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Spend summer with some all-time |1,
great Anderson-area writers

BY KIM VON KELLER
Whether your summer getaway
takes you to the beach, the lake, or the

mountains, you can always take a bit
of home with you. Vacation is a great
time to become acquainted with some
of the Anderson area’s finest novelists,
screenwriters, short story writers, and
poets who have been inducted into the

South Carolina Academy of Authors.

BETSY CROMER BYARS, 2016
INDUCTEE

Nurture your children’s love of
reading by introducing them to the
fiction of Betsy Cromer Byars, one
of the most famous authors with
Anderson connections. Her grand-
father, John Schwartz Cromer, was a
local merchant, and her aunt Gladys
Cromer taught math to thousands of
Andersonians over her 45-year career.
Byars  novel Summer of the Swans

won the prestigious Newbery Medal,
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ews

while The Night Swimmers won the
National Book Award for Children’s
Fiction.
Leaning into
children’s love
of mystery,
she wrote
Wanted...
Mud
Blossom,
which
received the
Edgar Award
for Children’s

Mystery. Available at amazon.com.

Betsy Cromer Byars

JAMES LEE BARRETT, 1998
INDUCTEE

You've got to come off the beach
at some point, During the heat of the
afternoon, gather the family for a movie
by screenwriter James Lee Barrett,
who attended McCants Junior High
and Boys High School. Shenandoah,

starring James Stewart, is the story of a
family torn by the Civil War. Smokey
and the Bandit, starring Burt Reynolds
and Sally
Fields, is
lighter fare,
as long-haul
truckers
attempt

to outrun

the law.
You'll find
Shenandoah
on YouTube.
Smokey and
the Bandit is available on Netflix.

James Lee Barrett

RON RASH, 2010 INDUCTEE
An excellent introduction to a writ-
er’s work is by exploring his or her short
stories. South Carolina native Ron Rash
is a novelist, poet, and short story writer
who studied at Clemson University

and taught at Tri-County Tech. He is

www.TheElectricCityNews.com

a three-time winner of the O. Henry
Prize for short fiction, and Chemistry
and Other Stories, a collection of short
stories, was a finalist for the PEN/

Ron Rash

Cooper. You'll find his literary works at

amazon.com, while Serena is available

for streaming on Netflix.

SEE WRITERS ON PAGE 2
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TL HANNA NJROTC CADETS
AWARDED HISTORIC FIRSTS

Only a handful of Navy
JROTC students from across the
country are selected to receive the
Legion of Valor Bronze Cross for
Achievement and the Joseph C.
Gilliam Academic Achievement
Award. A T.L. Hanna Yellowjacket
cadet had never earned these
awards before this year when Cadet
Lieutenant Commander Caden
Waters and Cadet Lieutenant
Shivangi Nayak were both selected,
respectively. The cadets were recog-
nized by Principal Walter Mayfield
and Captain Skip Lussier at an
awards ceremony on 2 May.

The Legion of Valor of the
United States of America, Inc.,
an organization made up solely of
recipients of the Medal of Honor,
the Distinguished Service Cross,
the Navy Cross, and the Air Force
Cross, presents the Legion of Valor
Achievement medal annually to
outstanding cadets for excellence in
military, scholastic, and civic affairs.
It is the highest award an NJROTC
Cadet can earn and Caden was
selected for this prestigious award.

Caden carries a GPA of 4.5, is

ranked in the top 20% of his class,
was the NJROTC Company Fall
Commander, recipient of the West
Point Leadership Award, a Palmetto
Boys State graduate, a Citadel
Leadership Academy graduate, and
on the Tennis Team. He will attend
the University of South Carolina in
the Fall.

The Joseph C. Gilliam Academic
Achievement Award is given to
one cadet from each of the 23
NJROTC areas...that is twen-
ty-three awardees out of 83,000
students nationwide! Cadet
Lieutenant Nayak was chosen based
upon her academic achievement
with an eyewatering 5.113 GPA,
sustained superior cadet perfor-
mance, and an insightful essay she
wrote regarding “Memes in Modern
Communication.” Shivangi will
attend the University of South
Carolina on a full scholarship to
study Biochemistry.

These individual awards cap
an outstanding year for the T.L.
Hanna NJROTC unit that earned
Distinguished Unit status for the
third consecutive year!

Legion of Valor - LCDR Caden Waters

Weriters

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SUE MONKKIDD, 2011 INDUCTEE
The stories of Sue Monk Kidd have been

brought to life on the page and on the screen.

She was an
Anderson
resident from
1976 to 1998,
writing her
first work of
fiction in her
40s. Her first
novel, The
Secret Life of
Bees, spent
over two years
on the New
York Times
best-seller list
and has been

Sue Monk Kidd

translated into 36 languages. A 2008 film
version of the novel starred Queen Latifah
and Dakota Fanning. Kidd'’s subsequent
novels, The Mermaid Chair, The Invention
of Wings, and The Book of Longings also
received best-seller status. Her novels are
available at amazon.com. The screen adapta-
tion of The Secret Life of Bees is available for
streaming on Hulu. You'll find The Mermaid
Chair on Prime Video.

GUY MATTISON DAVENPORT JR.,
2016 INDUCTEE

The work of Guy Davenport, an
Anderson native, could be described as
both thoughtful and difficult. In addition
to his work as an author, he was an illus-
trator, translator, and teacher, serving as a
professor at the University of Kentucky for
almost 30 years. When he died in 2005,
Christopher Leamann-Haupt of the New
York Times recognized him as a short story
writer in the modernist tradition of Ezra

Pound and James Joyce (NYT, Jan. 7, 2005).

