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Every day, South Main Chapel & 
Mercy Center helps Andersonians 
suffering from addiction, poverty, 
homelessness, and mental illness. Next 
month, you can 
help the mission 
of South Main 
Chapel & Mercy 
Center by celebrat-
ing its 10th anniver-
sary.

On Tuesday, April 
23, 2024, at 6:30 pm, the 
United Way of Anderson will 
host 10 Years of South Main Chapel & 
Mercy Center at the G. Ross Anderson 
Student Center Ballroom at Anderson 
University. This ticketed event will 
include music by Belton native Loretta 
Holloway, South Carolina’s First Lady 
of Song; remarks by Deb Richardson-
Moore, author of “The Weight of 

Mercy”; and a catered dinner.
Carol Burdette, President and 

CEO of United Way of Anderson, is 
excited to host the anniversary celebra-

tion and for what the proceeds could 
mean to South 
Main Chapel & 
Mercy Center.

“In my 30-plus 
years of communi-
ty work, I’m most 
proud to have 

been involved in the establishment 
of Mercy Center. I’ve been a Christian 
and churchgoer all my life. We all say 
our churches are open to everyone, but 
South Main Chapel & Mercy Center 
is a place for every one.”

Kurt Stutler is both pastor and 
director of South Main Chapel & Mercy 
Center, which is a part of the United 
Methodist family in South Carolina.

“In 2012, Orville UMC on South 
Main Street closed. This is a low-in-
come area with lots of abandoned 

houses, and many residents struggle 

A decade of love
South Main Chapel & Mercy Center 

preparing to celebrate 10th anniversary
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UNITED WAY CELEBRATES 
10 YEARS OF SOUTH MAIN 
CHAPEL & MERCY CENTER

Tuesday, April 23, 2024, at 6:30 pm

G. Ross Anderson Student Center Ballroom
Anderson University

316 Boulevard, Anderson, SC  29621

Chapel
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with addiction, homelessness, 
poverty, and mental illness. 
District Superintendent Susan 
Leonard-Ray had a vision to 
establish a church that would 
work alongside those who strug-
gle the most, based on the work 
of the Triune Mercy Center in 
Greenville. Along with Carol 
Burdette of United Way of 
Anderson, we began visiting 
TMC, and in 2013, we began 
holding meetings to discuss the 
feasibility of such a center in 
Anderson. Using new church 
start funding and other monies, 
South Main Chapel & Mercy 
Center opened its doors in 2014.”

Make no mistake: South 
Main Chapel & Mercy Center is 

a house of worship with 
services each Sunday. But 
as Pastor Stutler likes to 
say, it is a church, “and 
then some.”

Following the ser-
vice, fellowship dinner 
is offered each Sunday, 
supported by several 
area churches, non-profit 
organizations and busi-
nesses. Two meals per day are 
also offered throughout the week. 
Showers are made available twice 
a week. Other services include 
on-site mental health counsel-
ing, vocational rehab counseling, 
laundry, nursing care, addiction 
recovery referrals, transportation 
assistance, and housing assistance 
for over five hundred individuals 
in the community.

“The mission of South Main 
Chapel & Mercy Center is loving 
God and loving each other,” Stutler 
says. “That’s the focus of our faith. 

We are here both to serve and to 
be served, all of us. We’re a com-
munity of faith that is bridging 
the racial, economic, educational 
and socioeconomic boundaries 
that often separate the church. We 
are a congregation that is diverse 
in our backgrounds, and we reach 
out to people who struggle.”

Programs of this kind require 
the support of everyone in the 
community, which is why United 
Way of Anderson is hosting the 
anniversary celebration. Tickets 
are $65 per person, and sponsor-

ships, which include tables 
and special recognition, 
start at $500 for a table 
of 8. There are additional 
sponsorships available 
for between $1,000 and 
$5,000. Carol Burdette 
hopes that the ballroom 
will be at capacity.

“South Main Chapel 
& Mercy Center gives 

me faith in what we can do 
together. This anniversary event 
is an opportunity to shine a light 
on the things that we’ve accom-
plished in the first ten years and 
on the anticipation of the things 
we want to accomplish in the 
decades to come.”

To learn more about South 
Main Chapel & Mercy Center, 
visit southmainmercy.org.

To purchase tickets or to 
sponsor a table, visit www.
ticketsignup.io/TicketEvent/
SouthMain.

Oh Boy! Green grass, blue sky, red tulips, 
and my favorite spring color, yellow pollen. 
With the record rains we’ve had, this year 
promises to have record-breaking pollen 
counts too. Ok, I’ll just say it, flowers and 

plants have unprotected 
sex, and lots of it. 

It really should come 
as no surprise, why do 
you think flowers have 
beds? Now I’m not going 
to gossip. What a flower 
does with its pistil or 
stamen is its own busi-
ness, but when their 
lovemaking leftovers find 

a way up my nose and irritate my tender nasal 
passages, I’m going to blow. Under an electron 
microscope, a single grain of pollen is round, 
with thousands of sharp spikes, and it’s easy 
to see how these tiny inverted pin-cushions 
can attach to anything they come into contact 
with. Pollen is Male. This fact alone could 
explain the irritating part, but there’s more. 
This single, unattached male is looking for 
love, along with trillions of his brothers and 
friends. He will not give up or allow anything 
to keep him from finding his perfect match. 
He has a tough outer shell that protects his 
inner love and can’t ever die. Pollen grains 
have been discovered that are millions of years 
old and still viable if only the plants they came 

from weren’t extinct. Those thousands of 
yellow dusty males that are blown into your 
eyes and inhaled by your nose and mouth are 
not deterred at all. You’ll send them on their 
way by sneezing or coughing them back on 
the love path again. Be aware that if you are 
a criminal, the F.B.I. has pollen samples from 
plants and flowers the world over, and can cal-
culate the time your clothing or hair brushed 
past that ragweed or sunflower. Newer bullets 
and shells are now impregnated with pollen 
identifiers that under microscopic analysis can 
place and date where the weapon was fired 
from. It’s got to be humiliating for criminals to 
think that they have gotten rid of all the evi-
dence, only to discover in court that they were 
caught by a daisy. 

