefore she absolutely 
cannot write a romance novel. Going in for a 
meeting with a brand-new editor, Florence is 
hoping she can convince them to give her an 
extension, or even better, let her write some-
thing that’s not a romance, like a gritty thrill-
er or something. Her overly handsome new 
editor is having absolutely none of it. Not 
only does he expect another stellar romance, 
he expects it on the date it’s due, which is in 
just a few days, and of course she can’t tell 
the tall-drink-of-water that she hasn’t really 
started it…

Stewing in her predicament, Florence 
gets the call that her father has died, 
and she must return home for the first 
time in ten years to help lay him to rest. 
Florence’s anxiety over the book naturally 
shifts to going home, which she’s avoided 
because she’s sort of a town pariah. A fun 
Florence fact is that she can see ghosts, and 
when she was young, she helped a ghost iden-
tify their killer. So, while heroic, you can see 
how a town might find it weird. Her father, 
however, never found it weird, as he too could 

see ghosts. Which was both handy and dis-
concerting considering that her family, led by 
her father, runs a funeral home. 

Florence is at home arguing with her fam-
ily when the doorbell rings, and she opens 

the door to the most delicious ghost she’s ever 
had on her front stoop—Ben, her new 
editor. Florence and her father have always 
assumed part of their seeing the ghosts 
is to help them move on by completing 
whatever unfinished business they have 
that’s keeping them there. Florence assumes 
Ben’s business is to help her finish the book, 
but maybe, just maybe, Ben’s business is to 
help Florence fall in love with writing and 
romance novels again.

I know it sounds like I’m setting you for 
a ghostly Hallmark movie, but there’s seri-
ously some really fantastic meat to this story. 
Poston, who was going through her own grief 
while writing, really delves into grief and the 
different ways it manifests in our lives. Not 
only is Florence grieving her father (the obvi-
ous one), she’s grieving a past relationship and 
all the hope and potential of that love that’s 
been lost. As she and Ben work through the 
issues with her novel, Florence is able to work 
through her grief of her father, grief of losing 
her passion for romance novels, and grief of 
her lost love. If all that doesn’t sell you, it’s got 
several starred reviews, has hit the bestseller 
lists, and was even featured on Good Morning 
America. Oh, and did I mention it’s even set 
in the upstate? Just another reason to dive into 
The Dead Romantics. I promise it’s to die for, 
pun intended.
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MUSINGS OF AN OLE BALL COACH

Resolutions in disguise
The coach was preparing this as a New 

Years article. His untimely fall that resulted 
in a broken hip, the ensuing surgery and two 
weeks rehabilitation, followed by the demise 
of his L.W. put him slightly off schedule.

You’ve heard me loudly and vociferous-
ly proclaim, “I always make News Years 
Resolutions and what’s more, I’ll always make 
them until I get it right.” Well, forget I said 
that! I’m replacing them with some things to 
avoid. I think they might be easier to keep.

#1 Avoid hypocrisy. What a scurrilous 
blight on mankind when we do, in spades, 
what we admonish others for doing like, 

“Man the preacher went too long today.” After 
this guy just delivered 
a six minute diatribe 
on almost nothing of 
importance.  As the good 
book admonishes,  “Don’t 
complain about the mote 
in thy neighbors eye until 
you remove the log in 
thine own eye.”

#2 Avoid taking any-
thing for granted. Don’t 

expect a friendship to last or a bad habit to 
reoccur if you stop working at it. The erudite 

Satchel Paige once succinctly said. “Don’t look 
back, somebody might be gaining on you.” 
Why not include the USA also: “The price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance.”

If athletics teaches us anything and I 
believe it is a microcosm of life, it is that if you 
think your opponents can’t come back from an 
insurmountable lead, you’re gonna lose. 

#3 Avoid pomposity. You’ll never endear 
yourself to others, if you act smug and pomp-
ous just because your team just won a football 
game. Your friend might embrace a philosophy 
which is, “I don’t let 22 teenagers playing a 
game determine what kind of weekend you 
have.”