In 1990, he was awarded a “Genius Grant”
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by the MacArthur Foundation for his work
in short fiction. Davenport, who famously
said that he
only had 18
readers, is
still remem-
bered in
Anderson by
the Davenport
18, a reading
group who

S.'.‘. ') . A

Guy Mattison Davenport Jr. ™Mmeet regularly
to discuss

his work. The Guy Davenport Reader and

a collection of short stories titled Twelve

Stories are available at penguinrandom-

house.com.

The Electric City News thanks Gayle
Edwards, a former member of the South
Carolina Academy of Authors Board of
Directors, bibliophile, and retired educator, for
her belp with this story. For more information on
The South Carolina Academy of Authors, visit
scacademyofauthors.com.
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The City of Anderson presents:

BY(®B.

BUILD YOUR OWN BUSINESS

A year-long series to help you Build Your Own Business!
Our 2024 BYOB programming lineup 1s geared towards food entrepreneurs as we celebrate

the opening of the City’s shared kitchen incubator—110 North Kitchen + Commissary!

February 15th MarCh.21St May 16th A program designed to equip
DHEC Brandlng & ServSafe you with the information, skills,
Message and resources in order to
create a successful business.
The sessions feature topic
June 20th July 18th August 15th experts who will give you the
Paldlvfxdr\l/(el“ttilr?lﬂg & BUS\I;/‘I?iiisnPlan Funding tools to build your business.
arketing g All sessions are free!
RSVP to
September 19th October 17th November, 21st fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com
Crowiti i a Social Media Food Service
Commissary e or 864-231-2605
Monthly workshops held the 3rd Thursday. City of Anderson

12:00pm-1:30pm | 102 North Murray Ave. LEOREIE Developuie

ANDERSON]

Lunch is provided | Registration required cityofandersonsc.com THE ELECTRIC CHTY
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Curtains of color

Never, ever, did I think that I would be
able to observe the northern lights right from
the end of our driveway in Anderson, SC.

For thirty years I taught about the aurora
borealis (northern lights) in my earth science
classes. We'd look at pictures, and I'd tell the
students that the aurora
borealis is a phenome-
non only seen by people
in Canada, or Alaska, or
the very northernmost
parts of the U.S. Id
think that maybe one
day Mike and I could
take a trip far enough
north to see this phe-
nomenon. But it was always a bucket list item.
Definitely not something that we would see
around here.

When I heard on Friday, May 10, that
a large geomagnetic storm might cause the
northern lights to be seen as far south as
Greenville, I didn't think much of it. I've heard
that prediction before, and nothing ever came
of it. Since we are further south of Greenville,
— why get my hopes up?

About 10:00 my son called from the east
side of town.“Mom, you've got to go outside
right now and look at the sky!” So I headed
out, flashlight in hand. And how incredible
was the sight! Reddish-pink shades lighting
up the entire northwestern sky near the setting
crescent moon. The lights grew brighter and
darker, back and forth, over several minutes.

Then, they shot upward overhead, changed to

Ann K. Bailes
——

light green, and then returned to pink. Finally
the sight dimmed and went away. Many in our
area enjoyed the nighttime beauty.

What in the world--or atmosphere--are
these curtains of color? The complete answer
is a little above my pay grade (I taught eighth
grade, not exactly high-level academics) but
here are the basics: Ionized particles called
solar wind are ejected from the sun during
periods of intense activity of solar flares, or
storms. This solar wind travels to the earth
and interacts with the magnetic field that
exists around the earth. That produces the
unusual light features we know as the aurora
borealis. They are usually only seen in areas
much closer to the north and south poles (in
the south they are known as the aurora aus-
tralis) because the magnetic field is tighter in
those two spots.

But last week the storms coming from the
sun were much stronger than usual, and thus
we got a very rare opportunity to enjoy the
aurora right here in Anderson.

This current period of solar activity is
expected to continue for up to another year, so
we may get even another chance. But it was a
potentially once in a lifetime experience. It led
to a lot of Facebook interaction with former
students who also saw the beautiful skies —
including my son, who took the photo.

I'll never forget the experience. This was
an awesome example of God’s power as seen
in nature — not in some exotic northern place,
but right here in Anderson, SC. What a great

event!

GALYEAN

FOR
STATE HOUSE

Uc;tgf_June 11 @
Republican Primary
District 9 A
%l .

.*)1 L] ¥ - I*T“ '
s ] -, o s - Lr ¥ o
i = LY
i
o -
- — 7 -
Y

= BOONE

appliance
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Call today to schedule your
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Anderson School District 3 presents 2024 Distinguished Alumni Awards

At graduation ceremonies each year,
Anderson School District Five honors a for-
mer graduate from each high school selected
from nominations. These outstanding alumni
are held in esteem for their contributions to
our community and/or their profession main-
taining high standards in personal integrity
and character.

Anderson School District Five has pre-
pared many deserving young men and women
who have gone on to make their school, dis-
trict, and hometown proud. It is an honor
to recognize there are so many outstanding
alumni that there will be many more years of
bestowing this award to these deserving indi-
viduals.

If you know someone who deserves this

honor, be sure to fill out a nomination form
on the district website.

AMY DAVIS
Amyisa
2007 graduate
of T. L Hanna
High School.
During her years
at Hanna, she
earned multiple
awards for her
achievements
on the soccer,
volleyball and
swimming teams.
She was also a

‘I’M BORED!’