Flowers and plants are of course living 
things, but there are some people, including 
me, that believe they can communicate and 
feel. It may seem farfetched but they were here 
before we were, and some may still be. My 

grandmother thought 
the same way I do. I 
remember her yelling 
to one of my sisters, 
“Get out of that garden 
with that dress on, 
don’t you know those 
‘taters have eyes?!!” The 
plant with the tiniest 
pollen is the ‘Forget me 

Not’ and the largest pollen particles are from 
Corn, which we all know has Ears. 

So why is there more pollen every year, 
and what can we do about it? Here’s another 
farfetched statement, “The plants know that 
we are bulldozing them to build more struc-
tures and are retaliating.” Arizona was once 
known as the ‘Hay Fever Free State but with 
new suburbs and irrigation came new strains 
of ragweed, so Arizona has lost that title. 
Last year, of all the cities in the United States 
with the highest pollen counts, Greenville was 
ranked 10th. Why? Urban growth and retali-
ating flowers? We keep fighting the flowers so 
they keep fighting back. Which 

will win? I’m pretty sure we have a deal 
with the flowers; they get to cause us to rub 
our eyes and sneeze for two months, and we 
promise to water them every evening until 
September. It seems like a fair deal, consid-
ering they could all unite and bring back 
FLOWER POWER. 

SPRING IS IN THE AIR
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BANKING    INSURANCE    MORTGAGE    INVESTMENTS    TRUST

At Countybank, we have proudly served 
our neighbors for over 85 years. 

Countybank Mortgage looks forward to helping you find 
the perfect loan for the perfect home.

CUSTOMIZED MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS  
BUILT WITH YOU IN MIND.

As your mortgage experts,  
we focus on what matters — you!

NMLS#462088   |  countybankmortgage.com

2125 N Hwy 81 
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FOOD  •  ART  •  MUSIC  •  KIDS GAMES  •  FREE ADMISSION

APRIL 26-27
D O W N T O W N  A N D E R S O N

FRIDAY 
4:00PM - 9:00PM  
SATURDAY 
10:00AM - 8:00PM

Visit DowntownAndersonSC.com for more information
Follow us Downtown Anderson
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MARY-
CATHERINE 
McCLAIN 
RINER

If you take an inventory of relationships 
across the world, you will find significant 
differences and dynamics within each relation-
ship. Instead of comparing with others, I chal-
lenge you to consider what/who your ideal 
partner/relationship is during our ever grow-
ing and fast-changing society. Ask yourself 
what makes you the happiest as you consider 
these love styles/types.

1) American Love: The desire to marry 
based on pure love and the expectation that 
love endures across the lifetime. Yet, it also 
leads to questioning why you remain in a rela-
tionship when you “fall out of love.” There is 
a growing trend of churches caring less about 
separation and the divorce stigma has signifi-
cantly decreased. 

2) Work Based Marriages: It is more 
common than ever for both partners to work 
outside the home. Individuals share the load of 
cooking meals, washing clothes, and cleaning 
the house. For partners who have children, 
there is also the juggling act of running errands 
and attending activities. Couples take pride in 
their accomplishments. The difficulty lies when 
one loses the commitment to work together. 

3) Ritualistic Marriages: Husband and wife 
are key identities for many Americans. We 
define ourselves as partners or spouses following 

a public ceremony. Married couples typically 
have a village and community, which leads to 
additional social supports. On the other hand, 
becoming a parent may lead to feelings of neglect 
and rejection. Being successful in these roles 
leads to the expansion in identity as a grandpar-
ent. Routines become familiar and comfortable, 
and create a sense of orderliness (e.g., dinner as 
a family, going to bed together). One danger or 
pitfall is how these routines can feel monotonous 
and mundane. The goal is maintaining some 
sense of change and spontaneity. 

4) Playful Marriage: Similar to dating, these 
couples enjoy going, doing, and trying new things. 
Couples desire to take risks, have fun, and explore 
the world. In other words, marriage should just 
be the beginning and not the end of our adven-
tures. The risk lies in the need for needing more 
and more pleasure and novelty. It can become 
difficult to maintain this dynamic pace. 

5) Communal Marriage: This marriage 
represents the desire for shared intimacy and 
mutual support. We let go of self-centeredness 
and focus on joined moments. Quality time 
and bonding is the goal, as is expanding the 
family. Similar risks relate to the relationship 
feeling stale and boring.  

It is important to note that most marriages 
represent combinations and variations of the 
above types. Likewise, marriages and rela-
tionships are always changing and evolving. 
Marriages ultimately deteriorate when part-
ners cannot agree on the life desired together. 
It is important to check-in with your partners 
and re-assess individual as well as shared 
needs, values, goals, and desires.  

Mary-Catherine McClain Riner, Ph.D., Ed.S, 
M.S., is a Licensed Psychologist  with Riner 
Counseling, LLC. Visit www.rinercounseling.com 
or call 864-608-0446.

MARRIAGE

ANDERSON — Inspired by travels 
throughout Egypt, Anderson resident Paul 
DeMichael is introducing the ancient game 
of Senet to our local community through his 
donations to the Anderson County Library.

Widely recognized as the world’s oldest 
known board game, Senet games were found 
in the ancient Egyptian tombs of Queen 
Nefertari and King Tutankhamun, and were 
enjoyed by commoners and royalty alike.

“Egyptian Senet is easy to learn and fun 
to play”, said DeMichael, who designed and 
produces the board games and playing pieces 
in his Anderson studio. “It combines both skill 
and chance for two players, as they advance 
their stones through the thirty-square game 
board.” 

Anderson County Library’s Game Night 

event seemed like an ideal place to introduce 
Egyptian Senet, and DeMichael provided the 
library staff with its first set of games.

“We held a library gaming event last 
December, and the game that stole the show 
was Egyptian Senet!”, stated the facility’s 
Electric City Creative Makerspace (ECC) staff 
member Cashandra Seabrook. “It was incred-
ibly entertaining to watch others enjoy a game 
designed by a local creator.”