#4 Avoid the “I don’t have time to do that 
now syndrome.”  If you don’t have the time 
and energy to do it now, just think tomorrow 
you’ll only be a day older and deeper in debt. 
So prioritize, but don’t procrastinate.

#5 Avoid lecturing. You might be passion-
ate about your politics, your religion or your 
faith, but that doesn’t mean that the prey you 
have cornered is. I’ve reached an age that I 
should be empowered with a certain amount 
of sagacity and wisdom, so why is it I’m get-
ting lectured to so often? 

#6 Avoid saying, “I told you so.” This is 
probably the most egregious of all the above, 
and the hardest one to avoid. We get a deli-
cious feeling of well-being and accomplish-
ment by pointing out we were right. We try 
to disguise it in many ways such as, “It was 
pretty obvious how that was going to turn out. 
The law of averages was working against you. 
What did you expect.” The best way I know to 
destroy a relationship would be a steady diet 
of that type of rhetoric.

#7 Be thankful. Whatever your station 
in life, almost even your circumstances never 
minimize more your blessings. My recent 
experience made me realize that value of 
friends and support systems. Your least ardent 
acquaintance might be a colossus of support 
in your time of need. 

Jim Fraser was the 
athletic director and head 
football coach at T.L. 
Hanna High School from 
1968-1985. He was also 
a full time member of the 
faculty who taught U.S. 
History.

Jim Fraser

Keeping a wild child like me occupied, and 
preventing me from destroying the house like 
an F5 tornado was challenging, but my grand-
mother had her ways. 

  “ Grandmother, 
there’s a red bird in the 
front yard”. She’d say,  If 
you put salt on its tail, 
you can catch it”.  I’d get 
the salt shaker and slowly 
opened the screen door 
and creep down the steps 
with the salt shaker 
poised in my right 
hand, and my 

left hand ready for the capture. I took 
a second to look back at my grand-
mother standing at the door with a 
knowing smile, and I would be feeling 
the pride of thinking I was about to 
trick that red bird into my hands. If 
there had been iPhones back then, the 
next few moments would be record-
ed and go viral on YouTube within 
seconds. But all I have is a memory of 
that salt shaker flying through the air 

and knocking 
that red bird 
out cold as it 
left the ground. 
The odds of that 
happening were 
astronomical, but 
it had happened, and 
I looked back at my 
grandmother, and 
her mouth was agape 
with astonishment. 
I walked toward the 
unconscious cardi-
nal, and just as I was 
about to grab the 
lifeless mound of red 
feathers, it shook it’s 

head and flew away in a flash.  Underneath 
the salt shaker was one small Red Feather. I  

sprinkled a little salt on it, and picked 
it up.  I kept that salty feather in my 

pocket, it was the only evidence 
I had of my most unbelievable 
bird hunting excursion. The 
salt shaker would be the 
only casualty that day, and 
never saw the inside again. 

At supper that evening I 
told my grandfather what 
happened, and pulled out 
that salty feather as proof. 
He looked at my grand-

mother with a  question 
mark on his face, and she 

denied my true tale, saying, 
“ he must have picked up that 

thing outside somewhere”.  I 
couldn’t believe it, my only eye-

witness was turning against me, 
and I would be known as a pants on 

fire fibber, never to have my stories heard as 
truth again.

He then looked at me and said, “Get that 
nasty feather out of here, and go wash your 
hands”. I got up from the table with my salty 
feather evidence, walked over to the kitchen 
sink, and washed my hands, letting the salty 
feather go down the drain, along with my 
innocence. I wasn’t hungry anymore, and as I 
was leaving the kitchen I heard my grandfa-
ther say, “PASS the SALT.”

THE SALTY FEATHER

Neal Parnell



14   the electric city news |   August 18-31, 2022

community



the electric city news |  August 18-31, 2022   15

community

October 20th  Business Plan Writing: It’s your blueprint

September 15th   Accounting: Pour concrete results

August 18th   How to sell: Win the bid

  

THE CITY OF ANDERSON PRESENTS...