It's hard to believe another school year has
come and gone. Where does time go? We go
from the “rat race” of May to the “slow days”
of summer. Give it about a day or two and
your kids will be asking you questions such
as “What can we do?” or saying things like
“I'm bored!” I've compiled a list of ideas you
may not automatically think of when giving
suggestions. I hope this helps keep those little
minds and hands busy while you settle in to
enjoy the dog days’ of summer!

+ Go on a bike ride, or take a walk.

+ Go on a scavenger hunt in your backyard.

+ Go to www.storylineonline.org and lis-
ten to a story read aloud by a member of the
Screen Actors Guild.

+ Tune in to Cosmic Kids Yoga at https://
www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga.

+ Go to https://www.youtube.com/user/
GoNoodleGames and start dancing along
to fun songs like “Can’t Stop the Feeling,’
“Banana, Banana, Meatball,” and “Baby Shark™!

+ Get artsy with a “directed drawing” at
Art for Kids Hub https://www.youtube.com/
user/ArtforKidsHub. Here you can learn how
to draw the Easter bunny, Yoda, caterpillars,
sunflowers, and more!

+ Map the house/ Treasure hunt: This
allows students to practice their mapping
skills! Allow the student to create a map of
your house using pencils and crayons. Tell
your child to use the map to mark where they
have hidden a “treasure” and a path to get to
the treasure.

+ Journaling: Challenge your child to cre-
ate their own journal entries of all the fun

activities you do together each day. Be sure to
date each entry so that you can go back and
remember what made
each day special! To
make a journal: Get 4
or more pieces of paper
and stack them on top
of one another. Next,
fold the stack of paper
in half. Give your child
some sentence starters
such as: “My favorite

v thing I did today was
Katie Laughridge —" Today I got
—— frustrated when
, or“I felt the
most happy today when !

+ Shape walk: Look for shapes indoors or out-
doors and ask your child to identify what shapes
the objects look like and write them down.

+ Start a new chapter book “read-aloud”
with your kids. Let them draw, build legos,
or do a quiet activity while you read to them.
Some good choices are Junie B Jones, The
Vanderbeekers, Gooney Bird Greene, I Survived
series, The Boxcar Children, Ninja Kid,
DragonMasters, Holes, Ivy and Bean, and Owl/
Pug/Unicorn Diaries! The options are endless.
Google search “chapter books” with the ages of

your children and you'll find so many options!

“T have long felt that the way to keep chil-
dren out of trouble is to keep them interested
in things. Lecturing to children is no answer
to delinquency. Preaching won't keep young-
sters out of trouble, but keeping their minds

occupied will” -Walt Disney
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top ranked student of distinction academically
and participated in numerous clubs and stu-
dent government.

She is a 2011 graduate of the United
States Naval Academy, ranking in the top 15%
of her class. She earned a master’s degree in
2019 from UNC Chapel Hill.

In her military career, she has completed
multiple professional and tactical qualifica-
tions. Amy was awarded Instructor of the Year
for instructing over 2500 future naval aviators.

Lt. Commander Amy Davis is current-
ly stationed in San Diego as Maintenance
Department Head for Helicopter Sea Combat
Squadron Two One. She has recently been
selected to serve as 2nd in Command at Naval
Air Station Key West for the Station Search
and Rescue Unit in Key West, Florida.

ANDY PATRICK

Andy is 2 1992 graduate of Westside
High School. Andy was an outstanding and
award-winning cross country and track athlete
at Westside from 1989-1992. He was induct-
ed into the Westside High School Athletic

Hall of Fame in 2023.

A graduate of Erskine College, he was the
first to receive a scholarship from the school
to run on the cross-country team. He has also
received the Outstanding Alumni Award from
Erskine.

As alocal busi-
ness man, Andy
has served and
serves in numer-
ous local organi-
zations, some of
these in leadership
roles. Some of
these include
Anderson School
District 5 Board of Trustees and Foundation
Board, Anderson Area YMCA Board
of Directors, First Presbyterian Church,
Anderson Chamber of Commerce, AnMed
Ambassador Program, Anderson United Way
and the Kiwanis Club of Anderson. He was
also selected for the Anderson Independent
Mail’s 20 Under 40. Andy is currently the T.L
Hanna Bass Fishing Team Coach.
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Native and deer proof

SUSAN

TEMPLE
master
gardener

When I was a teenager, my Aunt
Issie told me the older I get the faster
time will move. In my teenage brain,
my eyes rolled as I thought crazy
ol’ woman, but I smiled at her and
agreed. Issie was precious to me, and I
would have never done anything such
as that out loud to her. And precious
doesn't even come close to what I was
to her. I quote her statement quite
often now that I know how wise her
words were. Time seems to stand still
now and then though, particularly
when one is waiting on something to
grow. Give or take, some 24 years ago,
native Florida leucothoe (Agarista
populifolia) was planted along the
edge of the woods to block a house

someone would build on the adjoin-
ing land someday. Lady luck smiled
on us, however, and that land became
ours in 2019. Therefore, blocking that
area is not so important now.