Although no “official” rules for setup and 
game play were ever found, there is a general 
consensus as to how the game begins and 
ends: Players take turns casting four game 
sticks, which determine the amount of spaces 
one of their five playing stones can be moved. 
Two or more of a player’s adjacent stones may 
provide a strategy to block their opponent 

from moving or exiting 
the board. A typical 
Senet game session 
usually lasts about 
twenty minutes. 

“I’m pleased to 
share these games with 
the Anderson County 
Library”, DeMichael 
added. “And I’m very 
proud and thankful to 
have my Egyptian Senet 
game included in the 
facility’s Electric City 
Creative Makerspace 
events.

Anderson County 
Library’s Electric City 
Creative Makerspace 
(ECC) is open to all 
library visitors ages 12 and up to explore new 
creative tools and technologies, and work 
in a collaborative environment on personal 
projects. It is located on the second floor of 
the Anderson County Library. Open Create 

Hours are Tuesday – Thursday: 1 PM – 7:30 
PM & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:30 PM.

Additional information can be found online 
at https://www.andersonlibrary.org/ and 
https://www.etsy.com/shop/blueibissenet/.

Anderson County Library benefits from local game developer

Anderson County Library Electric City Creative Makerspace (ECC) 
staff member Cashandra Seabrook (left) receives its second do-

nation of Egyptian Senet board games from local game developer 
Paul DeMichael.
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BUILD YOUR OWN BUSINESS

2024

DHEC
February 15th

Branding &
Message

March 21st

ServSafe
May 16th

Paid Advertising &
Marketing

June 20th
Business Plan

Writing

July 18th

Funding
August 15th

Growth in a
Commissary

September 19th
Social Media

October 17th
Food Service

Etiquette

November 16th

City of Anderson
Economic Development

c i t y o f a n d e r s o n s c . c o m

A  y e a r - l o n g  s e r i e s  t o  h e l p  y o u  B u i l d  Y o u r  O w n  B u s i n e s s !
O u r  2 0 2 4  B Y O B  p r o g r a m m i n g  l i n e u p  i s  g e a r e d  t o w a r d s  f o o d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s  a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e

t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  C i t y ’ s  s h a r e d  k i t c h e n  i n c u b a t o r — 1 1 0  N o r t h  K i t c h e n  +  C o m m i s s a r y !

T h e  C i t y  o f  A n d e r s o n  p r e s e n t s :

Monthly workshops held the 3rd Thursday.

12:00pm-1:30pm | 102 North Murray Ave.

Lunch is provided |  Registration required

A program designed to equip

you with the information, skills,

and resources in order to

create a successful business. 

The sessions feature topic

experts who will give you the

tools to build your business.

All sessions are free! 

RSVP to

fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com

or 864-231-2605
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Sara Leady

On shelter staff and the animals they care for
I had something else entirely written for 

this issue, but I’ve just gotten home from vol-
unteering at PAWS and I have some feelings. 
For those of you who might not know, PAWS 
is one of the local animal shelters. They’ve 
been in the news a lot recently because they’ve 
been taking on dogs from a few different ani-
mal cruelty/hoarding cases. We’re talking like 
200 dogs this month alone, and as I write this, 
March isn’t even over.

My heart breaks for these dogs, but my heart 
also breaks for the staff who are on the front-
lines of this. As a volunteer I’ve seen some dogs 
in deplorable condition, both physically and 
mentally, but I’m seeing these dogs after they’ve 
been evaluated and moved to the public floor. 
That means I’m not actually seeing the worst. 
The staff does though, and they see it in droves.

It’s the shelter staff who are cleaning these 
dogs up. They’re giving them baths, addressing 
wounds or other concerning physical ail-
ments, and making decisions about how best 

to move forward with the dog’s care. It’s the 
shelter staff who are working with dogs that 
are at best, just scared, and at worst, scared 

and defensive toward 
any interaction with 
humans. A lot of these 
dogs likely haven’t had 
positive interactions with 
people, and they can be 
justifiably spicy because 
of this. It’s the shelter 
staff who takes the time, 
has the patience to slowly 
gain trust, and start the 

dog’s journey toward hopefully being adopted.
It’s the shelter staff who love and pour their 

hearts into these dogs. They do this day in and 
day out without pause. They do this, and then 
see another cruelty or hoarding case come in. 
They do this, and see a dog who was previously 
in the shelter come back, and come back in ter-
rible condition. They watch dogs that the longer 

they are residents in the shelter, start to develop 
behavior issues like ‘stranger danger,’ and watch 
it increase the longer they’re there, knowing the 
behavior isn’t going to help the dog get adopted. 
They do this, and watch dogs they’ve seen grow 
and blossom, start to decline and give up. And 
they still show up, pouring love into every inter-
action with every dog every day.

The staff does all of this, and still gets 
questioned and criticized for not doing more. 
I want to state that the staff has never com-
plained to me about any of this. This is all 
coming from me as someone who has a deep 
love for dogs, and therefore a deep love for 
anyone doing the work to make any dog’s life 
better. This also isn’t about any animal shel-
ter in particular, I just happen to have more 
immediate knowledge of PAWS. I see com-
ments regularly online where people are upset 
they aren’t getting call backs or immediate 
answers to questions they’re posting online. I 
see comments where they criticize the shelter 
for not letting them meet a dog that’s getting 
highlighted online because it needs out, and 

they make assumptions that if staff really 
cared, they’d do more to get the dog a home. 
It’s not that they aren’t doing enough, it’s that 
they care enough to make sure the dog, and 
new owner, are set up for success from the 
start, by being intentional with placement.

The shelter staff spend their time seeing the 
worst that humanity can offer,we really don’t 
appreciate them or what they do near enough. 
So, I hope this will instill some empathy and 
appreciation for shelter staff everywhere. There 
are obvious ways of thanking them like adopt-
ing, fostering, or volunteering, but I get that 
those aren’t options for everyone (also seriously 
don’t adopt/foster if you aren’t actually up to 
the work of owning a dog). But every shelter 
has an Amazon Wishlist; send them some of 
those things. Look at their different donation 
requests and help with those. Get wild and 
buy them all lunch or a round of massages. But 
minimally give these unsung heroes some kind 
words of encouragement and a thank you. I 
promise you they are doing more than enough, 
and they absolutely deserve it.