The City of Anderson is excited to present the year-long series 
B.Y.O.B.: Build Your Own Business

A program designed to equip you with the information, 
skills, and resources in order to create a successful business

MONTHLY WORKSHOPS: Held the 3rd Thursday of every month at 102 N Murray Avenue

Lunch is free but registration is required RSVP to: swright@cityofandersonsc.com 

              or Call: 864.231.2603 

andersoncityeconomicdevelopment.com

Build Your Own Business
B. Y.    B.O.
Build Your Own Business

A year-long series to help you 
Build Your Own Business from the ground up!

The third Thursday of every month features topic 
experts who will give you the tools to build your business

All sessions are free! 

BY ANN BAILES
Stop, look, and listen — the 

typical way to check for safety, either 
crossing a street or watching for a 
train. It used to be so well known 
that anyone over a certain age 
remembers all kinds of songs and 
movies using that phrase. Well, I am 
going to do a little stopping, looking, 
and listening of a different kind this 
morning.

The morning sun is merciless, 
and I’m taking a break from picking 
blueberries under that blazing sky. 
I’m sitting on the deck of our farm 
property, drinking a diet drink, 
and just watching what is going on 
around me.

A huge dragonfly perches on a 
nearby bush. My seventh graders 
would have loved this for their bug 

collections. But today I’m watching, 
not catching.

Several kinds of birds fly into 
the blueberry patch as soon as I’m 
absent from it. A cardinal swoops 
into the bushes but doesn’t stay long. 
And a Carolina wren finds its way 
in and out. A mockingbird perches 
on a top branch and surveys the 
surroundings, then flies off, probably 
sensing I am close by. I suspect that 
most of the berries I find that have 
little marks in them have probably 
been found first by that mocker. 

I see motion underneath the 
bushes. It’s a squirrel, probably a 
very young one, based on its size 
and fearful way of movement. It 
finds its way out and disappears.

Behind me, I hear noise. A chip-
munk, who does know I am there, 

wants to get away before this threat 
causes it any problems. It stays close 
to the siding of the barn before dart-
ing behind the propane tank where 
I can’t see it.

An eastern phoebe finds its way 
to the clothesline strung at the end 
of the deck. This bird used to have 
a nest under the eave and probably 
still feels at home there.

I haven’t yet seen the little lizards 
that usually poke their way around. 
Once I was picking berries while sit-
ting on a railroad tie by the bushes, 
and one in a hurry ran along the tie 
and right into me! That little lizard 
was scared to death. 

Sometimes the lizard that passes 
by is a classic chameleon that chang-
es color and flares its neck tissue out 
bright red. But sometimes it’s a dark 

blue skink with white racing stripes 
down its body. Wait — here comes 
one. It’s feeling very much at home 
while making its way down the front 
edge of the deck.

Well, the winter blueberry pies 

and crisps are calling my name, and 
it’s time to get back to the berries. I 
enjoyed this break on this hot day. 
The details of nature pop out with 
a little time and observation. Stop, 
look, and listen.

Stop, look and listen



16   the electric city news |   August 18-31, 2022

T.L. HANNA YELLOW JACKETS

TL Hanna Yellow Jackets looking to 
reload after finishing 10-2 last season

BY BRU NIMMONS
ANDERSON — You’d be hard 

pressed to find a high school football 
team that lost more than T.L. Hanna 
did from its 10-2 2021 campaign, and 
yet the Yellow Jackets seem likely to 
be another top contender in Class 5A 
again if only because of the culture 
built by head coach Jason Tone over 
the last four years.

Starting on the offensive side of the 
ball, the Jackets will have to replace Jay 
Dillard at quarterback, but they have 
a ready-made heir in Kenny Fretwell. 
While Dillard took command of the 
offense last fall, Fretwell was no stranger 
to the field, splitting time with Dillard 
and performing admirably in his stead.