In those years, Florida leucothoe
became a favorite plant. If one needs
a plant for full shade, dry or damp,
Florida leucothoe could be it. Its only
short coming is it is slow growing. It
took probably 10 years for a three-
foot plant to get about six feet tall.
Had I watered it, surely it would have
grown faster. But as with most things
at my place, it must survive with only
water from Mother Nature, Plants in
this hedge are now about eight feet tall
and almost as wide. A few are much
taller. The evergreen branches arch
and the plant takes on a vase, drap-
ing shape. Some of the taller plants
have formed a tunnel to walk under.
This plant would make a nice natural
arbor if one had a need for such. The
clumps at ground level will spread, but
again, slowly. A few have rooted where

THE GARDEN SHOP

Florida leucothoe in bloom

hopefully provided enough nourish-
ment to them over the years,

New growth has a slightly cop-
per color, adding interest. White
blooms cover the stems from late
April, through most of May, and
have a sweet honey like smell. While
reading about the plant, flowers were
described as urceolate. Ok...that's a
new term. Please bear with me on
trying to give the pronunciation — Ur
c o let. It means urn shaped. Each
flower does look like a tiny urn.

branches have touched the ground
and/or suckered a bit. If you're visiting
SC Botanical Gardens, there are leu-
cothoes growing along the edge of the
pond where the bald cypress trees are.
Or they were on my last visit. Smaller
varieties of what is commonly called
doghobble can be found growing wild
along creeks. Acid soil is also helpful.
No fertilizer or amendments have ever
been put on my hedge. What would
be the point of fertilizing if I wasn't
going to water? Plus, oak leaves have

When researching plants, NC State’s
site, plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants, and
Missouri Botanical Gardens, missou-
ribotanicalgarden.org/plantfinder, are
great sites. Florida leucothoe was busy
with bees buzzing around when I was
cutting some. It is good for butterflies
and birds and provides winter cover
and nesting sites for birds. These
plants are in a part of the yard I have
to go visit, If butterflies are visiting
them, I can't see it from any window
or most parts of the yard. Deer have
never even browsed these plants.

Florida leucothoe also makes a
great cut flower. Older growth will
hold up nicely out of water, but ten-
der new growth will wilt. Branches
go in a container at the breezeway
every winter and last for a very long
time. Maybe someday, one will root.
I've been told it roots easily. NC
State’s website states it “has high
severity poison characteristics” and
can be a problem for dogs, cats, and
horses. But then goes on to say juve-
nile leaves have been used as salad
greens. Not that I'm planning on eat-
ing any, but I wonder if that means it
is not poisonous to humans.

DRIVING LESSON

It was 1967 and my dad was driving a’61
Ford Galaxy with me as a twelve-year-old front
seat passenger. Daddy had his left arm propped
on the open window holding a cigarette and
guided the car with his two right fingers on
the steering wheel at five oclock. I can still hear
the crunchy sound the tires made as the gravel
from the road hit the car’s underside. Most side
roads back then were tar and gravel and made
for a semi-slippery surface on which to drive.
We were on that long stretch of road that is
now called the White Street extension when he
asked me if I wanted to drive.“Are you kidding?
Sure!” There were no seatbelts in the car, and
he slid toward my side with one hand on the
steering wheel as I ducked under his arm and
was now in the driver’s seat with the car still
moving. I was in very unfamiliar territory as the
car slowed and asked, “What now?” He says,
“Grab the wheel and give it the gas.” I grabbed
the wheel, and he let go. I was Driving! Well,
actually my hands were frozen on the steering
wheel and the car was speeding along at 10
mph when he said again, “Give it the gas!" I
could only see the sky ahead of me, and when I
tried to reach the gas pedal with my right foot,

I only saw the top of the windshield and the
roof. Daddy reached under my arms, pulled
something, and the whole seat, along with us,
shot forward. A cloud

of gray dust and gravel
enveloped the car as I
slammed the gas pedal to
the floor. Daddy snatched
my leg off the pedal just
as the car started to go
sideways and said, “Easy
there Richard Petty, the
more you push, the faster
we go”. I tried again but
was watching my foot on the pedal instead of
the road when I felt his hand on the wheel.
“You know where your foot is son, keep your
eyes on the road.” I was now weaving back and
forth at twenty miles per hour but managing
to stay on the road. I don't think I ever blinked,
and every muscle in my body was pulled tight-
er than a bottom banjo string as I asked him,
“How fast can I go?” He said, “As fast as you
want.” Just as I was easing down on the pedal

I saw a car coming toward us in the distance.

“Daddy! There’s a car coming, what'll T do?” He

Neal Parnell
]
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asked, “What do you think you should do?“I
said that I wanted to stop, and he said, “Well
then, stop.” My first time trying the brake pedal
was just like the gas pedal; I stomped it hard,
causing the wheels to lock and the car skidded
to a grinding stop in the middle of the road.
My only driving lesson was over as he slid back
into the driver’s seat, floored the gas pedal, spun
the car around, and headed back to where we

began. I looked back to see that once distant
car stopped in the dust cloud hed purpose-
fully created. I told him I couldn't wait to tell
everyone that I had peeled out and skidded to
a stop while driving, Dad said it would be best
if I didn't tell my mom or sisters. I wasn't sure
if T could hold it in, but I did....until now. That
quarter-mile of driving was the most thrilling
time I can remember, and one I'll never forget.