I’m going to New York next weekend and 
I want to pack a good wardrobe. The weather 
can be tricky in the Spring in Manhattan, 
so it’s best to bring layers. Packing is rather 

dreadful at first, but once 
you get into it and get 
everything in order it can 
really be sort of fun. I’ve 
actually become quite the 
packer. I used to overdo 
and over pack everything 
and now I know that 
less is more. That way 
you can bring back cool 
souvenirs and mementos 

with you from your travels. When it comes to 
going to the airport, I have found that comfort 
is key. I just got a really cute oversized sweat-
shirt dress and I’m going to pair that with zip-
per boots or platform Uggs so they’re easy to 
pop off during the airport security check. 

I’ll be bringing lots of black attire so I can 
add cute accessories to it. I always call that the 
bones of my wardrobe, if you will. You can 
add really cute jackets, scarves, necklaces, hats 
and you’re good to go. I’m not checking my 
luggage for this trip so it will be a bit trickier 
packing in a carry on, but I always start a few 
days prior so I’m not overwhelmed. 

Next is itinerary. By that I mean shopping 
and restaurants that I’ve already previously 

picked out and written down on my notepad 
in my phone so I have some sort of idea. I’ve 
picked out some really fun spots. I’m not really 
into tourist attractions. I always try to live like a 
local when I go on vacation and it always seems 
to work in my favor. My top three restaurants 
are – number one is Lucali which is a great 
Italian restaurant in Brooklyn. Their pizza is 
beyond. My second is Commerce Inn which 
is a nod to early American food in Greenwich 
Village and my third is Panna Indian Garden 
which has trillions of lights covering the funky, 
eclectic restaurant that lots of celebrities like to 
frequent. Maybe I will bump into someone. 

Next on my list is shopping, of course. 
I want to go to Sarah Jessica Parker’s shoe 
store, SJP Collection and try on everything. 
Bergdorf Goodman for their exquisite win-
dow displays and hit up The Chelsea flea 
market for antiques and vintage. The Row for 
their beautiful textures and Chloe to transport 
me back into the seventies. 

I’m trying to play it cool, but I can hardly 
wait to go to my most favorite city in the 
world. Just walking down the street is a treat 
in NYC. There is so much to do and see and 
so much opportunity. The melting pot of it all. 
It will always be New York or Nowhere y’all. 
What are some of your favorite spots in the 
Big Apple? Remember to make the sidewalk 
your runway and kindness always matters.

Kristine March

SPRING IN NYC
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BY RICH OTTER
To the extent there may be developed a 

mutual benefit for both parties, it has become 
important that a symbiotic relationship be 
acquired between law enforcement personnel 
and parties they apprehend and incarcerate.

This is not a matter of social conscious-
ness. It is common sense and, in many cases, 
may have far-reaching consequences. It does 
not require friendship. It is about a relation-
ship – an association based on mutual respect, 
trust, and understanding. At all times, howev-
er, an officer must be alert for the unexpected. 

In law enforcement, perhaps the most 
important thing to know is what the individual 
with whom confronted may be thinking, what 
he or she may do and why. The officer must not 
just react. The officer must anticipate. That can 
be learned through experience and training.

This is not a new concept. It has been 
practiced instinctively for years by many law 
enforcement people. It generally is neither 
recognized nor appreciated by the public, 
especially due to improper actions by inexpe-
rienced or poorly trained officers generating 
emblazoned headlines.

A former mayor of the city of Anderson 
recalled two officers with such instinct from the 
1960-1970s – Billy Newton and Louie Brock. 
It helped if they knew the individual but that 
was not necessary. From experience, recogniz-
ing verbal and physical clues, they could often 
anticipate reactions before an individual deter-
mined what to do. That was beneficial for both 
parties, often avoiding physical conflict.

Anderson Sheriff Chad McBride remem-
bered when he first served as a deputy, there 
were only eight deputies on a shift for the 
entire county. There was only one deputy to a 
vehicle. He said you learned to be diplomatic 
very quickly. You had to talk an individual into 
the patrol car’s caged backseat area, partitioned 
from the driver. “There were some arrested you 
couldn’t fight - just too big and too strong.” 

The sheriff emphasized the increased 
necessity now of learning de-escalation proce-
dures to meet multiple circumstances. A great 
number of issues presently encountered, often 
several times of day, have to do with mental 
problems, many caused by drug usage, but 
others from accidents impacting the brain, or 
dementia. Tactics have changed.

Anderson County training deputy, 
Sergeant Juvan Mitchell, explained that depu-
ties are taught to react to possible threatening 
suspects using a three-point approach – ask, 
tell, make. It is an attempt to determine 
the problem, stabilize the issue and, if not 
resolved, make an appropriate response. 

Mitchell was an Anderson high school 
graduate who then attended Anderson College 
obtaining a degree in psychology. After an 

internship with the sheriff ’s department and 
while working in the detention center, she 
acquired a Master’s Degree in Criminal Justice 
from Anderson University. There followed 14 
years on patrol and two years with investiga-
tions. She then assumed training responsibili-
ties for Anderson deputies. De-escalation had 
become an invaluable and essential tool, and 
Mitchell had first experienced its merit while 
working in the Anderson County Detention 
Center. With her life-time interest in how 
the brain functions and study of psychology, 
de-escalation principals were a natural.

Anderson County was the first law enforce-
ment agency in the state to acquire a training 
simulator known as VirTra where a trainee is 
positioned surrounded by a 300-degree screen 
with audio-visual projections that replicate hun-
dreds of criminal scenarios encountered. Each 
encounter has multiple available equipment 
adjustments that may be utilized in real time as 
determined by the training operator depend-
ing upon how the trainee is responding to the 
actions upon the screen. The testing party actu-
ally engages in verbal communication with the 
screen images since the operator may change the 
screen audio and visual presentation depending 
upon the participant’s response and reaction 
to the situation. It has many uses, including 
engraining effective de-escalation techniques. 

De-escalation practices also help the tested 
party to learn how to control his or her own 
emotional reactions. A law enforcer’s personal 
reaction to a particular situation may well not 
be favorable, often intentionally antagonized 
by the suspect. Sergeant Mitchell points out: 
“If we come in angry and they are angry, we’re 
not going to get anywhere.” A deputy must be 
able to take control of the situation.