Quarterback isn’t the only position 

in the backfield where the Jackets will 
have to turn to a new starter, as nearly 
every back 
with substan-
tial yardage 
last season was 
lost to graduation. 
The good news for 
Hanna is that hope 
isn’t completely 
lost at the position, 
with Vashun 
Burton back 
to make waves 
again after standing out as a soph-
omore. Junior Josh Donald is also a 
runner to watch in an option offense 
that will spread the carries around, 
alongside fullback Tyler Ethington.

The Jackets aren’t known to throw 
the ball much, but they still have some 

weapons at 
wide receiver 

in TJ Brownlee 
and Joquan 
Morgan.

Up front, Hanna 
will need a big push 
from its offensive 
line, with Zack 

Ramsey being 
a name to 
watch.

On the defensive line, Ramsey and 
Ezekiel Carroll could pose issues for 
opposing defenses as pass rushers.

At linebacker, Ethington should 
provide a stable presence alongside 

junior Jake Curtis and senior Omari 
Spencer as the Jackets look to replace 
the standout play of Fletcher Cothran.

In the secondary, Jaylon Boles, 
Tehran Cole, Will Epps and Nasque 
Norris could all be difference makers 
in a revamped group.

At the kicking position, Walker 
Broome seems poised to handle 
duties.

After finishing up the preseason 
with a jamboree performance against 
Alcovy High School (Ga.), The Yellow 
Jackets will begin the regular season 
on Friday, Aug. 19, at home against 
Boiling Springs. After their matchup 
with the Bulldogs, the Jackets will 
travel to Greenville High School to 
take on the Red Raiders on Aug. 26.

WESTSIDE RAMS

BY BRU NIMMONS
ANDERSON — There’s no deny-

ing that the Westside Rams had high-
er hopes than a 6-5 season in 2021, 
but even with the disappointment, the 
Rams took home a region champion-
ship. 

Now, a season later, Westside seems 
to have plenty of firepower on the 
offensive side of the ball as it prepares 
for a tougher region slate.

At quarterback, the Rams will have 
to replace the talented Pete Zamora, 
but they seem to have found their 
answer in Eastside transfer Cutter 
Woods. Just a sophomore, Woods 
threw for 827 yards and seven touch-
downs last season for the Eagles and 
holds an offer from Georgia Tech.

In the backfield, Westside has one 
of the strongest backs in the state in 
Hunter Puckett. 
Puckett, who 
moonlighted as 
a defensive end 
last fall, ran for 
nearly 700 yards 
and 14 touch-
downs alongside 
Amir Dendy in 
2021.

The receiving 
corps for the 
Rams is also 
an exceptional 
group, led by 
junior wideout Jimmar Boston. Boston 
is arguably one of the best receivers in 

the Upstate after putting up 606 yards 
and eight touchdowns last fall, and 

he should get 
plenty of help 
from Joshua 
Williams, who 
led the Rams 
in receiving two 
seasons ago as a 
freshman.

On the 
offensive line, 
the Rams are 
expected to have 
a stout group 
of maulers with 
Nick Hatten 

and Justin Williford standing out.
On the defensive front, AJ 

Williams returns and will look to help 
the Rams control the line of scrim-
mage after picking up six TFLs and 
three sacks last season.

At linebacker, Westside will miss 
the play of KT Perry, but Titus Crisler, 
the Rams’ second-leading tackler in 
2021, is back and expected to lead the 
group, while Nore Belton could build 
off a strong campaign last fall.

In the secondary, KD McGowan 
and Zeke Curry should cause prob-
lems for opposing passers alongside 
Boston and Williams.

At kicker, Bola Gil hopes to build 
on a promising freshman campaign.

The Rams will have week 0 off 
before hosting Belton Honea-Path for 
their first game on Aug. 26.

Despite region championship a season 
ago, Westside aiming higher in 2022  