MOVIE NIGHT

IN WREN PARK

FRIDAY, MAY 17 — SUPER MARIO BROS @ 8:35PM
FRIDAY, JUNE IM — LITTLE MERMAID @ 8:SSPM
FRIDAY, JULY |2 — JAWS @ 8:S5PM
FRIDAY, AUGUST 9 — TOP GUN @ 8:35PM

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25 - COCO0 @ 6:SOPM

4 i:. - 2= ‘Qf\l
MOVIE
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FREE AT GAHIJLIIIA WHEII PAHI(' e
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Paid for by the City of Anderson Accommodations Tax

THE ELECTRIC CITY NEWS | MAY 23-JUNE 5, 2024 9




community

Summertimeis storytime

Southerners are good storytellers. Should you
disagree, you are as dead to me as Butterfingers
became after they removed hydrogenated oils
and several unpronounceable ingredients. There
are just some things, like facts and candy bar rec-
ipes, which should never be challenged.

Maybe it’s the strong oral tradition of our
Celtic and African ancestors. Maybe it’s our
tendency to linger on porches and observe the
neighbors. Maybe it’s the kind of oppressive
heat and humidity that
stifles the desire for any
physical activity. But
from the Gulf Coast to
the Chesapeake Bay, I've
never met a Southerner
who couldn't tell a story.

And that includes
all of my friends. What
they have in common is
the ability to describe settings and characters
so completely that their stories become almost
like memories. The main reason my supper
club schedules eatly mealtimes isn't that we're
old, but that we want as many hours around
the table as possible to tell and listen to stories.

Like the one my friend Debi tells about
riding the school bus in Chesterfield County
through cotton fields and peach orchards and
the time the driver let her get behind the wheel
one afternoon... when she was 11 years old.

Like the one my mom used to tell about
her first visit to New York City with her mom
and my dad in the late 1950s. Standing on the
sidewalk in a dress more suited to church, she
saw a group of screaming young gitls circling
someone the way buzzards circle roadkill.

She likes to call that The Time I Almost, but
Couldn't Exactly, See Elvis Presley.

Like the one my daughter’s friend Emily
tells about being in a college bar and encoun-
tering a woman with a crutch, and she’s using
it to poke potential rivals for the attention of

Knbudll;

FURNITURE

Kim von Keller

a man she has her eye on. Emily does all the
voices. I could listen to her tell it over and over.

But the best story I ever heard involves Ed,
the husband of my husband’s cousin Amanda.
(Many Southern stories start like this. It's
important to establish the relationship between
the players.) Ed is a native of Mississippi. He
always says that if there’s something on a table
arrangement that looks like it’s to be eaten, even
though it's not, he will put it in his mouth every
time. This includes benign items, like a large
sprig of parsley, or something that is dangerous-
ly inedible, like a plastic grape.

It seems that Ed was at a reception at a state-
ly old home in Jackson. The refreshment tables
were set with white linen and polished silver
serving pieces. As a man with a sweet tooth, Ed
was excited when he saw a tray of small, deco-
rated petit fours beside the coffee urn. He picked
up the one topped with the most beautiful royal
icing flower, popped it in his mouth, and bit
down on it... only to realize that it was actually a
sugar cube meant to accompany a cup of coffee.

Just as he was choking down the last of the
sugat, he heard a small, aged voice say, “Goodness
gracious, I thought this was a petit four”

He turned to find Eudora Welty, one of
Mississippi’s most beloved authors and winner
of the Pulitzer Prize, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom, and the Order of the South.

“I did the same thing!” Ed exclaimed, hav-
ing found communion with the beloved writer.

“I'm forever trying to eat things that aren't
meant to be eaten,” she said.

It would be a shame to miss such gems, so
spend some time this summer on your porch
or around the dinner table, telling your best
story. Go long on details, like the feeling of
sugar between your teeth or what it was like
to get poked in the shoulder with a crutch.
Practice it in front of a mirror. And don't be
surprised that at your next dinner party, you're

happily at the table until midnight.

0% OFF

YOUR PURCHASE

SHOW THIS AD TO REDEEM
CERTAIN EXCLUSIONS MAY APPLY

*a EasyIn-Store Financing | 505 M. Main Street, Anderson, 5C 29621
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DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS EPIC EVENT

\
MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND SPREAD THE WORD!

BRING YOUR FRIENDS, GRAB YOUR CAPE
(OR YOUR SNEAKY GRIN), AND GET READY TO MAKE
MEMORIES THAT WILL LAST A LIFETIME!
JOIN US AS WE WELCOME
WHITE KNIGHT ENTERTAINMENT AND
YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD SUPERHEROES!
COME DRESSED AS YOUR FAVORITE SUPERHERO OR
SQUPERVILLAIN AND BE A PART OF THE ACTION!
GRAB A HOTDOG OR A SNOWCONE, AND ENJOY A
FUN-FILLED DAY WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS!

':.'QANDERSON

WNCOUNTY MUSEUM  $4,773

wooflé‘g/

(864) 260-4737

ANDERSONCOUNTYMUSEUM.SC.GOV
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AUTHENTIC AND AHEAD OF HER TIME

My Grandmother was ahead of
her time. She was authentic and I
don't even think she realized how
beautiful she was. Not only was she
physically lovely, but there was some-
thing about her that just shined.
Everybody
in my family
always said that
her eyes twin-
kled and they
really, truly did.
I think Bill
Withers says it
best in his song
Grandma’s
Hands. The things my Nana taught
me were always with her hands and
she did such good with them. I can
still to this day remember my Nana’s
hands. She wore emeralds and tur-
quoise, her pretty diamond from my
grandfather and silver nail polish
that went so well with her olive com-
plexion. I've yet to find that exact

Kristine March
]

color, but hopefully someday I will.
When I was little, I remember
her sewing closet. Inside she had a
beautiful little basket that opened up
with her tomato pincushion and all
of her little bits and bobs. She could
get a stain out of your dress and sew
a hole in your jeans in five minutes,
tops. She taught me that it was okay
to be confident and not to worry
about how short your hemline was.
That women'’s bodies were beautiful
and should be celebrated. To get up
and always dance at parties and to
be loud and bold and take up space.
When she was a young girl, she made
and designed her own bathing suits
herself and what I would give to have
her rodeo design that she came up
with all on her own. It was a white
two-piece high-waisted bikini with a
vintage cowboy riding a bull on the
applique. It would certainly be cur-
rent and in style today. She was inno-
vative. A sort of rebel in a sense.