Following successful experience in respond-
ing to the simulator, a participant may proceed 
to the department’s Crisis House, constructed 
by prisoners, where live actors may simulate 
interactions the participant will encounter such 
as with domestic situations. Domestic argu-
ments are often the most difficult to calm and 
likely the most frequently met in the field.

Sheriff McBride acknowledges de-escala-

tion is not always effective and the simulator 
will also require response of the participant 
in dealing with the situation if things go 
badly. The subsequent reaction training for 
the unexpected may determine a life-or-death 
response for the law enforcement officer if 
extreme force becomes the only option. The 
experience is very realistic.

Encountered problems are often equivalent 
to those utilized in a hostage situation. It is nec-
essary to maintain an open line of communica-
tion, permit the airing of concerns, remain calm 
and build rapport to resolve the matter. Active 
listening and the ability to build trust is critical.

The initial person dealing with the public 
is often the 911 dispatcher. When a call is 
received, comprehensive information must be 
acquired to alert the first responder as to how to 
handle the ensuing encounter. The call received 
automatically records the initiating location and 
it may be possible for the dispatcher to identify 
difficulties previously encountered there, possi-
bly even permitting retrieval of a picture of the 
individual involved to give the responder imme-
diate recognition upon arrival.

This article will continue in the next issue of 
the Electric City News.

A SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP, PART 1

Sheriff Chad McBride

VirTra Console
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SPRING HOME GUIDE

Vicars Construction, LLC

Discount Garage & Exteriors
223 Siloam Road Suite A

Easley, SC 29642
864-220-9840

www.discountgaragesc.com
office@vchdg.comoffice@vchdg.com

Call us today for a free quote
on your garage/exterior home

improvement project!

Boone Appliance

3912 Liberty Hwy.
Anderson, SC 29621

864-716-0292
booneappliance.com

Call today to schedule your
in-home appliance repairin-home appliance repair

Wanda S. Morgan
Designs, Inc.

930 East North 1st Street
Seneca, SC 29678

864-973-8800
www.wandasmorgandesigns.com

wandasmorgandesigns@gmail.comwandasmorgandesigns@gmail.com

Developing Design Solutions

Jackson Stanley
/ Carolann Newton

Jackson Stanley Residential
& Commercial Real Estate

306 E Main Street
Williamston, SC 29697

864-964-0404864-964-0404
www.jacksonstanley.com

execs@jacksonstanley.com

Unlocking Dreams,
One Home at a Time!

Southern Shingles

864-760-2700
southernshinglesroofing.com

southernshinglesllc@gmail.com

Your premier choice for
roofing services in

the Upstate!the Upstate!

Door Tech LLC

3321 Hwy 24
Anderson, SC 29626

864-617-0425
doortechgaragedoors.com

jason@doortechgaragedoors.com

Give us a call for all yourGive us a call for all your
garage door needs!

Tree South, LLC

Professional Arborists
7015 Wells Highway

Seneca, SC
864-882-8262

www.treesouth.com

Serving Anderson, Oconee,Serving Anderson, Oconee,
and Pickens Counties

W. E. Black Termite
& Pest Control

2840 South Main Street
Anderson, SC 29624

864-375-1899
www.weblackpestcontrol.wordpress.com

We value customer service, communityWe value customer service, community
service, and satisfaction over

everything else.



10   the electric city news |   March 28-April 10, 2024

Offerings IncludeOfferings Include  

Kitchen Rentals for Food Production 

Commissary Kitchen 

Cold + Dry Rentable Storage  

Prep Space 

Demonstration Kitchen 

Retail Space  

Business Education + Support Programs 

                                                                                     

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!

A Creative Culinary Experience.

The City of Anderson will open 110 North Kitchen +
Commissary, Anderson’s first shared kitchen for food

entrepreneurs who want to start or grow their business. 
Opening this January! 

Located downtown Anderson at 110 North Murray Avenue.  

For more information, contact us at
 fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com.  

Offerings IncludeOfferings Include  

Kitchen Rentals for Food Production 

Commissary Kitchen 

Cold + Dry Rentable Storage  

Prep Space 

Demonstration Kitchen 

Retail Space  

Business Education + Support Programs 

                                                                                     

Coming Soon!Coming Soon!

A Creative Culinary Experience.

The City of Anderson will open 110 North Kitchen +
Commissary, Anderson’s first shared kitchen for food

entrepreneurs who want to start or grow their business. 
Opening this January! 

Located downtown Anderson at 110 North Murray Avenue.  

For more information, contact us at
 fmilford@cityofandersonsc.com.  

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
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BY JULIE BARTON
Former President of Anderson Heritage, Inc.

In May, 1985, the following quote 
appeared in the Yorkville Bulletin:

“Old buildings are not ours. They belong 
partly to those who built them and partly to the 
generations of mankind who are to follow us.”

This belief became a guiding principle for 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. Since 1973 count-
less volunteers have worked to preserve and 
restore historically and architecturally signif-
icant structures in Anderson. Community 
leaders who supported the goal of preserving 
the past for the future accomplished extraordi-
nary work in the field of preservation.  Many 
of Anderson’s most charming and archi-
tecturally important sites still stand today 
due to the diligence and dedication of the 
members of Anderson Heritage, Inc. Early 
leaders of the organization were visionary in 
their unshakable belief in the value of preser-
vation at a time long before it was “on trend’. 
It is in honor of these visionary leaders that 
current members of the Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors took a bold step. It was 
unanimously decided that funds long held 
in an Endowment should be distributed to 
organizations in the community which are 
currently striving to do the important work of 

preservation and restoration. Four impactful 
gifts have been distributed to the Anderson 
County Museum, the 
Anderson Arts Center, the 
City of Anderson and the 
TBA initiative (To Benefit 
Anderson) of the Foothills 
Community Foundation. 