She wore a dark plum lipstick
when everyone else wore red. She
always matched her

from the hose and we would sing
along to her little retro radio outside
together while she

gorgeous handbags
and her shoes and
always had on her
Add-a-Bead necklace,
which I gratefully
inherited and I wear
almost every day. I
remember summer
time just being abso-
lutely magical with
her. She wore cap
sleeve knitted tops
and rolled up her
denim shorts with her little beaded
Minnetonka moccasins. She always
sliced a gigantic watermelon on

a pretty red and white checkered
tablecloth on her outdoor picnic
table or made a Coca-Cola float

or chocolate ice cream for me. She
had my little kitty pool filled up

in her car port with icy cold water

sunbathed.

I can still hear
that screen door shut.
She had a yard full
of extraordinary tiger
lilies and roses that
were so beautiful. She
put clear nail polish
on my chigger bites to

make them go away
swiftly and trimmed
my long hair. She
made sure my dance
costumes fit me perfectly before

my recital every May and made me
learn every Natalie Cole song ever
written, She was my biggest fan and
I definitely think I was hers too. She
was really a Bohemian now that I
think about it. She would every so
often take me to underprivileged
neighborhoods and we would

donate all of our gently used clothes
to people that she knew needed help
and that didn't have it so easy like
we did. It really made me think.
Everybody knew her in my
hometown and she was considered
a philanthropist there. She loved to
give and help people and definitely
instilled that in me. When she passed
away in 2015, I distinctly remember
our pastor saying she had a heart just
like Jesus and that’s the best way to
describe my sweet Emily Sue. She
had style and grace and wisdom that
I will never forget, but pass on to my
son. She was and will forever be my
favorite person. I miss her deeply, but
there is always something I see in my
every day that reminds me of her. A
pretty bird or a sweet smell. I think
she sends me signs a lot, from above.
What lessons did your grandmother
or loved one teach you? Remember
to make the sidewalk your runway

and please be kind!

| love

everything

about Groucho's.

0S.COM
TSN

- Philly S,
Anderson, S.C.
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LENN

MECHANICAL

For all your plumbing, electrical and
heating and air conditioning needs.

864-716-0560 www.glennmep.com
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NOW OPEN!

The City of Anderson will open 110 North Kitchen +
Commissary, Anderson’s first shared kitchen for food
entrepreneurs who want to start or grow their business.

Offerings Include

2@~ Kitchen Rentals for Food Production & Prep Space
)

- Commissary Kitchen >~ Demonstration Kitchen
I\

-e- Cold + Dry Rentable Storage —‘,6:- Retail Space

2@~ Business Education + Support Programs

v

Located downtown Anderson at 110 North Murray Avenue.

For more information, contact us at
fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com.

g
ANDERSON]

A Creative Culinary Experience.

12 THE ELECTRIC CITY NEWS | MAY 23-JUNE 5, 2024



community

FROM THE SHELF

On ‘ALeague of Extraordinary Women’ by Evie Dunmore

Historical romance has always
been sort of hit and miss for me. I
find myself easily falling into the
assumption of historical romance
being synonymous with ‘Harlequin’
and/or ‘bodice ripper. A League
of Extraordinary Women series by
Evie Dunmore came to my attention
when my co-leader for the Library’s
Romance Book Club suggested it
for book club.

A League of Extraordinary
Women is set in the Gilded Age, late
19th century, with the suffrage move-
ment at its core. The series focuses
on four friends that have met each
other through Oxford and the suf-
frage movement. Each book features
one of the women and her romance
as it’s shaped by the movement, and
how each woman has been directly
affected by the lack of rights for
women during that time period.

A really cool part of the books is

#

how deep Evie Dunmore went with
her research, even including an exten-
sive list of notes at the end of each
novel showing where she pulled inspi-
ration from the
real history of
the UK suffrage
movement,
Through this,
Dunmore pulls
an added layer
into each book
with her repre-
sentation of life
in England during the Gilded Age,

a time we often romanticize despite
the class issues, hardship, and general
lack of rights for anyone not born a
wealthy white man.

The series starts out with Bringing
Down the Duke, in which our four
starring ladies meet. Annabelle,
the star of this first installment,
meets banking heiress Hattie, Lady

Sara Leady
N

Lucie, and bookish Lady Catriona
at a suffrage meeting, one of which
Annabelle is required to attend as
part of her scholarship for studying
at Oxford. Annabelle, Hattie, and
Catriona are all students at Oxford,
while Lucie is the very formidable
leader of the local suffragists chapter.

Annabelle, the daughter of a vicar,
has long dreamed of getting an edu-
cation, an opportunity she could lose
should her uncle find out about her
suffragist activity. Her involvement
in the movement leads to her assign-
ment:get the Duke of Montgomery
on their side regarding the Women’s
Property Act. Despite their different
classes, personalities, and ideals, the
two obviously end up sparking a
romance that of course leads to the
Duke tossing social expectations
aside to marry Annabelle.