The Anderson Heritage 
Board of Directors stipulat-
ed to the Anderson County 
Museum that funds were 
exclusively for the mainte-
nance and upkeep of Miss 
Frierson’s Schoolhouse and 
other assets received from 
the organization. Funds to 
the Anderson Arts Center 
were designated for capital 
improvements to either of 
their historic structures, the 
Carnegie Building or the 
Arts Warehouse, or to the 
retirement of debt on the 
property. Portions of the 
disbursement to the City of Anderson were 
designated to the Church Street project, Silver 
Brook Cemetery and the Gateway Markers 
project. The Foothills Community Foundation 
was charged with directing their funds to a proj-

ect of the TBA Initiative (To Benefit Anderson) 
which aligns with the former mission and vision 

of Anderson Heritage, Inc.
It is rare that a non-prof-

it organization is able to 
declare, “Mission, accom-
plished!” But that is the 
case for Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. Past leaders, volunteers 
and donors have been hon-
ored and past goals have 
been generously funded 
for future accomplishment. 
Thanks to the unified voice 
of the Board of Directors, 
Anderson Heritage, Inc. 
has been able to direct final 
and impactful gifts to the 
community. After 47 years, 
the charter of the organi-
zation will be suspended 
by the SC Secretary of 
State. Anderson Heritage, 
Inc. will achieve Emeritus 
status as an organization 

no longer active on the front lines of historic 
preservation, but always supportive of the goal 
of preserving the past for the future.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR LIEN

Pursuant to SC Statutory Law, 
personal property from the 

following unit will be sold on 
April 2, 2020 at 12:30 PM at 

Stowaway Self Storage, 
4350 Highway 24, 

Anderson, SC 29626. 
Items can be viewed at

www.storagetreasures.com.

Unit #C19 – L. Vaughn – Unit 
appears to have - Refrigerator,

electronics, grill, rug, 
loveseat, couch, tables, 

chairs, mattress, night stand, 
dressers, household goods.

Property being sold to satisfy 
a lien for storage rent.

Terms of sale: Cash Only

Unit availability subject to 
prior redemption by tenant.

Preserving the past for the future

IR
T-

18
48

E-
A

edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Shane Hunt, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

1508 N Fant St 
Anderson, SC 29621 
864-224-2955

864-716-0560 • www.glennmep.com

We specialize in HVAC, Electrical and Plumbing
Service Residential and Industrial

Provide Certified Technicians for all repair needs
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“BUSINESS 
IDEAS WITH 
COMMUNITY 
FEEDBACK.”

 JOIN US! 
 EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 8 AM 
 FREE BREAKFAST AND COFFEE 

THE BREW

For more information visit  
www.facebook.com/downtownanderson or 

email cgaddis@cityofandersonsc.com

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICES
 102 N. MURRAY AVE. 
 ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLINA

It’s almost Mother’s Day, so if 
you have a daughter, why not cel-
ebrate with a movie night? Put on 
matching jammies, pop some pop-
corn, and stream “Little Women,” in 
which 19th-century sisters Meg, Jo, 
Beth, and Amy March are shepherd-
ed through the obstacles of ado-
lescence by their mom, whom they 
adore. Then, when you’re feeling all 
warm inside, stream a 21st-century 
look at the mother-daughter rela-
tionship, “Lady Bird,” in which an 
argument between the young title 
character and her mother becomes 
so bitter and personal and ANGRY 
that the teenager actually throws 
herself from a moving car.

I still tear up every time I watch 
“Little Women,” but for most moth-
ers and daughters, “Lady Bird” is 
closer to reality. I’ll bet that at least 
once, even Jo wanted to jump out 
of a carriage over some dust-up 
with Marmie. There just seems 

to be something uniquely intense 
about these relationships, so for an 
explanation of the mother-daugh-

ter dynamic 
-- and why it 
is sometimes 
so intense 
-- I turned 
to Dr. Karen 
Lake, Ph.D., 
of Lake 
Psychological 
Services in 
Columbia.

“As girls, we value the esteem 
of our mothers more than anyone 
else’s,” she says. “There’s also no one 
in the whole world that we expect 
to understand us better than our 
moms, and it’s frustrating when 
they don’t live up to understanding 
our every thought and feeling the 
way we think they should. Often, 
the emotional boundaries are a lot 
looser in this relationship because 

we know that we’re always going to 
love each other, so we may feel freer 
to express negative feelings.”

As a mother for almost three 
decades and a daughter for A 
Whole Lot Longer, I am thankful 
that I’ve never had a “Lady Bird” 
blowup with Elizabeth, my daugh-
ter, or Barbara, my mother, two 
people whom I love more than 
almost anyone in the world. We’ve 
definitely had our moments, though, 
when we’ve stubbornly remained 
entrenched in our positions, refus-
ing to give an inch. The most mem-
orable of these stem from arguments 
over clothes, make-up, vegetables, 
piano practice, “Operator” by 
Manhattan Transfer, Girl Scouts, 
pharmacy school, “Cynthia” as a 
name for a cat, and flip-flops as reg-
ular footwear. ( Just for giggles, see 
if you can guess who I argued with 
over which. Answers appear below.)

Each of these arguments seemed 

important at the time, but as I list 
them now, they just seem ridiculous. 
What is not ridiculous, though, are 
the tender moments we’ve shared, 
like the times my mother told me 
that being adopted meant that my 
sister and I were the most wanted 
children in the world. Like the time 
she took me to The Sweetery for tea 
when I was going through a little 
post-partum depression, assuring 
me that everything would be okay. 
Like the time that Elizabeth mem-
orized one of my favorite poems 
and recited it for me on Christmas 
morning as a gift. Like the time she 

and I texted back and forth for an 
hour, Elizabeth in a French train 
station while waiting on a friend 
and me under the covers of my bed, 
trying not to wake her dad.

Whether you’re a mother or 
a daughter, I’d like to wish you a 
Mother’s Day filled with fewer 
squabbles and more hugs, more 
“Little Women” and less “Lady Bird.” 
Just remember that if a car trip is 
involved, everyone remains seated 
until the vehicle comes to a com-
plete stop.

What’s the most ridiculous thing 
you’ve ever argued about with your 
mother or daughter? Email your 
story to editkim50@gmail.com. 
And in case you’re curious, I argued 
with my mother over clothes, vege-
tables, “Operator,” pharmacy school, 
and “Cynthia.” I argued with my 
daughter over makeup, Girl Scouts, 
and flip-flops. I got into it with both 
of them over piano practice.