A Rogue of One's Own follows
Lady Lucie and a childhood enemy,

stubbornly matching wits over the
fate of a London publishing house.
Lucie has moved to purchase the
publisher in order to spread word of
the suffrage movement, while noto-
rious rogue Lord Tristan Bellantine
sees it as a sound investment, with
the added perk of torturing Lucie.
Portrait of a Scotsman focuses on
bank heiress Hattie. Hattie dreams
of becoming a renowned artist and
marrying a Gentleman, emphasis on
gentle! Brooding Scottish financier
Lucien Blackstone is a brute with
a reputation of being an absolutely
ruthless businessman. In a power play
against Hattie's father, a business rival,
he tricks Hattie into a compromis-
ing position, forcing them to marry.
A highlight for me in this one was
Dunmore’s spotlight on classism and
the abhorrent conditions of working
in the mines in the late 19th century.

The last installment, The

Gentleman’s Gambit, follows Lady
Catriona, a very quiet and bookish
young woman who never thought she
would find love. Awkward and easily
overwhelmed, Catriona is surprised
to find herself so comfortable with
the stranger Elias Khoury. Elias has
come to her family’s castle in Scotland
to meet Cat’s father, an acclaimed
archeologist. Elias however is set on
stealing back stolen heirlooms and
returning them to the Middle East.

The last book gets more histori-
cal than romantic, whereas the other
three keep a really wonderful bal-
ance between the two. As I read The
Gentleman’s Gambit I was really
hoping for the introduction of a new
suffragist character to continue the
series, but alas, book four is also the
final book of the series. I do how-
ever look forward to whatever Evie
Dunmore chooses to write next.
While the historical elements bring
a heavier weight to the titles, these
delightful romances are quick, intel-
ligent reads that would be perfect
for your summer vacations.

May5 @6:30pm

June2@7pm

July7 @7pm

August11@7pm

September8 @ 6:30pm

A

——
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SMEG for the springtime!
It's what every kitchen wants.

hmpr)l ium & Gifts

Cromarmer Food, ‘-'-u:n_:lml I3ar

418 Morth Main Streat
Anderson, SC 29621
Phone: B64.225.2021

©

Price Driving School

217 Wast Whitnar Street, Anderson, 5C 29424
B&4-226-1320 - www.pricedrivingsc.com

I'nmmY Price

Owner structor

Private Driving Lessons - All Ages Welcome
Cartified Instructors

1530 A North Fant Street
Anderson, SC 29621

Monday - Thursday
9:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Please call for
an appointment
(864) 760-0203

L]
AW
X
\

il Email:
h ;{ turnergirl03@yahoo.com

ANTIQUE MALL

AN TIQUES COLLLCTInLLES | GIrTs

500 N. Main St.
Anderson, SC
864-642-9727

appledumplinantiques@gmail.com

, (864) 209-8245  { www.UHSSC.com

Enjoy Personalized

€ %feaﬁicm*e

Ready to embark on a journey of personalized
support, care, ond overall welk-being?

Our highly trained personal care specialists assist in
providing compassionate support for senioes and
ndividuols with special needs right in the comfort of
their own home.

UPSTATE
(+ HEALTHCARI

TURNER
~ PHOTOGRAPHY

Instagram:
@_jc_turner_photography_

} Website:
jcturnerphotography.com

Phone:
864-982-0564

..-. S ——
I ' UR N E R
FHOT OG R AFHY
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WESTAR Avuto-Truck Tire
& Alignment

Corner of Bleckley & Murray
PO Box 400
Anderson, SC

864.224.2248
864.224.2254

Mobility Plus

Scooters Ramps Lifts

s 2v¥ed

= Scooters
= Pawerchalrs
= Ramps
= Stairlifts
= Lift Chairs
= Wahicle Lifts
Sales, Service and Rentals

MOBILITY PLUS ANDERSON

1017-A Whitehall Road, Anderson
(864) 401-8722

Where EVERYDAY is
Independence Day

Bring in this ad and receive
10% off total purchase!

Melissa Lewis

: Gas Logs & Gas Heater :

Repair/Maintenance
(864) 202-5787

* Experienced *
* Dependable *
* Affordable *

hr%%F pet S.

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

H

1300 Pearman Dairy Rd
Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 10 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 5
Closed Monday
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FORMIDABLE FERAL HOGS

BY RICH OTTER

South Carolina is generally quite
protective of its wildlife neighbors,
but there are three mammals for
which there is definite animosity:
the coyote, the armadillo and the
feral hog. Their destructive tenden-
cies have not made them beloved
inhabitants in the state, Where the
coyote and armadillo wandered into
SC of their own accord, the arrival
of the feral hog was involuntary.

It is said that Christopher
Columbus, on his second voyage to
the new world, dropped off some
domestic pigs in Cuba and Jamaica
and others arrived in Florida
with Hernando de Soto in 1539.
Enjoying the good weather in the
new world, the pigs escaped and
began rapidly increasing and evolv-
ing. There was a marriage of conve-
nience with wild boars brought over
by European settlers for hunting.

Over the years, the spreading

NOW ACCEPTING NEW CUSTOMERS!

BEWARE

OF THE $65 TERMITE LETTER
(CL-100) WHEN BUYING A HOME

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.