Kim von Keller

If you survive it, the mother-daughter relationship is the best
Spring is the time of year in 

which we experience all that is 
new. Daffodils and tulips poke 
their heads through the ground. 
Adorable baby animals make their 
appearances. New clothes are 
purchased for Easter services and 
photos taken in front of a flowering 
cross.

This spring, Ted and I are think-
ing about a whole new way of life. 
We are discussing the notion of 
retirement, and I have to say that it 
scares me a little. We are happiest 
when we are busiest, and the idea 
that we’ll have to find new things 
to occupy nine hours a day is a bit 
daunting.

Many of our friends are starting 
to retire after long careers in a vari-
ety of arenas, so we’re trying to learn 
from them. Most of them have all 
found new things to do with their 

time. One of them has started build-
ing furniture and turning wood. 
One of them is approaching gar-

dening with 
the scientific 
enthusiasm 
of a botanist. 
One of them 
is foraging for 
mushrooms. 
(This one is a 
little frighten-
ing.) One of 
them is learn-

ing about English Lawn Bowling. 
Two of them are kayaking. Two of 
them are camping. Two of them 
are fostering dogs. Two of them are 
hiking. Two of them are traveling. 
Almost all of them have tried pick-
leball, and all of the pickleballers 
say that the idea that it’s easy on the 
body is a lie.

And then, there’s Al.
Al – not his real name – had a 

long career as a closer for a large 
international company, and his 
work took him across the globe. 
When the company went public, 
Al found himself sitting on quite 
a nest egg and decided to retire. 
For a few months, he and his wife 
traveled to all the places Al used 
to go on business but never had 
the opportunity to enjoy. Once 
they returned home to an empty 
calendar and time to kill, though, 
Al realized that he actually disliked 
retirement so much that he rees-
tablished himself as a consulting 
closer. The only difference between 
then and now is that now, he takes 
the work he wants and says no to 
the rest.

One of my best friends retired 
as a college professor last year, and 

she thought about it for a long 
time before she pulled the trigger. 
She’s probably busier than ever, 
but, like Al, she chooses her activ-
ities instead of having them given 
to her. She paints, she runs, she’s 
active in her church. She said that 
she had been advised to think of 
retirement like this: You shouldn’t 
think of it as running away from 
something. Instead, you should 
think of it as running toward 
something.

And that is the conundrum. 
When you find yourself in this 
new phase of life, what do you run 
towards? Because if you don’t know, 
it will be more like running with 
scissors, jabbing at this and that 
before falling down and sticking 
yourself in the eye.

Ted is interested in education. 
He’d like to take advantage of the 

South Carolina Senior Citizen 
Tuition Waiver (ouch, what a name) 
that allows residents to take college 
courses at state-supported schools 
tuition free. He’d also like to take 
cooking classes at Johnson and 
Wales in Charlotte.

So far, the only thing I can think 
of is that I would like to bake the 
kind of small pastries that you often 
see on The Great British Baking 
Show. Between that and Ted’s 
cooking classes, I’ll need to take up 
sewing so that I can let out all of my 
pants.

If you’ve figured out what to 
run toward in retirement, drop me 
a line at editkim50@gmail.com. I’d 
love to hear what keeps you busy. 
But if it involves cooking, or baking, 
or eating, let me learn to sew first. 
I’ve got a closet full of pants to 
work on.

Kim von Keller

What are you walking toward?
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Friday, 
April 19

7 p.m.

An evening of 
world class 

bluegrass

carolinaheritageweekend.com

P R E S E N T E D  B Y:

April 
18-20,
2024

Saturday, April 20

Haywood 
Made

5–8 p.m.

Mountain
Market
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Thursday, April 18 7 p.m.

The Welldrinkers

Info & 
Tickets:

“Celebrate the wonder of childhood.
Honor the power of 

story time.
Boost the magic of 

real books.”
Are you looking 

for way to engage your 
reader during story 
time? Well, there’s an 
app for that! Novel 
Effect is an app, which 
combines children’s 
storybooks and power-
ful speech recognition. 
The result plays layers 

of interactive music and sound effects that 
respond as you read aloud from your print 

book during your regular story time routine. 
Once you download Novel Effect, you will 
see a wide range of books. You will find books 
organized by ages (from 0-13+) along with 
many different genres such as poetry, fiction, 
and non-fiction. Additionally, you will find 
interactive videos where students are prompt-
ed to read speech bubbles into the micro-
phone on their device. 

Also, I really enjoy using the monthly cal-
endars they provide. If you search noveleffect.
com you will find a read-aloud calendar for 
each month. The calendar gives you a themed 
book to read each day of the month. What a 
great way to learn about new books! 

Story time will never be the same, I’m sure 
of it. Happy Reading!

Katie Laughridge

A MAGICAL STORY 
ADVENTURE… 

‘NOVEL EFFECT’

While looking through old journals I 
found this entry from 1988: “On the drive to 
Newberry we saw a beautiful Canada goose 
silhouetted against a field.”   

That observation is now a little amus-
ing, because back then a Canada goose was 
uncommon. Now that they are seen easily, and 
sometimes can even be obnoxious,  I would 
never even write down such a sight.  It would 
be like getting excited about seeing a robin, or 
a blue jay, or any other very common bird. 

The first thing to know is the correct name 
of this species.  Occasionally I hear someone 
say they saw a “Canadian goose.”  Just FYI, 
they are properly called Canada, not Canadian 
geese.  The purists in your life will appreciate 
your accuracy.

Canada geese pretty much cover North 
America, either breeding in northern areas, 
wintering in southern areas or living year-round 
most anywhere.  They are easily recognized 
with their long black necks and characteristic 
white chin strap.  They are also easily identified 
when flying due to their large size and their V 
formation (which helps as a windbreak).  