STATE CERTIFIED | 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE | INSURED & BONDED

375-1899

species became prey that fed upon a
variety of creatures from rodents to
deer, including nesting birds. They
also developed a nasty temperament,
a considerable threat to human
beings. They have very sharp tusks
and a male could weigh up to three
hundred pounds. At that weight the
animal is even a danger to an auto-
mobile encountered on the highway.

They are able to “overrun” an
area. The feral hogs are attributed
with causing millions of dollars a
year of agriculture damage by root-
ing and trampling through a wide
variety of habitats. They also have
been found to have damaged archae-
ological sites.

It is said their meat, if prepared
properly and if the age is proper and
depending upon its previous diet,
may be digestible, but often has a
distinctly gamey taste. Feral hogs
have monocular vision. Each eye
functions independently. Their red

2840 S. MAIN STREET

eyes are due to albinism.

Due to its aggressive nature,
size, tusks, and speed, it is a very
dangerous creature. If seen, it is
best to quietly retreat. They may
be encountered by hunters, hikers,
farmers, golfers and picnickers. Pets
are also at risk.

In a heavily wooded or brush
area, they may be heard grunting
but not seen, except for the rustling
of bushes. It may be wise to stop,
look, listen and wait to see if it can
be determined what has caused the
commotion. It might also be wise
to scan the immediate area to see if
there is a tree to quickly climb.

Feral hogs may be hunted at any
time of the year on private property.
There is no closed season if during
daylight. Dogs may be used as well
as baited traps and electronic calling
devises.

Greg Wilson with the Anderson

Observer, following a discussion

with a representative of the US
Forest Service in 2023, reported
that “The spread of the animal con-
tinues to be expedited by hunters
who transport the animals for sport
from county to county.” He said
many of those individuals have been
caught but the practice has contin-
ued. It is illegal, without specific
authority, to transport a live wild
hog by vehicle.

Wilson also conveyed that the
service did not see any way for the
actual elimination of the animal.
They breed too quickly. It would be
illegal to use poisoning which would
endanger other animals, as well.

There are legally authorized
organizations in South Carolina
that maintain feral hogs for hunting
purposes on their own land. They
often use tree stands to minimize
danger. Such an operation may also
provide lodging and provisions for
processing of the meat.

In addition, the hogs may be
hunted in state wildlife areas during
season. They can be trapped on
private land at any time but care
must be taken not to endanger other
wildlife. If pens are used, property
owners must be certain to remove
any bear or deer that might be
caught. Removing a bear might be
an interesting endeavor.

This is not to imply that the
coyote and armadillo are much
better off. They just don't register
the same physical threat to South
Carolina voters to receive equivalent
attention.

i

TTHE BREW

JOIN US!

For more information visit
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or
email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

Ny,

ANDERSON]

EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM
FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES
102 N. MURRAY AVE.
ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

</
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SUBJECTS TO
CHANGE LIVES

Meadowbrook Baptist Church

Beginning June 2
9:00 am Worship

“Sins Hurting Us and Others”

Pride: People as Ugly as Camels
Anger: The Sin Destroying America
Greed: America’s Golden God
Temptation: The Devil’s Trap Door

Complaining: Destroying Your Home
10:00 am Fellowship Time
“Getting to Know You Better”

10:30 am Worship (New)

Hymns / Prayer Requests
Sermon / Discussion

“Learning to Pray”

Prayer - “The Life of Prayer”
Prayer - “Alone Time with God”
Prayer - “Difficult and Necessary”

Prayer - “The Only Way to Defeat Satan”

Prayer - “The Only Way to Find True Happiness”
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MEADOWBROOK BAPTIST CHURCH
102 North Park Drive
Off McGee Road - Between Whitehall & 28 Bypass
Whitehall Road Behind the Sheriff’s Department
Pastor: Bob Marcaurelle Song Leader: Dwight Greene
Church Info - meadowbrookbaptist.cc
Free Sermons and Bible Studies
bmarcaurelle@charter.net

Every new church should have some purpose, especially
when people see a need for some kind of Christian ministry.
Pastoring Concord Baptist Church for 31 years, | have long felt
the need to get Christ’s love, our love and ministry to the less
fortunate in the West Anderson neighborhood.

The last, “Hands on Help”, is vital. Most of the time, people
outside the church, don’t see Jesus’ love until they experience
it from those who love Him.

My good friend, Mark Duncan, Pastor of Bethel Baptist
Church (The Old “Oakwood”) calls his church’s ministry,
“Loving Out Loud.”

And Brother, it sure is loud. Every Wednesday night about
100 people are being fed "Seven Thousand Sandwiches"
(EVERY YEAR), plus some... “Goodies” and a “Gospel”
devotional.

More than that, Mark knows those who come, by name, and
countless times | have seen him with his arm around people,
listening to them and praying for them. Members of our church
are helping them on Wednesday nights.

On the other end of the neighborhood is Pastor Kurt Stutler
and the “Mercy Chapel on South Main.” The church is for the
people from the neighborhood and those who have joined the
Church to help.

In a beautiful Sunday Morning Service, | took the Lord’s
Supper. On my right was a homeless lady and on my left was
a retired doctor who practiced in Anderson.

We are helping support several West Anderson Christian
ministries financially, and these two are at the top of our list. |
also began this church for another reason. The emphasis on
“Praise and Worship” has replaced the hymns with constant
praising. If you like hymns and would like to help us help
people in need, come and help us.

Paster Beb Marcawrelle
"Preacher Beb”