Oh, and they’re also identified by their 
loud noises when flying.  That honking is 
unmistakable.  During my teaching years, I’d 
hear them overhead most mornings, probably 
headed over my classroom from nearby fields 
to the pond at Chris Taylor Park by the Civic 
Center.  Researchers think they make that 
honking sound to help them coordinate their 

movements and stay together as a group.
One reason geese have become more com-

mon is because of the proliferation of yards 
and grassy fields.  I regu-
larly see geese feeding on 
extra grain in fields off 
of Whitehall Road and 
Highway 24.  Geese no 
longer need to migrate 
because they’ve got plen-
ty to eat right here.

Canada geese do 
have one feature that 
is particularly nice, and 

that is how they land.  When a formation of 
geese gets ready to come to earth, they arch 
their bodies and cup their wings out into large 
semi-circles. They then glide in for a landing 
on the water, using their feet as skids to slow 
themselves down.  Beautiful.

The negative about having so many geese 
around has nothing to do with their honking 
or flying.  No, the biggest problem with geese 
is that, to put it delicately, food moves quickly 
through their digestive tract, and they’re not 
shy about where they get rid of the leftovers, 
if you get my drift. And when they are present 
in large groups, the problem is intensified.  

So - in parks, golf courses, or yards where 
geese congregate - be careful where you step. 
And other than that, enjoy your interaction 
with these big beautiful birds: Canada - not 
Canadian - geese. 

Canada geese — at home in Anderson

Ann K. Bailes
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Relationships matter. It’s why we were founded on the principle of 
creating strong, long-term connections with our customers.

Today, we’ve grown to become a top U.S. financial institution, but 
our commitment to building lasting relationships and helping our 
customers make the most of their money hasn’t changed. And it 
never will.

First Citizens Bank. Forever First.®

PERSONAL  |  BUSINESS  |  COMMERCIAL  |  WEALTH

firstcitizens.com

©2024 First-Citizens Bank & Trust Company. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. MM#14842 

STRENGTH. STABILITY. 
EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.
FOREVER FIRST.®
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BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

1300 Pearman Dairy Rd
Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 10 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 5

Closed MondayClosed Monday

Centerville Pickers Market
Antiques, Furniture & Home Decor

1300 Pearman Dairy Rd
Anderson 29625

Phone: 864.780.0210

Hours: Tues - Friday 10 til 6
Saturday 10 til 5
Sunday 12 til 5

Closed MondayClosed Monday

Centerville Pickers Market
Antiques, Furniture & Home DecorBE A PART

OF OUR
SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477

(864) 224-7711
CALLS ONLY - NO TEXT PLEASE

Turner 
Photography

Instagram: 
@_jc_turner_photography_

Website: 
jcturnerphotography.com

Email: 
turnergirl03@yahoo.com

Phone: 
864-982-0564

BE A PART
OF OUR

SHOP LOCAL
DIRECTORY!

CALL (864) 221-9269 OR (864) 934-1477
HELP WANTED
TOW TRUCK DRIVER
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SUSAN 
TEMPLE 
master 
gardener

Easy In-Store Financing

THE GARDEN SHOP

THE ‘INVISIBLE MONSTER’

Wisteria is that monster of a plant we tend 
not to notice until it blooms. Yes, it is beautiful 
in bloom. Yes, it smells good. Yes, the seed pods 
are cool. Yes, it WILL get out of hand. Yes, it 
will eat your house, everything around it, and 
anything else that is still long enough. I was 
very surprised when a friend told me they saw it 
being sold at big box stores. It was in a section 
with plants being sold in boxes. That might be 
the only saving grace; plants packaged this way 
are usually not very good plants. Plants such as 
clematis, hosta, and some perennials are sold 
in plastic, and put in a box. One can’t really see 
what’s in them and it is usually wise to pass 
them by. Go for plants in pots so you can see 
what you’re getting. Plants packaged in these 
bags and boxes are cheaper for a reason.

Interestingly, Japanese wisteria twines 
clockwise and Chinese wisteria climbs coun-
terclockwise. I’ve never absolutely ran out 
of everything else to do to allow me time to 
watch wisteria wind and climb. In full disclo-
sure, I did transplant a little wisteria from a 
vacant lot near Grandmother Cooley’s house 
onto my fence when I lived in town. I remem-
ber grandmother telling me I would regret 
planting a cedar tree in my yard, but I do not 
remember her telling me not to plant wisteria. 
Fortunately, it bloomed beautifully every year. 
Many times, wisteria will not bloom until very 
old, if at all. Back when I planted this one, I 
remember reading about people whacking the 

main trunk with a chain to stress it to make it 
bloom. Nothing was planted near this wiste-
ria in my yard for it to latch onto. I was very 
diligent in winding it on the fence, cutting it, 
tending it, to keep it in check. Much to my 
surprise, while tending it one spring, a very 
long, probably 75 feet, wisteria rope, as I called 
it, was running on the ground along the fence. 
There were no leaves on it. It was right where 
the dog ran. I found it peculiar it never started 
running up the fence. Or spirea that was plant-
ed along there too. On my way to Mama’s now 
and then, I travel on the road behind my for-
mer home. Shame, shame on the person who 
planted that wisteria in the late 80’s, then went 
off and left it in 2002. It has traveled to the 
pecan tree at the next house over, into the yard 
behind, and so forth. Husband and I used to 
stop at an antique shop in Elberton, GA that 
was in an old house. One end of the porch was 

held up by a huge wisteria trunk. Somehow, 
the man kept it sort of under control. The 

house was his mother’s home. She planted it, 
and over the years it broke the banister that 
was holding the porch roof. Wisteria will 
squeeze trees like this too.

Do not be taken in by native wisteria 
(Wisteria frutescens) either. It will not grow 
like the monster Asian wisteria but will still 
require tending and a very watchful eye. And 
it stinks, unless one finds a smell somewhat 
like cat pee appealing. Blooms are not long 
and graceful. They are short and stubby. A big 
problem with American wisteria is it sprouts 
like crazy from roots all around the mother 
plant. A friend has some growing on an arbor 
beside his house and it sprouts many, many 
feet from the mother plant. This is particular-
ly bad when it comes up in other plants. He 
has to get up on the roof every year to prune 
it off the house. It even sprouts up under his 
house. American wisteria is poisonous to 
dogs, cats, and horses. Add people to the list 
of Asian wisteria.

Wisteria on the loose
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